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Sermon - “Got Ubuntu?” ("oo-BOON-too") - 17th Sunday after Pentecost – 10-6-19 

Grace and Peace to in the name of the one who is Creator, Redeemer and 

Sanctifier. We pause and reflect on what it means to be faithful to God and 

others…Amen. 

In his book, “The Orthodox Heretic”, Peter Rollins writes a parable he calls 

“Finding Faith.” “There was once a fiery preacher who possessed a powerful but unusual 

gift. He found that, from an early age, when he prayed for individuals, they would 

supernaturally lose all of their religious convictions. They would invariably lose all of 

their beliefs about the prophets, the sacred Scriptures, and even God. So the preacher 

learned not to pray for people but instead he limited himself to preaching inspiring 

sermons and doing good works.  

However, one day while travelling across the country, the preacher found himself 

in a conversation with a businessman who happened to be going in the same direction. 

The businessman was a very powerful and ruthless merchant banker, who was honored 

by his colleagues and respected by his adversaries. Their conversation began because the 

businessman, possessing a deep, abiding faith, had noticed the preacher reading from 

the Bible. He introduced himself to the preacher and they began to talk. As they chatted 
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together this powerful man told the preacher all about his faith in God and his love of 

Christ. He spoke of how his work did not really define who he was but was simply what 

he had to do. 

“The world of business is a cold one,” he confided to the preacher, “And in my 

line of work I find myself in situations that challenge my Christian convictions. But I try, 

as much as possible, to remain true to my faith. Indeed, I attend a local church every 

Sunday, participate in a prayer circle, engage in stewardship activities and contribute 

monetarily in my offerings. These activities help to remind me of who I really am.’ 

After listening carefully to the businessman’s story, the preacher began to realize the 

purpose of his unseemly gift. So, he turned to the businessman and said, ‘Would you 

allow me to pray a blessing onto your life?’ 

The businessman readily agreed, unaware of what would happen. Sure enough, 

after the preacher had muttered a simple prayer, the man opened his eyes in 

astonishment. ‘What a fool I have been for all these years!’ he proclaimed.  ‘It is clear to 

me now that there is no God above, who is looking out for me, and that there are no 

sacred texts to guide me, and there is no Spirit to inspire and protect me.’ 

As they parted company the businessman, still confused by what had taken place, 

returned home. But now that he no longer had any religious beliefs, he began to find it 

increasingly difficult to continue in his line of work. Faced with the fact that he was now 

just a hard-nosed businessman working in a corrupt system, rather than a man of God, 

he began to despise his work. Within months he had a breakdown, and soon afterward 

he gave up his line of work completely. 

Feeling better about himself, he then went on to give to the poor all of the riches 



Page 3 of 5 

 

he had accumulated and he began to use his considerable managerial expertise to 

challenge the very system he once participated in, and to help those who had been 

oppressed by the system. 

One day, many years later, he happened upon the preacher again while walking 

through town. He ran over, fell at the preacher’s feet, and began to weep with joy. 

Eventually he looked up at the preacher and smiled, ‘thank you, my dear friend, for 

helping me to discover my faith.’” 

The increased faith being requested by the disciples is similar to the life the 

business man was living before the “preacher” prayed for him.  This man’s faith in God 

was separate from who he was as a well-respected businessperson. He worked at both 

his job and his faith, but it seems that he wasn’t able to integrate both into his daily 

living.  Often when people don’t know how to come to terms with stressors in life and 

the feelings experienced, they compartmentalize each.   

Compartmentalization is done to suppress upsetting or incongruent emotions 

and thoughts from upsetting the emotional balance in one’s life. It is about denying the 

psychological stressor(s) which keeps one from integrating difficult aspects of one’s 

persona. Where it is most often seen and experienced is in the military, when soldiers 

need to find ways of dealing with the trauma they have experienced in order to survive. 

People do this with faith too, as the businessman did before he lost his 

convictions and belief in God.  Somehow, he had justified his work which was 

“cutthroat” at times, even if went against his faith and beliefs.  This crisis of faith was 

impacting for this “businessman” who lost his way as a man of faith, only to discover it 

again in a whole new way. 
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Jesus responds with several metaphors which seem defy understanding and 

question one’s faith. Jesus response through the writer of Luke confuse those listening; 

“If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 

uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.”  He then talks about some 

situations where faith impacts daily life.  

The businessman seemed to have everything worked out, at least he thought he 

did.  He had a great job, but at times he needed make some “compromises” that went 

against his core beliefs and his faith.  Today in our Gospel, Jesus is saying that it isn’t 

the amount of faith one has but what one does with it that makes the difference.  

Integrating faith into life can be challenging, it means evaluating everything one 

does by asking the question: “How does this decision or action reflect my faith in God?”  

This question is difficult because it means taking responsibility for one’s actions and 

words.  Compromising one’s faith compromises one’s way of being and one’s integrity.  

Compartmentalizing faith and life is about keeping them separate. Jesus is 

talking about the integration of faith and life. We live in a world where more is supposed 

to be better, whether that be things, money, friends, or even faith. Yet, that usually isn’t 

the case.   

Desmond Tutu often talks about the South African concept of Ubuntu("oo-

BOON-too").  According to Tutu, “Ubuntu…speaks of the very essence of being human. 

… In South Africa they say, “Hey so-and-so has Ubuntu.”  When you have Ubuntu, you 

are generous, you are hospitable, you are friendly and caring and compassionate. You 

share what you have. Ubuntu is to say, “my humanity is connected with yours and my 

faith shows in my actions.”  
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Ubuntu is about the connection one has with another person. Someone with 

Ubuntu is being open and available to others, affirming of others, does not feel 

threatened that others are able or good, for he or she has the self-assurance which 

comes from knowing that he or she belongs in a greater whole.  So, maybe the question 

today not so much about the quantity of “faith” one has, but how does your faith impact 

your Ubuntu, your connection with others and with God?  Amen! 
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