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Sermon - “Jesus says the Darndest Things” – 13th Sunday after Pentecost – 9-8-19 

Grace and Peace to in the name of the one who is Creator, Redeemer and 

Sanctifier. We pause and reflect on what it means to be a Modern day Disciple…Amen. 

In his book entitled “Kids Say the Darndest Things!” Art Linkletter wrote this 

forward: “If I was an elefunk, I’d be a fireman, ‘cause then I would squirt fires out with 

my nose.’  ‘That’s how it all began back in 1941, with the voice of a four-year-old boy 

on my radio show in San Francisco.’  ‘I got a pet spider in a box that eats butterflies,’ 

the boy confided.  ‘I know he eats ‘em cause there was nothing left in the morning but 

a big pile of butterfly bones!’  

‘This was my little son, Jack, talking via a tape recording I’d made earlier 

during a “Candid Mike” session at home.” – Art Linkletter, 1957 Just for fun, Linkletter 

included this recording on his radio show.  To his surprise and others, the station was 

bombarded with mail from those who enjoyed this segment. 

“Kids say the Darndest Things,” was a segment on Art Linkletter’s show “House 
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Party” which ran on CBS radio and TV for 25 years. Art Linkletter was born in Canada 

as Arthur Gordon Kelly.  He was adopted by Mary and Fulton John Linkletter, an 

evangelical preacher after being abandoned as an infant.  When he was five, he and his 

family moved to San Diego, where he graduated from San Diego High School and 

earned a bachelor’s degree from San Diego State Teachers College, now known as SDSU. 

He and his wife Lois of almost 75 years were married at Grace Lutheran Church in San 

Diego.  

He was politically active and a good friend of Ronald Regan, as well as Walt 

Disney. One of his many major contributions was the foreword he wrote for the self-help 

book entitled; “Release Your Brakes!” by James W. Newman.  In this forward he wrote; 

"I believe none of us should ever stop growing, learning, changing, and being curious 

about what's going to happen next. None of us is perfect, so we should be eager to 

learn more and try to be more effective persons in every part of our lives." 

Kids and adults sure do say the “darndest” things, don’t we?  In our text this 

week, Jesus says some things that seem very hard to hear and comprehend.  They 

certainly weren’t humorous like the things the children would say on Art Linkletter’s 

show, in fact they are darn uncomfortable.  Jesus tells the crowd something earth 

shattering and contrary for the typical Jewish person at that time.  Those following him 

were most likely poor peasants with strong family ties.  They also could be equated 

those who follow celebrities in our current day, more about the glitz and glamour than 

the message – not truly understanding Jesus mission on earth.   

Jesus words were challenging to the crowds who followed him like a “rock star” 

and they are challenging to us today as well.  Jesus says that in order to be a true 
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follower one must “hate” (miseo) one’s family and life itself.  Hate is a very strong word 

and doesn’t make sense in the message that we expect to hear from the “Prince of 

Peace.”  

Rev. Dr. Mitzi J. Smith is the J. Davison Philips Professor of New Testament at 

Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, GA writes in her commentary of this 

passage; “This hatred is synonymous with the idea of bearing the cross as Jesus’ 

disciple. If the crowds are poor, they are likely despised because of and blamed for 

their poverty. If they are wealthy, they might be reviled for building their wealth on 

the backs of enslaved peoples and the masses. And within their respective 

communities, they likely have been encouraged to distrust and despise each other, their 

peers and neighbors.” 

Jesus seems to be addressing the attitude and commitment of the crowds that 

followed him, as well as their motivation and reasons for doing so.  Yes, Jesus came to 

turn the world upside down, but it wasn’t as a “rock star with groupies.”   He also 

seems to be clarifying the crowd’s dedication as followers and the challenge of counting 

the cost of a life of dedication and faith.   

The “Cost of Discipleship” is not something most of us think of often.  Growing 

up in an average middle-class home and brought to church as a young child, it didn’t 

cost me much to be a follower, except for some change I would put in the offering.  I 

remember asking my Sunday School teacher; “why do we give offerings – are we 

paying God for the church? And how much does it cost to come to church? Yes, I was 

one of those precocious children and maybe I still am.  I sang “Jesus loves me” in 

Sunday School and prayed for my family each night before I went to sleep.  How much 
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more was I supposed to do? According to our Gospel today I was supposed to do a lot 

more. 

Ever feel like no matter how much you give of yourself --your time, your money, 

your energy --the world always wants more? The church does this too! “Welcome to our 

church, we are glad you are here, now join a committee and get to work.” “Don’t forget 

to tithe and increase that amount each week.”  Is it supposed to be overwhelming as 

disciples of the Risen Christ? Yes and no. The grace of God is overwhelming because it is 

truly beyond one’s understanding but not faith. 

Yes, Jesus says some pretty tough stuff in today’s Gospel; things that aren’t 

“warm and fuzzy.” The cost of discipleship is about living with a focus that goes beyond 

one’s family and friends, one’s inner circle to others, realizing none of us are the center 

of the Universe, God is. This week with Hurricane Dorian, the people in the Bahamas 

and the Eastern Coast of the United States and Canada are experiencing something that 

is so devastating and at the same time brings out the inherent good in people helping 

people.  

In our Gospel Jesus is saying the “darndest things,” but in a different way than 

the kids Art Linkletter spoke with on his radio and television shows.  Jesus is calling us 

to put into priority what is important.  What is the center of your universe?  Is it your 

family and friends or job, or bank account?  Jesus is challenging us to look beyond self 

and family and money and prestige and consider what it means for us to be disciples, 

remembering that the universe doesn’t center around us but it does center around God.  

Is Jesus asking for more than we're able or even willing to give? It may seem that way. 

When is enough, enough? Jesus says to us each day; “My grace is enough, it is sufficient 
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for you, it is more than enough” for today, tomorrow and the day after that.  We walk 

in this Grace of God as dedicated disciples of our Living and Loving God. Amen!  

 

The Rev. Dr. Brian K. Oltman  
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