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Sermon – “Riddles of Faith” – 11-10-19 – Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost 

Grace and Peace…We pause and reflect on our God who is the God of the living – 

helping us to live in each moment of each day. We pause and reflect…Amen. 

As I wrote in the Digest this week, Jesus is being asked a question in our Gospel 

that feels more like one of those “Gotcha Questions” people often ask to stump and to 

discredit the person being asked. This question seems to be a riddle to put to rest the 

ongoing dispute between the Pharisees and the Sadducees about what happens at the 

end of life.   

Riddles are intended to keep the brain active as it considers the possible answers. 

Most of us have heard the phrase “use it or lose it?” That’s quite literally true when it 

comes to the way our brains age. When we don’t actively seek novel experiences that 

expose our minds to all sorts of new and challenging stimuli, our neuroreceptors die off 

from lack of use. 
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Brain teasers can help keep the mind stimulated by encouraging it to think and 

act in new and novel ways. Lateral thinking keeps us feeling fresh, creative, on our toes, 

so to speak, when tackling new problems. And we aren’t often given enough 

opportunities to exercise lateral thinking in our everyday lives. 

Here are four short riddles to activate your brain today: 

You can find me in Mercury, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn, but not Venus or 

Neptune. What am I? (The letter R.) 

You can hold me close to your heart without using your hands or your arms. 

What am I? (Your breath.) 

I travel the world, yet never leave the corner. What am I? (A postage stamp.) 

They say that I’m golden, but if you even whisper my name, I disappear. What am 

I? (Silence.) 

 The Riddle presented to Jesus seems less about activating his brain and more 

about undermining his credibility. The Pharisees and the Sadducees are arguing about 

the possible answers to this riddle; “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother 

dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up 

children for his brother. 29 Now there were seven brothers; the first married and died 

childless; 30 then the second 31 and the third married her, and so in the same way all 

seven died childless. 32 Finally the woman also died. 33 In the resurrection, therefore, 

whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her."   

This seems to be a complicated and impossible riddle to solve. But Jesus gives an 

answer that only Jesus can give; "Those who belong to this age marry and are given in 

marriage; 35 but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the 
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resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage…38 Now he is 

God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive."  

Jesus’s response to the Riddle presented to him is that this woman—and all 

people—are the “children of the resurrection” and in reality, lose all connection to 

worldly things, after death, even relationships. When one looks at the present life 

through this understanding things look different. Old beliefs and concrete 

understandings no longer apply.   

If God is “God of the living,” we as followers of Jesus ought to be about things 

that bring life and less concerned about what happens after death. Too often, we get 

caught up in the details of life (and death) that we miss the opportunities to live in the 

joy of the moment.  

The Riddle presented in our Gospel today reminds us of the friction and fighting 

that went on between the religious leaders of Jesus time. The Pharisees and the 

Sadducees were constantly struggling over the subject life after death. Each group tried 

to persuade those listening to them that their side was the right side.   

The Pharisees believed that the will of God was revealed, not just in the 

Pentateuch, but continued to speak to and through God's people daily. The Sadducees 

were horrified by this theological understanding because they believed in the first five 

books of the Old Testament.  Through the riddle presented to Jesus each group wanted 

to put an end to the questions of life after death, yet they probably didn’t like the answer 

they were given.   

However, this tricky question wasn't about the law or to whom this woman would 

be married to after death. The question or riddle was about what heaven was going to be 
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like.  Part of the reason both the Sadducees and Pharisees had difficulty believing in the 

age to come or the resurrection of the body was the way they were trained and taught.  

This can be difficult for us as well; we all filter Scripture through our own lenses of 

experience and understandings, as well as our beliefs.   

A young pastor had just taken his first call. The church president came by to visit 

him on a Sunday afternoon. He was a highly respected member of this congregation for 

over 25 years. 

They were sitting on the back porch of the parsonage and the man said, "Pastor, 

I've got something to tell you. I've never told this to a soul, it's extremely difficult to tell 

you this now, my wife and I have had a fight almost every day for the past 30 years of 

our marriage." 

The young pastor was taken back. He nervously took a sip of his coffee. He didn't 

know what to say. After a brief pause, the young Pastor said, "Everyday?" "Yes, just 

about every day." "Did you fight today before you came to church?" "Yes." "Well, how 

did it end up?" "She came crawling to me on her hands and knees." "My Goodness 

what did she say?" "Come out from under that bed you coward and fight like a man!" 

Life can be filled with unresolved conflict because of one’s lack of openness to the 

other person and their belief system.  The Pharisees and Sadducees failed to look 

beyond their ongoing conflict to what it really means to believe in God. They were so 

focused on themselves and their incessant argument and their need to be right about the 

“rules and regulations” of death and the afterlife, that they missed living in the moment 

with God, who is “God of the living.”  

“Riddles and Brain Teasers” can be challenging especially when one is so focused 
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being right. Often, we get caught up in the understanding that there is just one right way 

to believe.  As we wrestle with the “Riddles” of faith we are reminded that life is to be 

lived in the moment because our God is a God of the living. Amen! 
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