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Sermon – “Stuck in the Clouds”- 2-23-2020 – The Transfiguration of our Lord 

Grace and Peace…We pause and reflect on what being transformed by God means 

for daily living, we pause and reflect…Amen. 

In the Harry Potter books, the students at the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and 

Wizardry are required to take a course in “Transfiguration.” In this course they learn 

how to change teacups into rats or flowers into candles. And for most people that’s 

pretty much what “transfiguration” means; turning one thing into something very 

different. The Greek word used in Matthew 17 is the word that is translated as 

“metamorphosis” or manifestation which reminds us of caterpillars turning into 

butterflies, a sign of new life. 

For about two thousand years the church has struggled with the concept of Jesus 

being one person with two natures (fully human and fully divine) which is a bewildering 

concept to say the least.  So, what really happened on that mountaintop? Was the 

divine nature of Jesus revealed to the disciples so they would have a better 

understanding of what it meant for him to be the messiah? Or could it be that for a few 

brief moments God showed the disciples what Jesus (as Son of God) had always looked 
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like before becoming incarnate in human form?  Either way or both ways, it was not 

that Jesus became something different but his “wholeness” was revealed on that 

mountain top.  

The “Transfiguration of our Lord,” this last Sunday before Lent begins is a 

commemoration of God’s manifestation revealed to us through Jesus the Christ and 

what that means for each of us. It’s not God’s “magic” show of transforming or changing 

Jesus into something he wasn’t to begin with like the students did at Hogwarts.  

The disciples with Jesus on that mountain top didn’t know what to do with the 

divine manifestation or display they experienced.  Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good 

for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for 

Moses, and one for Elijah." My gosh, just being in the presence of Moses and Elijah 

would have been overwhelming enough, but then we hear this; 5 “While he was still 

speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice 

said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!’"  It was 

so amazing that the disciples fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. Of course, 

they did!  

Do we share the same fear that the disciples experienced on that mountain top or 

do we expect God to come in spectacular and magically ways and then disappointed 

when that doesn’t happen? I remember a few years ago on the 4th of July, waiting and 

watching for the “Big Bay Boom” fireworks to begin. We usually watch it on the golf 

course just up the hill from Balboa Hospital on Pershing drive.  I remember that 

suddenly the biggest explosion of light and sound was displayed in the sky over the San 
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Diego Bay. What we didn’t realize until a few moments later was that there had been a 

malfunction and all the fireworks went off at the same time.   

Before hearing what had happened, I remember saying “Was that it?” Surely it 

couldn’t be over already, what a disappointment. Is that how we experience that 

“transfiguration” of God as post resurrection people? Waiting for the spectacular 

displays of God in our midst and wondering “Was that it?”  

Once a farmer was out plowing his field, wondering what he ought to do with 

the rest of his life. As he steers his tractor up one row and down another, he utters a 

fervent prayer to God: "Lord, if you have a plan for my life, please send me a sign, and 

I will obey." 

Just then, the farmer looks up and sees the clouds in the sky rearranging 

themselves to form letters.  The letters say, "P.C." 

"Preach Christ," exclaims the farmer.  "Of course!" 

And So, the farmer quits farming, enrolls in seminary and four years later finds 

himself in front of a congregation. The only problem is, he can't preach his way out of 

a paper bag, and his congregation has begun advocating for his removal. Wow 

In anguish, he falls to his knees and prays, "Lord, do you remember that day 

when you sent me the message in the clouds, telling me to preach Christ?  I've been 

trying my best to do that ever since, but it's just not working.  I'm beginning to think 

I'm not cut out for this." 

Just then, a thundering voice fills the room. "No kidding," says the Lord.  

"When I sent the letters 'P.C.' in the sky, I wasn't trying to say, 'Preach Christ.' What I 

really meant was: 'Plant corn.'"  
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We may or may not see messages in the clouds like this farmer. Or we may 

misinterpret or even overlook the messages we receive from God.  When Jesus said 

things like “If you have seen me, you have seen the Father, you have seen God” he 

wasn’t talking about some magical metamorphosis.  He meant that the divinity of God 

had been on “display” from the beginning of time.  Jesus divinity was on display when 

he spoke kindly to shunned women and outcast lepers.  Jesus divinity was on display 

when he wept over a dear friend who had died and when he smiled gently at a misguided 

yet earnest rich young ruler.  Most importantly Jesus divinity was on display when he 

was nailed on the cross, out of God’s love for the whole world.  Yet it can be 

challenging for us to really stop – look and realize the divine displays of God which are 

given to us in the ordinariness of daily life. We seem to expect something magical to 

happen like in a Harry Potter story. 

Everyday there is an opportunity to experience the divinity of God through 

prayer, meditation and mindfulness, but the greatest opportunity to experience the 

display of God is when we reach out beyond ourselves and speak kindly to those 

considered outcast and unlovable, those who have lost their way in the world or who are 

grieving.  We may not encounter the “transfiguration” of God through a mountain top 

experience or by receiving messages in the clouds of the sky, which can be 

misinterpreted to do something instead of planting corn or something less spectacular.  

Our 26th president, Theodore Roosevelt said; “Keep your eyes on the sky but 

your feet on the ground.” We each need to feel grounded and that’s what Jesus is doing 

with the disciples as they prepare to leave that mountain top. Jesus said to them; "Get 
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up and do not be afraid…” and, ‘Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man 

has been raised from the dead.’"  

We are called to continue to look up and down and all around as we continue our 

own metamorphosis of change and growth as human beings called to be disciples. We 

are grounded by the love of God in Jesus Christ even when we have our heads stuck in 

the clouds expecting something else to happen. Amen! 
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