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Sermon – “Why ask Why?” - 3-22-2020 – Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Grace and Peace…We pause and reflect on what it means to be faithful followers 

of the Risen Christ, especially at this difficult time - we pause and reflect…Amen.  

I came across a “fascinating list” with an intriguing title: “Great Truths About 

Life That Little Children Have Learned.” Here are few of these “pearls of wisdom” from 

this list. 

1. “No matter how hard you try you cannot baptize a cat.” 

2. “When your mom is mad at your dad, don’t let her brush your hair.” 

3. “Never ask your 3-year-old brother to hold a tomato… or an egg.” 

4. “You can’t trust dogs to watch your food for you.” 

5. “Don’t sneeze when somebody is cutting your hair.” 

6. “School lunches stick to the wall.” 

7. “You can’t hide a piece of broccoli in a glass of milk.” 

8. “Never wear polka-dot underwear under white shorts… no matter how cute the 

underwear is.” 
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It is almost certain that these children learned these “pearls of wisdom” after 

experiencing some sort eye-opening revelation in their own lives. Can’t you just see 

some children trying to baptize a cat…and clearly learning from the experience that this 

is not a good thing to do. This type of dramatic personal eye-opening experience can 

give us new insight, new perception, new vision into life and God. 

In this amazing story in John 9:1-41 we read about a man born blind who 

experiences a litteral eye-opening encounter with Jesus. His vision was more than 

restored, it was given to him, allowing him to see for the very first time – how amazing it 

must have been! It reminds me of people who are color-blind, and they put on a 

specially made pair of glasses to help see the colors that are missing in their lives. Like I 

said, similar but different.  

The man born blind is healed by Jesus and can see for the first time in his life. 

His transformation is so extreme and dramatic that he even appears to be different to 

the people of his town who seem to say; “Hey, isn’t that the blind beggar? He can see 

now. Is that him? No, it’s just someone who looks like him. Couldn’t be him” The 

formerly blind man says: “Yes, it’s me, I am the man you are talking about.”  

Then the barrage of questions begins. The man born blind repeatedly states; "I 

don't know." “Where's Jesus?” "I don't know." Is he a sinner?” "I don't know." “Who is 

the Son of Man? "I don't know." 

In this reading, there are a lot of questions being asked of the man born blind by 

the Pharisees. It seems to be an interrogation rather than an attempt to understand or 

believe the miracle which had happened. Maybe you have asked or been asked a lot of 

question this week regarding this whole Pandemic. “Why?” is a familiar question often 
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asked. Sometimes the response given is “Why ask why?” Human beings don’t do well 

with mysterious situations where no clear-cut answers can be given.   

The story starts with one big question—a question we all ask in one form or 

another. This story begins with the disciples asking; “Why is this man this way?” “Did 

his parents sin?” “Did the man sin?” They seem to be saying that there must be human 

reason for this man’s blindness. “Why” questions really get us nowhere fast. Finding out 

the answer to a “Why” question really doesn’t change what has happened.  

Affixing blame for the Coronavirus on a country or a group of people doesn’t 

change the fact that it has become a pandemic throughout the world and in our country.  

In our gospel, Jesus doesn’t want to talk about why the man was born blind, it is just a 

fact of this man’s situation. What seems to be the underlying issue is that there is 

something bigger happening here. Jesus is on his journey to the Cross, which is a 

journey that the disciples want to avoid, but Jesus knows he must make. “The works of 

God” are about to become manifested in the death and resurrection of Jesus. There also 

seems to be a personal “manifestation” for the man born blind. His destiny has changed, 

and he now sees what he only imagined before.   

The religious leaders and the disciples get lost in the minutia or the trivial details 

of the situation. These folks get caught up in something each of us can easily fixate on.  

They are fixated the “method of healing” instead of healing miracle. The formerly blind 

man answers, "I do not know.” What he does know is that now he can see, nothing is 

more important to him than that.   

This pandemic leaves many of us with unanswered questions. Will “hunkering 

down” really make a difference? “It isn’t worse than the flu, is it?” “Can I get this virus 
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from just breathing the air?” “Does washing one’s hands repeatedly, or covering a cough 

and/or sneeze and staying 6ft away from another person really keep the virus from 

spreading?” So many questions are being asked without a lot of good answers because of 

the mystery of this virus and illness. Sometimes the best response is: “Why ask Why? 

Just do what you need to do to keep others and yourself safe.” 

What one believes is also being challenged through this pandemic. There has 

been so much hording going on, where toilet paper and hand sanitizer have become “big 

ticket items” and scarce. Trying to answer unanswerable questions can be challenging to 

the core of one’s beliefs about God and the greediness of God’s people. Maybe during 

this time you have asked the age-old question; “Why does God allow disease and 

pandemic to happen?” Questions like this have been around from the beginning of time 

and so have been pandemics and plagues.  

What we read throughout scripture iss that God shows up in the middle of 

everything we experience to hold us in God’s tender care, especially the loved ones of 

those who have recently died.  Jesus is the proof of God’s unconditional love for all of 

humanity. God acts in mystery and love through the people in our lives. Mystery is a 

part of life and God certainlyworks mysteriously in this world.  

Sometimes I like reading a good mystery, a good “who done it book,” how about 

you?  Do you ever find yourself skipping ahead to learn the ending, or do you allow 

yourself to be engaged in the story or the mystery presented.  I’ll be honest, I look 

ahead sometimes. I do that to see if the story is worth reading and the mystery worth 

engaging.  
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God “works in mysterious ways” we have been told, yet you might be like me and 

want to know the ending to see if the mystery is worth engaging. We are people of the 

Resurrection, we know the end of the story that begins at Christmas and goes beyond 

Easter Sunday and the Resurrection.  The Disciples didn’t seem to like the mystery of 

Jesus. This was evident in the questions they asked and the statements they made.  

The Pharisees didn’t like that Jesus challenged every core belief they held. Jesus 

challenged their understandings and he does the same for us today. 

We don’t know the “Why’s of things?” but what we do know is what we read and 

hear and experience in scripture and through others. God has promised to be with us in 

all things, especially the difficult times. Yes, our government needed to be more 

prepared than they were, yes, people panicked over the essentials of life and yes this is a 

real and mysterious virus that will infect many and cause others to die. The hope 

promised in all of this is that God is with us as God has been with all who have asked 

“Why” and “How can this be?”  

If our “Hope is built on nothing less than Jesus blood and righteousness,” then 

we know the end of the story. Jesus life, death and resurrection shows us that God has 

made a list too, claiming and loving us on the Cross of Christ and the Resurrection of 

our Lord. May your awareness of God’s grace increase during this difficult time of 

pandemic. Amen!  
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