
Page 1 of 5 

 

 

Sermon – “Great Wow!” – 11-24-19 – Christ the King Sunday 

Grace and Peace…We pause and reflect on our God who reigns in this world with truth, 

love, majesty and grace. May we realize this each day - we pause and reflect…Amen. 

During a recent performance by The Handel and Haydn Society in Boston, a 

young concertgoer yelled "wow" when the final number ended. The society's president 

was so touched by the reaction, he decided to track down who called out “Wow” at the 

concert by emailing everyone who attended this performance. Steve Hartman explains 

in a repeated edition of “On the Road” on the CBS Evening News.  What was discovered 

is that the “Wow” came from a young boy with autism. Autism, or autism spectrum 

disorder (ASD), refers to a broad range of conditions characterized by challenges with 

social skills, repetitive behaviors, speech and nonverbal communication challenges.   

The type of ASD with which this boy is diagnosed is Speech & nonverbal 

communication. Often it is thought that children/adults with this disorder will not be 
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able to communicate at all or it will be awkward or inappropriate. Someone with this 

type of ASD may be delayed in speech development and language skills, may repeat 

phrases, and give unrelated answers to questions. 

What makes this story so monumental is that this young boy who has this type of 

impairment responded as he did at the end of this concert.  He was so captivated by 

their performance he let out the biggest “Wow,” anyone would imagine, especially given 

his diagnosis. This “Great Wow” moved everyone hearing it, as well as the president of 

Handel and Haydn Society.  This monumental “Wow” is even more moving when one 

learns of the circumstances of this young boy, who most thought would never be able to 

speak. 

In today’s gospel passage, there is a “Great Wow” and a monumental moment 

that takes place in the passion Gospel which is most familiar to us on Good Friday.  

This “Great Wow” takes place when one of the criminals being crucified alongside Jesus 

says to him; "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." This criminal in 

his dying breath has a “Great Wow” moment of awareness and realization of who Jesus 

is as the Messiah sent by God. “Wow he is truly who he says he is; King of Kings and 

Lord of Lords – Son of God – WOW!” 

On this Christ the King Sunday are you experiencing a similar “Wow Factor” as 

boy with autism or the criminal being crucified with Jesus?  When I first saw that this 

was the gospel for today, I said “Wow.”  Not because I was amazed at the appointed 

reading but that it seemed misplaced in our lectionary for Christ the King Sunday, 

because of its familiarity for Good Friday.  Yet when we look at this reading it is really 

the whole gospel or Good News of God in a nutshell.  Jesus Christ is proclaimed as, 
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“King of the Jews,” who lived and died for us. “Wow.”  

In the United States we have a difficult time understanding the concepts of 

“King” and “Lord.” Our best example of royalty comes mainly from England, especially 

after US citizen; Meghan Markel became Duchess of Sussex following her marriage to 

Prince Harry in 2018.  Most recently Prince Andrew’s close ties with Jeffrey Epstein, 

convicted sex offender has been all over the news, which gives us a different 

understanding of royalty.  For some reason there is a strong interest in the activities of 

the royals, whether positive or negative.  

We aren’t alone in our obsession or expectations of royalty. The people of Jesus 

time had different thoughts and ideas about the meaning of being a king than Jesus did. 

They thought that the Messiah, for whom they were waiting, would be a powerful king 

who would overthrow their oppressors and bring power and prosperity to Israel. This 

just wasn’t the type of a king that Jesus would be. He is our “Good Shepherd King,” 

ruling with love. 

The people at that time understood that “Kings” were meant to bring peace, 

security and prosperity to the people of their kingdom. People pledged their allegiance 

to the king and were devoted to him. In return, they could go about their lives in relative 

peace that allowed them to prosper while enjoying a full and satisfying life. “Wow” 

maybe that’s what we really expect as follows of Christ the King. 

Jesus was charged with “impersonating” a king and given the title: “King of the 

Jews” even though the Jewish people rejected him.  In 2016 in in the city of Perm in 

central Russia, filmmaker Ilya Novikov was arrested for “impersonating” Jesus. He was 

filmed wearing long white robes as he walked along the road carrying a massive cross. 
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Motorists and pedestrians alike reacted with fury to this display in their city. One of the 

offended bystanders contacted the police after witnessing the strange stunt.  

Outraged church leaders reacted with disbelief and accused this man who 

“impersonated” Jesus of blasphemy. "Nobody has the right to try on the image of Jesus 

Christ, who is our sacred lord," stated Father Igor Anoufriev, the rector of the city's 

Church of St George. He continued: "This, of course, offends believers.” The 23-year-old 

artist and filmmaker said his stunt was to prove that people are just as cruel today as 

they were 2,000 years ago.  (By LIZZIE STROMME PUBLISHED: 16:50, Fri, Aug 19, 

2016 | UPDATED: 17:01, Fri, Aug 19, 2016 – Express Newspapers, UK) 

All I can say is “WOW.” I find it amazing that “imitating Christ” was “offensive to 

believers.” Then again in some way it makes sense.  People were offended by Jesus 

claims and actions and believed the false narrative that he claimed to be something that 

he was not.  How could Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of God, redeemer of the world and 

be in this situation, right? “Just Wow!” 

Yet the story of the man who impersonated Jesus shows how uncomfortable 

human beings are with anything that upsets the status quo or the standards of life and 

faith. We often expect Jesus to act like an earthly king and use physical force and 

supernatural power to bring order out of chaos in our kingdoms.  We are often 

disappointed when Jesus doesn’t answer our prayers as quickly as we would like or 

allows sickness, tragedies, and struggles to be in this world. 

We proclaim the “reign” of Jesus, as Son of God, the Messiah on this Christ the 

King Sunday.  The question presented to us is not, “Is Jesus a king?” but rather, “what 

kind of king do we say Jesus is?” Could any of us get arrested for impersonating or being 
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Christ to this world? How do we daily exclaim “WoW” in our lives because of the most 

amazing Good News we are given by the love and grace of God on the cross of Christ. We 

then are called to do more than impersonate Christ, we are called to be Christ to each 

person we meet - “Wow!”  Amen 
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