
Page 1 of 5 

 

 

 

Sermon – “Persistent Pestering Faith” – 10-20-19 - Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Grace and Peace…We pause and reflect on the Persistence of God as grow in our 

persistence in following God daily. We pause and reflect…Amen. 

The cartoon strip; “Peanuts,’’ is read all over the world and translated into 21 

languages every day. When Charles Schultz first started drawing Charlie Brown, he was 

astonished at the number of people who wrote to him saying, “Why can’t you create 

happy stories for us? Why does Charlie Brown always have to lose? Why can’t you let 

him kick the football?”  

Schulz responded: “Well, there’s nothing funny about the person who gets to kick 

the football. Drama and humor come from trouble and sadness, and mankind’s 

astounding ability to survive life’s unhappiness.” Shultz continued, “Charlie Brown’s 
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daily life is a struggle, and we can empathize with him, since he is the person that 

everything bad seems to happen to. He is likable, however, and would probably make 

a good friend. He’s decent and kind. He never gives up trying to fly his kite, win a 

baseball game or kick a football…Even after his worst days, though, in a way, he 

triumphs over adversity. He realizes, like the rest of us, that it is amazing how rapidly 

things can turn around, from good to bad” (Shultz, Charles M. “Charlie Brown, Snoopy 

and Me,” Doubleday, 1980, pp. 36-37, 55).     

The widow in our gospel today could have given up, most people would have, yet 

she persisted. With nothing to lose and very little to fear she was relentless in her 

pursuit in seeking the “justice” she desired.  This is a “radicle” parable for Jesus to tell 

because at that time widows had little power or rights because she wasn’t a man and had 

no direct connections to a man.  She and other widows were considered to be on the 

lowest level of society, next to Lepers and the poor.  On the other hand, we have a judge 

who was on the upper end of the cultural ladder. He most likely prospered from serving 

the “rich and famous” so he had little time for this widow, an outcast due to her 

circumstances of life.  

The widow seems to represent the weak and powerless of this world, whose pleas 

and circumstances are often ignored.  I can just see her on the evening news or on one 

of the many “Judge Judy” type of TV shows on at the moment; interrupting the court 

and shouting at the judge. It is easy to see why the judge was annoyed with her 

“persistent pestering” in seeking him out.  Yet, she was determined to be heard.   

While women, especially widows had very little power in the male dominated 

society of that day, they were not mistreated in public. The judge would have likely been 
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publicly criticized if he would have had her forcibly removed and taken away. Yet her 

“persistent pestering” wore him down.   

Jesus uses rhetoric in this parable to argue the case of someone who represents 

those on the lowest rung of the proverbial “ladders” of life, who experience injustice in 

this world.  If an unjust judge was able to finally listen, how much greater is a “just” 

God able to listen and hear the persistent prayers of God’s people.   

I saw a posting on Facebook recently that was entitled "Things I Really Don 't 

Understand." It had a list of questions without any clear-cut answers, such as;  

Why do doctors, lawyers and therapists call what they do – practice – are they 

saying they aren’t very good at what they do and are practicing to get better? 

Why is abbreviation such a long word? 

Why is it that when you're driving and looking for an address, you turn down the 

volume on your radio? 

Why is a boxing ring square? 

What was the best thing before sliced bread? 

How do they get the deer to cross the highway at those yellow signs? 

How did a fool and his money ever get together in the first place? 

These lighthearted questions are a reminder that there are a lot of things in this 

life that we just really don't understand. There are so many ways God acts in this world 

that we don’t truly understand. We don't really understand disease and why someone 

who has been healthy for most of their life, would become suddenly ill with cancer or 

some other disease.  We don't understand accidents because they happen so randomly 

and in the blink of an eye one’s whole world can be changed forever. Why is there so 
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much pain in our world? Why do good people suffer? Why do we hurt one another? Why 

can't people get along? And why do some of the best prayers seem to go unanswered? 

This list of questions about the things we don’t really understand seems to be 

endless. And maybe we might add these questions to the list; “What are our expectations 

of God? When we face the troubles of the world, the heartaches of life, the tough 

challenges of one’s existence. what can we count on from God? Where is God when we 

feel like we are on the lowest rung on the ‘ladder’ of life like the widow in our gospel?”  

One would think that after “trying” so diligently, the persistent widow would have 

lost her steam, and energy and desire to get the judges attention, but she doesn’t.  She 

doesn’t lose hope, in fact she becomes even more persistent in her quest for justice. 

The point of the story seems to be; “No matter what we experience, God is there, 

and persistent.” God is responsive and dedicated to the needs of God’s Creation.  God is 

persistent even when we give up or try and find another way besides God. We often 

become inpatient with God and forget that God’s time is not our time. What God wills is 

not always what we wish for or pray for, even in our most desperate times.  God comes 

in the unexpected and redeems the world and encourages each of us to be each other’s 

answers to the prayers we pray.  The path to the Cross was unexpected for those 

following Jesus, how could they even anticipate that their messiah would die right in 

front of their eyes on the cross? 

Even Charlie Brown, who on his worst days is at least persistent and gets back up 

when Lucy “yanks” away the football he is trying to kick. Charlie Brown seems to realize 

that life is about being persistent and getting up when one falls no matter how 

challenging that might be.  I close this message with words of faith by former President 
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Jimmy Carter: “My faith demands that I do whatever I can, wherever I am, whenever I 

can, for as long as I can with whatever I have to try to make a difference.” Amen 
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