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Sermon - “Buying a Dead Donkey” - 15th Sunday after Pentecost – 9-22-19 

Grace and Peace to in the name of the one who is Creator, Redeemer and 

Sanctifier. We pause and reflect on what it means to be a in the world and not of the 

world…Amen. 

A city boy moved to the country. He bought a donkey from an old farmer for 

$100. The farmer agreed to deliver the donkey. The next day the old farmer drove up 

and said, “Sorry son, but the donkey died.” The city boy replied, “Well, just give my 

money back.” The farmer answered, “I can’t do that; I spent it.” The city boy said, “Well 

just bring me the donkey.” The farmer answered, “What are ya gonna do with him?” 

The city boy answered, “I’m going to raffle him off.” The farmer answered, “You can’t 

raffle off a dead donkey!” The city boy answered, “I certainly can. Just watch me.”  

Later the farmer met the city boy and asked, “What happened with that dead 

donkey?” The city boy answered, “I raffled him off. I sold tickets at $2 each and made a 
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profit of $898.”  The Farmer replied: “Didn’t anyone complain?” City boy: “Just the 

guy who won, so I gave him his $2 back.” (From a sermon by Todd Catteau, “Buyer’s 

Remorse” 2/24/2009) 

If you think the city boy was smart, raise your hand. If you think the city boy did 

something wrong, raise your hand.  If you’re not sure raise your hand.  Even as this 

story has differing opinions of right and wrong, so does the parable Jesus is using to 

teach a lesson in our Gospel today.  

A problem with this parable is the steward is changing the accounts and the 

indebtedness of those who owe money to the master. At that time the practice of 

charging interest on something was illegal, which meant that the seller would charge 

more for an item to make up the difference. So, this idea begs these questions; “Was the 

steward reducing the amount owed to the master by considering the interest that the 

master charged the things he sold?  Was the steward saving the master from 

prosecution for usury? (the practice of making unethical or immoral monetary loans or 

transactions that unfairly enrich the seller) Was the steward merely removing the 

amount of his own profit of the debt owed?  

Basically, it seems that the steward was trying to “satisfy” both the master and 

debtors in order to save his “butt” so to speak.  On the surface, this parable sounds like 

it is renouncing dishonest business practices.  In verse 13 of our text, Jesus says; “No 

slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other or 

be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve (both) God and wealth." 

In other words, you can’t have it both ways.  You cannot serve both God and money or a 

new car or home or property or things of this world at the same time. It’s hard to be 
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faithful to God and so focused on the things of this world.  

The city boy seems to be a “shrewd” businessperson, who sounds like he made 

lemonade out of lemons – but did he really?  He also seems to take advantage of others 

and their gullibility thinking they were buying raffle tickets for a “living donkey.” Is this 

an “eye for eye” situation? Did he feel some vindication for his own gullibility for buying 

something before seeing it and checking when he set his plan in motion? In this day and 

age, he probably would have sued the farmer for breach of contract, or misrepresenting 

the condition of the donkey.  If you feel that he was basically the victim of a “con job” it 

may seem that he is justified in his actions. 

Have you ever been the victim of a “con” or felt “swindled” in some way and taken 

advantage of?  When you found out, what did you want to do?  Some people don’t 

realize they have been swindled and others want to get even or at least have reparation 

for the injustice done.  Sometimes being a shrewd businessperson is seen as a positive 

thing.  Shrewd businesspeople seem to know how to make a deal and turn a profit.  

Most of the time these transactions are at the cost of others, and less than honest about 

the product being sold.  Making the deal seems to be the most important thing even if 

others are taken advantage of. 

Often, we would rather make a deal with someone who is known to be shrewd 

because it seems like they know what they are doing. These people are regarded by some 

as more trustworthy than others, based on their social position and business experience.  

People in positions of power, authority, and high social status get a pass when they 

mistreat or abuse others who have less or little power, authority and of course; money.  

The flip side is that it is also difficult to trust someone who is promising “something for 
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nothing” because there always seems to be a catch in the fine print of the deal.  This is 

probably why the Grace God is such a difficult concept for us to grasp, because it is 

about receiving “something for nothing,” except for the cross of Christ.  

Dallas Willard (September 4, 1935 – May 8, 2013) was an American philosopher 

known for his writings on Christian spiritual formation. Much of his work in philosophy 

was related to phenomenology, which is the study of the development of human 

consciousness and self-awareness.  He was a longtime Professor of Philosophy at The 

University of Southern California in Los Angeles, and made this statement; “The gospel 

is less about how to get into the Kingdom of Heaven after you die, and more about how 

to live in the Kingdom of Heaven before you die.” 

Is Jesus addressing how to be a good businessperson or is there a deeper 

meaning in this text?  Deeper meaning seems to be the right answer because that is 

what Jesus is most often attempting when he uses parables and how they can be applied 

to one’s life. Today in this parable we are hearing something about what it means to live 

in the Kingdom of Heaven in the present day.  Being a good steward of God’s creation is 

what we are called to do as we live in the Kingdom of God here on earth, in this moment 

and how we care for all of creation today and tomorrow.  What we do today, impacts 

tomorrow – that is why so many people were involved in the “Climate Strikes/Protests 

which happened around the world on Friday. What we do or don’t do makes a 

difference. 

When we come here to worship, and praise God for all God does for us, things 

seen and unseen we are rejoicing with one another and promising support to each other 

and our belief in God. If one’s main goal in coming to worship is to get “something” out 
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of it, even a peaceful feeling it is no longer worship but entertainment of some sort like a 

movie or concert or even a TED Talk, where the point is to be entertained or educated.  

Yes, by coming to worship we are supported and supportive by sharing a common 

experience of God’s Grace in our lives. We do this by lifting our prayers and songs to 

God and enjoying the fellowship we have with one another.  But this is not 

entertainment, and it is never intended to be, there may be funny and meaningful 

moments when we share our joys and with one another, but worship is about praising 

God only! Jesus certainly didn’t tell parables to entertain people, but I bet they were 

entertaining at times.  

As God’s Stewards of this beautiful creation we are called to tend and care for it, 

not just thinking of what one might get out of the deal.  I would never try and sell you a 

dead donkey.  Yet, seeking revenge or trying to get our fair share out of a situation 

which seems unfair is like trying to sell one another and even God a “Dead Donkey.”  

Ultimately in our gospel this morning we hear that our justice is not God’s justice. God 

isn’t shrewd in dealing with us and this creation. God is full of love and compassion for 

all of God’s Creation showing us justice through the unlimited grace of the Cross. Amen! 
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