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Sermon – “Crooked Paths” – 12-8-19 – Second Sunday of Advent 

Grace and Peace…We pause and reflect on the crooked paths of our lives where God 

finds us - we pause and reflect…Amen. 

Have you ever wondered why Jesus needed to be baptized? What difference did it 

make for Jesus to have John baptize him in the murky waters Jordan River?  At first 

glance, it seems that Jesus’ baptism really had no purpose at all especially since John’s 

baptism was the baptism of repentance. (Matthew 3:11) What would Jesus need to be 

repentant of since he was the Son of God, the Messiah?  

Even though Jesus is not being baptized in our gospel today, John refers to Jesus 

coming in an unexpected way; "I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is 

more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”  John had a baptism of repentance, a 

baptism that was intended for change, to turn around and make life different, for long 

lasting change. John recognized his own need for repentance and wanted others to have 

the same awareness.   

When John baptized Jesus, Jesus was about to begin His public ministry by 

traveling on a path that was filled with ups and downs with the ultimate destination 
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being the Cross.  The path Jesus takes is anything but direct and seems “crooked” and 

uncertain, even for us today.  John was the “voice crying in the wilderness” prophesied 

by Isaiah, calling people to be prepared for their Messiah (Isaiah 40:3). By baptizing 

Jesus, John was declaring to all that Jesus is the “One” they had been waiting for since 

being foretold by Isaiah. Yet Jesus baptism was different and that’s what John is 

referring to in the Gospel today.  

Jesus is the” One” who would baptize “with the Holy Spirit and fire” (Matthew 

3:11). The journey of faith is rarely direct or has short cuts. Often it is thought that if one 

just has “enough faith” they might not suffer or struggle on the “crooked paths” of life, 

but this doesn’t seem to be the case.  If you have ever been hiking, you know that 

“switchbacks” are the most effective way to deal with the steepest paths on the trail.  

Life and faith seem to be a series of “switchbacks” helping us to cope with the steepest 

challenges presented. John was proclaiming that a change was to take place and he 

hoped that those listening to him would grow in their awareness of God’s promise of 

hope to world that was and maybe is expecting or hoping for something else.   

How many remember the Holiday “Wish book” that would come out every fall, 

sometime in late October or early November?  Yes, the Sears Wish Book was a part of 

my childhood, and maybe yours too. It was first published in 1934 and died somewhere 

in the 1990s. Every generation of the last century browsed through the full-color, glossy 

pages of the Wish Book catalog.  I remember looking through almost every page of this 

catalog, bending down the corners of the pages of the things that piqued my interest. All 

the things that were guaranteed to make my Christmas wishes come true. 

All the hopes and dreams of Christmas seemed possible through the “Wish 
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Book.”  Even though Santa’s helpers, my parents would tell us that Santa could only 

grant a few of the wishes and Santa’s sleigh could only handle a certain number of toys 

for all the “Good little boys and girls.” This was the way to keep us from being 

disappointed if the present asked for wasn’t under the tree on Christmas morning.  

The Sears “Wish Book” holds a fond place in my memory book of life, even 

though I didn’t always get what I was hoping and wishing for.  John the Baptist is 

proclaiming something that one wouldn’t find in the Sears “Wish Book,” he is promising 

something that goes the pages of any catalog or web search.  John is proclaiming and 

promising that there is one who will come in ways never expected or come in ways we 

wish for.  This story is less about the threat or fear of a savior who will judge us for not 

being “good little boys and girls” but a guarantee that “One” is coming to “switch things 

up” – this is the promise that fulfills all the hopes and dreams and wishes of the world.  

Advent is about the “Wishes” of hopes and the promise that God is always doing 

something “NEW” and “Unexpected” in this world. It is a time of anticipation, of looking 

through our “Wish Books” of faith and bending over the corners of the pages that give 

hope and promise.   

John’s message is filled with urgency but also the promise of God’s fulfillment of 

life everlasting in Jesus the Christ. This is the promise of God to the people who had 

been wandering on “crooked paths” with an uncertain future.   

We might wish for things to be different and think money, prestige, power, 

deceit/lying and greed are necessary to survive or even thrive in this world. This is false 

hope often promised by governments or power-hungry individuals and organizations 

suggesting that true hope comes in a different way than the unexpected ways of God. 
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False hope promises nothing more than to feed our egos with mistruths. 

God comes to us on the “crooked paths” of life revealing so much more than what 

we expect or for what we may even wish.  Through our baptisms we are connected to 

Christ who gives us “New” opportunities to us each day, even our “crooked paths” of 

growth as Children of God. This can be challenging, because it is difficult to adopt new 

understandings of things, all by yourself. It’s even harder to live in that new 

understanding alone. That’s why we gather together each Sunday in worship and 

support each other in our lives of faith.  

John promises hope for his listeners and a reminder that there is one who is has 

come and is coming that is greater than anything the world can promise.  Jesus, the 

messiah comes like nothing we expect or even wish for in our “Wish Books” of life and 

faith. He wasn’t a powerful world leader or president or politician, who often proclaim 

themselves to be as great as God, if not greater.  John is preaching a message intended 

to give hope to ALL walking on the “crooked paths” of life reminding us that there are no 

short cuts on this journey of faith. We are also reminded that we are not alone on the 

crooked paths leading us to a deeper of God and each other. This is my wish for you 

during this Advent Season! 
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