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Sermon - “Found in Grace” – 14th Sunday after Pentecost – 9-15-19 

Grace and Peace to you in the name of the one who is Creator, Redeemer and 

Sanctifier. We pause and reflect on what it means to be found in God’s Grace…Amen. 

In April 1975, as Saigon fell to the North Vietnamese Communist Army, 

Americans and South Vietnamese fled the city.  People were doing whatever they could 

do to leave. One South Vietnamese helicopter pilot made history as he fled with his 

family and fifteen other refugees by commandeering a Chinook helicopter to fly to 

safety.  40 years ago, Ba Van Nguyen did something which sounds like it came right out 

of a movie.  

Nguyen had a plan. He moved his family to his mother-in-law's house in a 

residential neighborhood in Saigon, and he told his wife "If you hear a Chinook coming, 

get ready." The next morning Ba Van Nguyen landed the Chinook helicopter to pick up 

his family and 15 others to fly them all to safety. Ba Van Nguyen said he saw U.S. 

helicopters heading out to sea and they had to be landing somewhere, so he did the 

same.  

As he flew the Chinook helicopter out over the South China Sea, Nguyen spotted 

a U.S. Navy ship and headed in that direction. As he got closer the sailors watched from 
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the deck of the ship in amazement. Nguyen who had been a major in the South 

Vietnamese Air Force was desperate to save his family and the others from certain death 

as the North Vietnamese steamrolled into Saigon. The U.S involvement in Vietnam had 

officially ended two years earlier, but American civilian and diplomatic personnel in 

Saigon were being evacuated to U.S. naval ships in the South China Sea and hordes of 

South Vietnamese were trying to do the same. If captured, they faced probable execution 

or the dispersion of their families to brutal work camps. 

Once out to sea a very bright red light appeared on the controls indicating that 

the Chinook was running low on fuel. Nguyen turned on his radio's emergency 

frequency and steered the Chinook to the ship. Major Nguyen radioed the ship, saying 

that he was going to hover just above the deck of the ship because the Chinook 

helicopter was too large to land.  His wife, children and the 15 others would then jump 

into the waiting arms of the soldiers on the deck of the ship.   

When all the refugees on the Chinook helicopter were safely on the ship, Major 

Nguyen realized that he could not jump out of the helicopter without causing it to crash 

into the ship, killing everyone.  Major Ba Van Nguyen decided to fly away from the ship 

and ditch the large Chinook into the sea.  As he was doing this, he realized that his 

flight suit was too heavy for him to survive in the rough China Sea without drowning. 

Without missing a beat, he stripped down to his boxers and angled the large helicopter 

away from the ship while jumping out on the opposite side.  After he jumped, the 

helicopter hit the water and immediately exploded spewing shrapnel everywhere. It was 

assumed that Major Ba Van Nguyen died in the explosion because he could not 

immediately be found. Suddenly he was spotted bobbing up and down in the water. His 
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persistence paid off, his family and the others were safe, and he too was found. (Shahan 

Russell – War History Online - Jan 24, 2016). 

Both parables in our Gospel reading; the shepherd and the woman are found to 

be responsible for the loss and the recovery of the sheep and coin. Neither the sheep nor 

the coin did anything to be found, it wasn’t expected that they would. Upon recovering 

the sheep and the coin, the shepherd and the woman call their neighbors and friends to 

rejoice with them. There must have been so much rejoicing after Major Ba Van Nguyen 

was finally rescued from the water by the American soldiers. These same soldiers could 

have shot down this unidentified helicopter and the story would have ended in a much 

different way.  Somehow those in charge recognized the plight of the helicopter 

approaching their ship and the distress they were experiencing. 

The shepherd and the woman who lost the coin were also in great distress and 

they didn’t give up until the sheep and the coin were found.  Major Ba Van Nguyen did 

the same, yet in a life or death situation.  Major Nguyen did not give up even when it 

might have made sense to do so.  His determination brought his family to safety. What 

seemed like an “Impossible Mission” resulted in more peace and joy than could have 

been imagined. 

We celebrate the truth as Jesus did as he welcomed sinners and ate with them! 

We are all sinners, which means that we are also the ones with whom Jesus shares a 

meal.  The reality is that Jesus wants the Scribes and Pharisees to come to a deeper 

understanding God’s divine attitude toward sinners.  God has a quite different 

approach to sinners. While the scribes and Pharisees wanted to keep sinners at a 

distance and condemned Jesus for not doing the same, the parables reveal that sinners 
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already are at a distance. That is precisely the problem. God is always seeking us to 

bring us into the safety of grace, even when we find ourselves in conflicted situations.  

It took great courage for Major Ba Van Nguyen to make the flight of his life to 

save his family and the others.  In his courage I am guessing there was also doubt, 

doubt that his mission would be effective, but what did he have to lose?  Either way the 

threat of death was real and it seemed worth the risk.  As Children of God, the Body of 

Christ in this world, where do we find ourselves?  Do we stop from taking risks because 

of the fear of failure and insistence that doing the same unhealthy thing over again is 

better than the risk of the unknown?  

God is persistent in seeking us out and rejoices every time we are found; this is 

the Grace of God.  Yet, does that mean that God loses us like the shepherd and the 

woman did, or do we lose our own way? If that is the case, where do we find ourselves? 

Do we stay safe in our disfunction because that is better than change or do, we take the 

risk of faith like each person did on that Chinook helicopter without knowing for certain 

what the outcome would be? 

Even though God is always seeking us out do we become so lost in the ways of the 

world and our own selfish needs, not realizing that we are already found in God’s grace?  

This is the ultimate question which seems to answer itself; because we are found in 

God’s grace we no longer need to try and find ourselves outside of God’s Grace and love. 

It is by this grace that we are found and by this grace that we live. Amen! 
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