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Sermon – “GOAT!” – 1-12-20 – The Baptism of Our Lord 

Grace and Peace…We pause and reflect on the light of Christ which comes into this 

world and each of our lives at this moment calling us beloved…Amen. 

Have you been watching the TV show “Jeopardy – Greatest of All Time or 

“GOAT” as it has become known to the diehard Jeopardy watchers? I was able to watch 

it with my mom during my visit to MN.  This Jeopardy “GOAT” event consists of a 

series of one-hour episodes, to determine if Ken Jennings, Brad Rutter, or James 

Holzhauer will become the "GOAT - Greatest of All Time" at least in Jeopardy.  

       Isaiah, in our first reading tell of the promise of Greatest of All Time or “GOAT” 

in sending of the suffering servant to make all things new. The prophet reminds us that 

God is faithful and send us only the very BEST.  God sends the Word made flesh to 

"heal and transform" this messed world with beauty and grace, peace and justice. God's 

GREATEST OF ALL TIME (GOAT), is JESUS, brings wholeness to every broken place 

on earth, to all the woundedness we experience in this life. The very Spirit of God is 

within this Suffering Servant, the Chosen One whom God upholds and in whom God's 

soul delights. 
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God sends us more than just the best Jeopardy player or Game show contestant 

of all time. Instead God sends Jesus who is truly the greatest of all time, who comes 

without having to answer questions in the form of a question, to be light to the world. 

Sometimes we interact with God as if we are contestants on some sort of gameshow, 

thinking that the right answer needs to be given before the Grace of God is given to us.  

Some scholars suggest that the Isaiah text reminds us of our humanness, our 

embodiment as creatures of God. This reading from Isaiah also calls us to reflect on the 

Incarnation – God made flesh, is a confusing concept, but it is at the heart of the 

Christmas and Epiphany seasons. Our readings this morning are filled with awe and 

wonder at the majesty and the simplicity of God’s grace at work in this world.   

In Matthew we hear of Jesus coming to John to be baptized and John’s insistence 

that he is the one who needs to be baptized by Jesus. Martin Luther tells us that baptism 

is the essence of Christian life: “Thus a Christian life is nothing else than a daily 

baptism, begun once and continuing ever after. For we must keep at it without ceasing, 

always purging whatever pertains to the old Adam, (old self) so that whatever belongs 

to the new creature may come forth.” (Book of Concord [2000 ed.], p.465 

Baptism then is about a new birth, about being born in new ways each and every 

day. We have just entered the year of clear vision and insight – the year 2020. In 

humility Jesus comes to John for Baptism, but as we have heard before, but John 

doesn’t have a clear vision of why he is Baptizing Jesus. Why did Jesus feel this need to 

be baptized by John – because everyone else was doing it? This is a difficult question to 

answer and certainly one to ponder. Jesus’ Baptism shows his connection with God and 

in essence God’s connection with us, even with all the pitfalls of humanity.  
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In his book: “What To Say When You Talk To Your Self” Dr. Shad Helmstetter 

writes: “I was quite young when I first heard the Biblical passage which reads, 'As a 

man thinketh, so is he.' I recall shaking my head, thinking that could not be. How could 

we possibly be what we think? After all, isn’t our physical self one thing, and our 

private thoughts another? (Helmstetter, Shad. What To Say When You Talk To Your 

Self . Park Avenue Press. Kindle Edition.) He goes on to write; “...you’ll find, as I did, 

that it gets down to the simplicity of one small but powerful fact: You will become 

what you think about most; your success or failure in anything, large or small, will 

depend on your programming––what you accept from others, and what you say when 

you talk to yourself.” Helmstetter, Shad. What To Say When You Talk To Your Self (pp. 

7-8). Park Avenue Press. Kindle Edition. 

In this year of 2020 – this year of clear vision and insight we are being reminded 

again of who we are and whose image in which we are created. We are created in the 

image of God, redeemed by Jesus, the Word of God made flesh and sanctified the Holy 

Spirit who cracks open the sky and calls us each of us beloved, even if we don’t so 

beloved.  There is so much that gets in the way of living out our calling as those beloved 

by God.  Most often it is our negative self-talk and how these negative thoughts block 

our “belovedness” as children of God.  

In baptism we are reborn each day – totally NEW - as people who are called 

beloved and we are to share this “beloved-ness” with others. We may often feel like John 

the Baptist; and not feel worthy of God’s Grace or even have some mixed feelings about 

this whole God-becoming-human mystery. Yet this is how God comes to us and all of 

humanity, through Jesus Christ who is the GREATEST OF ALL TIME or GOAT of God. 
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God meets our negative self-talk and calls us “beloved” and encourages each of us to 

grow into who we already are created to be as children of God. 

One pastor shares this baptism story; “It has been my privilege to officiate at a 

variety of baptismal services. Perhaps one of the most meaningful was for two young 

girls who stopped into the church I was serving.  As I left a meeting, I could hear 

singing in the sanctuary. The two sisters were singing hymns in the front pew of the 

church, so I went to speak with them. 

During our conversation, they asked if they could be baptized. We called their 

mother who agreed. We talked about what baptism would mean. The church members 

with whom I had been working gathered with the girls at the baptismal font and we 

celebrated their baptism.” 

Just as those whom John baptized, these young girls sought this sacrament of 

connection and inclusion and grace. Again, it may still seem odd that Jesus would come 

to be baptized, but throughout all his life Jesus sought to live in the ways of God, 

through connecting with others and then connecting us with each other and God. This is 

the connection that was celebrated when these two girls were baptized. It is also 

celebrated each time we remember and live out the grace of God because of our 

baptisms. 

Our greatness is not found in our abilities to answer difficult questions as on 

Jeopardy or at any times when questions make life difficult. It is found in the humanity 

and divinity of God in Jesus Christ who is “Greatest Of All Time” the GOAT of God.  

Jesus was/is sent to redeem, claim and remind us we are more than our “Negative Self-
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Talk” or our ability to answer a question in the form of a question.  God cracks open the 

skies of heaven each and everyday, calling us beloved. Amen. 

The Rev. Dr. Brian K. Oltman  

Resurrection Lutheran Church - 1111 Fifth Street - Coronado, CA - www.rl.church 


