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Sermon – “Legacy of Grace” – 10-27-19 – Reformation Sunday 

Grace and Peace…We pause and reflect on the Reforming Grace of God in our lives. We 

pause and reflect…Amen. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., said “if a man did not share the action and passion of 

his times, it might be said of him that he never lived.”  In 1524, when a group of 

German peasants revolted, they probably never expected the impact that their protest 

would have throughout the world.  This reckless band described as “heretics” was seen 

as a “nuisance” protesting the teachings of the church at the time and the political 

enmeshment between the church and the government.   

For some, the Reformation only brought about political and religious chaos. The 

reality is that the Reformation brought about long-lasting changes in both the religious 

and political climate of the world. The Reformation movement was a legacy of change 

which is believed to have increased literacy rates by encouraging people to learn to read 

and providing printed material, improved the lives of women by giving them a voice, 

promoting free enterprise opportunities, encouraged scientific discoveries, and 
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empowering people to embrace faith in a way that had never done before.   

The Reformation Movement created a living legacy which continues to today.   

Susan V. Bosak of the Legacy Project writes; “The concept of legacy is a powerful life 

tool for all ages and a catalyst for social change. Legacy is about life and living. It's 

about learning from the past, living in the present, and building for the future. Where 

do you think it's best to plant a young tree: a clearing in an old-growth forest or an 

open field? Ecologists tell us that a young tree grows better when it's planted in an 

area with older trees. The reason, it seems, is that the roots of the young tree are able 

to follow the pathways created by former trees and implant themselves more deeply. 

Over time, the roots of many trees may actually graft themselves to one another, 

creating an intricate, interdependent foundation hidden under the ground. In this 

way, stronger trees share resources with weaker ones so that the whole forest becomes 

healthier. That's legacy: an interconnection across time, with a need for those who 

have come before us and a responsibility to those who come after us.”  

Legacy seems fundamental to what it is to be human. Research shows that 

without a sense of legacy, people lose meaning in their life. Exploring the idea of legacy 

offers a glimpse into human relationships and building strong communities, as well as 

the human spirit. 

Today we are doing more than just observing something that happened over 500 

years ago, we are living in the legacy of the Reformation and the interconnection with 

those who sought change or reforming of our understandings and faith.  This change 

involved a rethinking of how God’s Grace comes to us and is lived out or shines through 

our everyday lives.   
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Often when we think of “Legacy” we think of something that happens after death. 

Creating a legacy is something presidents and other politicians contemplate as they 

leave office, shaping the way they want to be remembered.  Have you ever thought 

about the “Epitaph” you want on your grave marker or tombstone? I have, I want this 

message shared with those remembering me; “once was lost but now am found, was 

blind but now I see,” from the hymn Amazing Grace. What message do you want to 

share with others remembering you? 

Recently I read about James Lewis Pettigru who was best known for his service as 

the Attorney General of South Carolina in the 1800’s. When South Carolina seceded 

from the Union in 1860, Petigru famously remarked, "South Carolina is too small for a 

republic and too large for an insane asylum."  One biography described him as; “a 

Southern Conservative, Southern Dissenter, ‘Northerners venerated his loyalty to the 

Union, Constitution, and, yes, country,’ and the ‘Southerners prized his sense of honor, 

his independence, his courageous pursuit of justice for the weak…”” His life was so 

exemplary that after his death the community where he was raised erected a memorial 

in his honor inscribed with these words: 

UNAWED BY OPINION, UNSEDUCED BY FLATTERY, UNDISMAYED BY 

DISASTER, HE CONFRONTED LIFE WITH COURAGE, AND DEATH WITH 

CHRISTIAN HOPE. 

We hear about the legacy bestowed onto us in the words of Jesus our gospel; "If 

you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, 

and the truth will make you free."  As current day disciples We live in the legacy of 

God’s grace to which we are called.  We also live in the legacy of all who have gone 
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before us.  Next Sunday we celebrate “All Saints Day,” remembering those near and 

dear to us to whom we will always be connected as members of the “Priesthood of all 

Believers.” By the legacy of others and the Grace of God in Jesus Christ we experience 

the truth that makes us free. We no longer are slave to anything that keeps us from 

living fully because of the Grace of God, even in the midst of corruption, war, 

persecution, self-abatement, or our insecurities.  In Jesus Christ we have been set free 

to life lives of faithful service and joy because of the legacy of Jesus Christ. 

When a loved one dies, we are reminded that life is precious and short.  When 

one thinks of how they will be remembered, it is sometimes about mission or purpose, 

but mainly it is our Ego’s need to not to be forgotten. Legacy can seem selfish and ego 

based, but Legacy is really about life and living. It helps us decide the kind of life we 

want to live and the kind of world we want to live in. 

In the movie “The Fellowship of the Ring” the elf queen Galadriel says, “And 

some things that should not have been forgotten were lost. History became legend. 

Legend became myth”.  

This opening scene declares a truth concerning important things that have been 

forgotten. For the story of The Lord of The Rings, this forgotten truth leads to the rise of 

pain and suffering. Because of the amnesia of the past, the dark lord Sauron was able to 

rise in power. 

Although we should not forget the painful reminders of the past, we cannot live in 

the past. We are freed by the Grace of God to live full and happy lives NOW, because of 

the legacy of Grace established in Jesus Christ.  We live the legacy of change or “re-

formation” when we confront the things that keep us stuck from moving forward and 
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living as free people.  We are called live in the “legacy of Grace” which sets us free each 

day to reflect the love of Christ with others.  Amen!  

The Rev. Dr. Brian K. Oltman  
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