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Sermon – “Wait, I wasn’t ready” – 12-1-19 – First Sunday of Advent 

Grace and Peace…We pause and reflect on the Advent of our God who comes in ways 

totally unexpected - we pause and reflect…Amen. 

At a family reunion two young cousins decided to have a race to see who was the 

fastest.  It wasn’t a big race for a medal or anything like that. It was just a fun family 

picnic race between two cousins, down to the tree and back.  As they lined up one of the 

adults called out: “Ready, Set, Go.” Both boys started running, but almost immediately 

one started to lag behind and slowed way down. Realizing he was going to lose, and out 

of breath he stopped and shouted, “Wait. I wasn’t ready.” 

How many times have each of us made this statement in one situation or 

another?  Sometimes it is humorous like this story or sometimes it relates to life 

changing events.  I remember on the day that I was to take the first part of my license 

exam to become a therapist in CA, I woke up thinking; “Wait am I really ready?”  For a 

split second I felt like crawling back under the covers thinking that I just wasn’t ready, 

even though I had spent years studying and months preparing for this first or two 
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exams. “I really was prepared even though my anxiety tried to undercut me with self-

doubt and insecurity.”   

We smile at the story of the race between the two cousins, but also identify in 

some way; “Wait. Am I really ready – what if things don’t work out?”  Through the 

writer of Matthew in our Gospel today we hear Jesus words about always being ready 

“because no one knows the day or the hour when the Son of God will come,” not even 

the angels or Jesus, himself. Only God knows.  

The images of one being taken and one being left behind are haunting and 

powerful. The scenarios in this text are often associated with what is called the 

misguided understanding of what is called the “rapture,” the idea that at the coming of 

the Lord those who belong to the Lord will be taken up into heaven and spared the time 

of trial. This whole rapture idea is a relatively modern understanding of these verses, 

and other similar apocalyptic writings.  

It seems more likely that Jesus, in this reading is cautioning people to always be 

ready and to be prepared to be faithful, especially in difficult circumstances.  This is 

most certainly true in our current day, with the epidemic of mass shootings, and the 

recent stabbings in London, which give us a new “reality” that terror can strike at a 

moment’s notice.  Yet the flip side of this coin is that the grace of God also strikes at a 

moment’s notice and intervenes in unpredictable ways.  If you saw the news about the 

stabbings in London, you saw the people intervening by tackling and doing whatever 

they could to stop the man who was stabbing people, killing two and injuring many. The 

people who detained this man seemed to really embody the Grace of God with their 

amazing actions.   
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Amy Carmichael, (16 December 1867 – 18 January 1951) who was a Prominent 

Christian missionary in India, for 55 years. She wrote many books about her missionary 

work to India. In one of her writings she wrote, “Blessed are the single-hearted, for they 

shall enjoy much peace. If you refuse to be hurried and pressed, if you stay your soul 

on God, nothing can keep you from that clearness of spirit which is life and peace. In 

that stillness you know what (God’s) His will is.” 

The prophet Isaiah read today foretells of the Messiah that will bring peace 

beyond what the world knows or understands. The words from verse 4 are engraved on 

a wall in New York City near the United Nations building; “they shall beat their swords 

into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 

against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore” The inscription is intended to 

express hope that peace will come one day.  

Advent then calls us to discover the real peace that comes through Jesus Christ.  

More often than not, we come back the phrase we started with this morning, one of 

insecurity, doubt, uncertainty and fear; “Wait. I wasn’t ready.” How does one know 

when one is ready anyway? Does a light bulb come on that tells us we are ready to be 

faithful servants of the coming Messiah?  Making way or creating a path of faith is not 

something that happens suddenly, but sometimes faith is acted out without preparation 

or much thought. The people who brought down the attacker, the man stabbing people 

in London probably didn’t think that this would be a part of the normal activities of their 

day, yet something kicked in when this horrific experience unfolded. This to me, is the 

unexpected power of God working through the ordinary so all might experience the 

extraordinary Grace and Peace of God. 
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During Advent this year the Adult Forum is using the book entitled; “Living well 

through Advent – practicing Peace with all your heart, soul, strength and mind.”  The 

first writer of this book refers to the “Peace of Christ” as a river, sometimes calm and 

sometimes roaring in like a lion. I remember when I first saw the LA river I chuckled 

and asked; “where is it?”  Then after living in LA for during an El Nino year I realized 

how destructive too much rain can be and why the LA River functions more like a 

drainage ditch than most rivers.  

Rivers move and twist at their own rate and flow peacefully in nature or roar like 

a speeding train that seems out of control. The song “Peace like a river” is difficult to 

comprehend when water is destructive in the ways experienced during our recent rain. I 

want peace to be an easy, a free-flowing stream of water moving around my ankles like I 

experienced as a child when we visited the “headwaters” of the Mississippi which begins 

at Lake Itasca in Minnesota and flows 2,320 to the Gulf of Mexico.  I don’t want any 

discomfort and anxiety flowing in my river.  

The peace we expect is to be calm and tranquil which doesn’t change us in any 

way.  But the peace of God is more like a river flowing and changing us or transforming 

us from the inside out.  The peace of Christ moves us to new places which requires that 

we adapt and accept this change and so we don’t become be stagnant. Peace is not the 

absence of conflict, but the trust that God is transforming conflict into reconciliation.  

Peace is not always the calm I experienced as a kid, wading in the gentle 

“Headwaters” of the Mississippi River. Yet it is this “peace” that helps people to stand 

up with courage like the people did in London and those who are seeking positive 

change in this world.  This peace brings the courage to stand within the waters of our 
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souls and reach out beyond ourselves to those who we think are different than we think 

we are – but really, we are so much more the same as Children of God. 

It is through this “Peace” that we welcome Advent again this year.  Peace that 

roars like a mighty river and trickles like a calm stream, always shifting the sands of this 

crazy world.  It is more about “Ready, Set, Go” than “Wait, I wasn’t ready.” In Advent 

we are present because of the “Presence” of God in a world which seems to be watching 

and waiting for something else.  Rather than being people who call out; “Wait, I wasn’t 

ready “we instead call out; “Ready, Set, and Go” whether we feel ready or not during 

this season of Advent. Amen! 
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