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Sermon – “Scandal”– 12-22-19 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Grace and Peace…We pause and reflect on the unexpected ways God into our 

lives.  We pause and reflect…Amen. 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent begins with a scandal, “Did you hear? Mary’s 

pregnant. I never expected this. Mary and Joseph aren’t even married yet.” “Well, I 

heard that Joseph’s not even the father. How could she do that to him? He’s such a 

good and just man.” “Who is the father?” “They say Joseph still intends to take her as 

his wife. He’s going to marry her after all this?” Such a scandal. 

What a mess! Put yourself in Joseph's sandals for a second. A simple man, a 

carpenter. He is about to be married. It would be the normal Jewish three-step 

procedure. There was the engagement, which was often made when the couple were only 

children, usually through the parents or a professional matchmaker. And it was often 

made without the couple involved ever having seen each other. Marriage was considered 

far too serious a step to be left to the emotions of the human heart. Then there was the 

betrothal, which was the ratification of the engagement into which the couple had 
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previously entered. Joseph knows this is a potential scandal. It would be disgraceful and 

damaging to their reputations and the reputations of their families. 

Everyone has a family and every family has a story. If you have watched television 

in the last few years you have probably heard of the show; "This Is Us."  This show 

follows the Pearson family across the decades: from Jack and Rebecca as young parents 

in the 1980s to the present day of their adult children; Kevin, Kate and Randall, who are 

all searching for love and fulfillment.  This life-affirming dramedy reveals how the 

tiniest events in our lives impact who we become, and how the connections we share 

with each other can transcend time, distance and even death.  

Kevin and Kate are the two surviving members of a triplet pregnancy, born six 

weeks premature on their father Jack's 36th birthday in 1980; their brother is stillborn. 

Believing they were meant to have three children, Jack and Rebecca, who are white, 

decide to adopt Randall, an African American child born the same day and brought to 

the same hospital after his biological father abandoned him at a fire station. And so, the 

story goes. 

Today Joseph experiences something that transcends his world.  He hears 

scandalous news about Mary, his betrothed, which is quite troublesome and threatens to 

ruin their relationship; Mary is pregnant. Joseph isn’t sure what to do with this news 

and the potential scandal it would cause both he and Mary. After much contemplation 

Joseph finally comes to a life changing decision. Being a righteous man, Joseph was 

unwilling to expose Mary or himself to the public disgrace of a scandal and planned to 

dismiss her quietly.  

Everything changed for Joseph one night when he was night during his dreams. 
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He was pondering, and wrestling with his decision to dismiss Mary. Joseph’s view of 

Mary, her pregnancy, even himself become more than ever could cope. He began to see 

this situation, this scandalous pregnancy, through the eyes of faith as he heard the voice 

of an angel speak to him.  

Joseph’s dream was unlike any other dream he had ever had before. In this 

dream an angel of the Lord appeared and said; "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid 

to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She 

will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 

sins." What Joseph once considered a scandal became a promise from God.  

“When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 

him; he took her as his wife, 25 but had no marital relations with her until she had 

borne a son; and he named him Jesus; Emmanuel," which means, ‘God is with us.”  

Joseph, a righteous man would fulfill the promises of God by moving through the fear 

he experienced to the bigger picture.  Something “Scandalous” had become something 

sacred.  Jesus, Emanuel – God with us” savior of the world was born because Joseph 

addressed his fears and the real-life Scandal of Mary’s pregnancy.  

On this last Sunday of Advent, we are called again to move through our fears or 

anxiety or chaos we might experience in the preparations of this season and to 

remember the promise of God, given to Joseph. Joseph, a righteous man engages with 

the bigger plan of God and participates in bringing about the hope of a Messiah.  

It appears that we are to be more like Joseph, who came to understand what 

“God-with us” meant for his life and ultimately the whole world.  The family portrayed 

in the tv show, “This Is Us,” experiences promises, and possibilities never expected.  
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After one of the triplets is still born, the grieving parents take on the responsibilities of 

adopting and raising an abandoned baby. This was not what they expected and even 

though this is a television show, scripted with a story line to engage those watching, 

lessons still can be learned. 

Joseph expected his life with Mary to be different than it became, Jack and 

Rebecca, in “This Is Us” didn’t expect to raise a child not born to them.  We as Children 

of God live in the unexpected in this world, knowing that God-is with us in every 

situation. God-with us comes to our own everyday “This Is Us” stories in the unexpected 

with hope and promise. 

What are your hopes and dreams for this Christmas and for your life as the 

righteous of God, like Joseph?  Joseph had a plan and found out that God had another 

plan, and it became confusing. Often when we think we have everything figured out in 

our lives something happens which interrupts and changes these plans, just like the 

story line on “This Is Us.”  The unexpected and changing plans are what makes this 

show a favorite of so many people. 

It took a while for the dream Joseph had to settle into his heart and mind.  

Against his better judgment, he realizes the dream he has is a revelation of a bigger 

picture, that moves him through his fear. The purpose and power and blessing are a part 

of the bigger picture for us too, but God is with Us in our own “This Is Us” stories of life. 

What then do we do? Do we look for and see the angels of God who come to us in our 

everyday lives, our everyday situations? Are we being attentive to the needs of others as 

Joseph was attentive to the needs of Mary and the life changing will of God?  

In Big and Small dreams God is with us and reminds us that even out of the 
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unexpected something amazing happens. This is the promise we are given as we move 

from Advent to Christmas. Amen 
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