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Sermon – “Emulating Grace” – 11-17-19 – Twenty Third Sunday after Pentecost 

Grace and Peace…We pause and reflect on our God who calls us to emulate love and 

grace each day in our testimony of God. We pause and reflect…Amen. 

There is a segment on the ABC 10 News in San Diego entitled “Positively San 

Diego.” The purpose of this show is to highlight stories in the San Diego area that are 

different than other news stories.  It’s not that Channel 10 is avoiding the “hard hitting” 

news stories which impact each of us in some way, but the focus seems to be focusing on 

the positive real stories in the midst of all the difficult stories, especially this week with 

the school shootings and all of the Impeachment news.   

The segment I watched on Friday evening was about the important work of two 

who walk the halls of Tri-City Medical Center. The two service dogs each have their own 

stories of survival. "I think every one of us, animal or human, has our own story. We all 

have our trials and tribulations. And so, I think having animals that have been 

through some difficult times helps them relate with our patients in a much more 

profound way," said Aaron Byzak, Chief External Affairs Officer for Tri-City Medical 

Center. 

Two veterans of the Pet Therapy Program are Prince the poodle and Calamity 
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Jane the golden retriever, one a cancer survivor and the other a trauma survivor.  "He 

(Prince) has had nine lives, and I think part of his motivation for giving back is he just 

loves to work, and he loves people," said Mary Gleisberg, Prince's owner. Prince had 

cancer or lymphoma twice, had heat stroke and survived swallowing a leash.  Shar 

Pauley, who rescued Calamity Jane, who had been abused and only has 3 legs stated; 

"She's a very strong, strong, little pup, she's got a mind of her own, and she tells me 

which rooms she'd like to visit. Sometimes she'll walk down that hallway and then 

she'll stop and say I think this person needs a visit."   

These therapy dogs are tasked with helping in the healing process of patients who 

are up against the diversity of their various illnesses. They emulate the compassion and 

caring that was shown to them when they were rescued.  In our reading from 2 

Thessalonians 3:7-9; we hear about what it means to emulate or imitate Christ in our 

lives; “7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when 

we were with you, 8 and we did not eat anyone's bread without paying for it; but with 

toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. 9 

This was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an example to 

imitate.” The example of Christ. 

If we were to trace the tradition passed down by the apostles who lived among the 

Thessalonians, we would find a tradition that includes: 

•an emphasis on grace, and peace (2 Thessalonians 1:2, 12; 2:16, 3:16). 

•a reminder that the revelation of Jesus Christ is rooted in his relationship with 

God the Creator (1:1). 

•a relationship between Jesus and his disciples which is one of devoted love (1:13, 
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16; 2:5). 

•the faithfulness of Jesus doing the work that God called him to be about (3:5). 

•The otherworldly power of God.  

•There is then a call to work, but to work for righteousness sake, not our own. 

Each of us, animal or human, has our own story. We all have our trials and 

tribulations. Prince and Calamity Jane have been through some difficult times which 

helps them to connect with others in very profound ways. We also connect to each other 

through our own trials and tribulations, joys and sorrows. When connecting in this way, 

we imitate or emulate the grace and love of Christ in this world.  We are to be Christ to 

a world that does not always experience love and unconditional grace.  

Our Gospel today is very confusing, very intense, but it is also clarifying. Our 

Gospel reading depicts a traumatic scene, when Jesus prophesies the destruction of the 

temple. For many of his listeners, this is terrifying and unimaginable -- yet Jesus points 

out that we should not be afraid because it is actually a sign that God is at work in the 

world. The ruins of the temple are not so much about catastrophe, but rather hope for 

the future. This is the hope that the prophet Isaiah speaks about when he talks about the 

new thing God is doing in this world each day.  This is what we testify to as followers of 

the resurrected Christ. // 

Lydia and Millen, are typical teenagers, who might be at the mall or texting their 

friends. But when it is time for their youth group to serve a meal for the homeless 

downtown, they are the first to sign up. When kids in the elementary schools need 

tutoring, they are there. When the Youth Director asks for volunteers to go and see one 

of the shut-ins at the Alzheimer's Center, they always raise their hands. They are willing 



Page 4 of 4 

 

to respond to those opportunities to testify to God's hope, God's presence, and God's 

love, because when they immigrated here from Ethiopia seven years ago, people testified 

this good news to them. 

We all have opportunities like this to testify -- every day it seems. Like St. Francis 

said, “and sometimes we even use words.”  Today Linda is joining our family of faith. 

Each of you in some way have “testified” to her that this is a congregation filled with 

grace and love, as well as trials and tribulations.  Linda, we are very happy that you are 

joining us on this journey of faith. 

Thanksgiving is coming up. Even though Thanksgiving is considered an “eating 

holiday,” it is a time to testify and give thanks to the God who gives us more than we 

realize. Thanksgiving is the most universal of the holidays that we share with others in 

this country.  It is different than the 4th of July, or Memorial Day, Labor Day or even 

Halloween.  Thanksgiving is an opportunity to give testimony and thanks to our God 

who empowers us daily with new opportunities of faith.  Living a life of gratitude is a 

lifelong process of testifying to who we are “Children of God” fueled by grace. We are to 

imitate or emulate the compassion and caring of God in our lives, just like Calamity 

Jane and Prince do for the patients they visit every day.  Amen! 

 

The Rev. Dr. Brian K. Oltman  

Resurrection Lutheran Church - 1111 Fifth Street - Coronado, CA - www.rl.church 


