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Sermon – “A Place at the Table” – Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost – 9-1-19 
 

Grace and Peace to in the name of the one who is Creator, Redeemer 

and Sanctifier. We pause and reflect on what “A Gospel of Hospitality” is 

about for us as followers of Jesus the Christ…Amen. 

Luke's gospel has more meal-time scenarios than the other Gospels.  Luke’s 

understanding of the Christian life seems to be a journey from one “table” of faith to 

another, like the Sabbath Meal Jesus is invited to today. There are many lessons that can 

be learned when gathering around table with those we know and those we don’t.  

Growing up, we would eat most of our meals around the kitchen table hearing 

about each other’s day or talking about what plans were in store for the rest of the week. 

Homework was discussed and so were chores. We each had our spots at the table and if 

for some reason someone was gone for our evening meal, which we called “supper,” in 
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particular mom or dad then one of us kids would call dibs on their spot. There was 

something special about sitting in mom or dad’s “spot” at the kitchen table, it was an 

honor in some way. 

Perhaps you do that too, either having a coveted spot at the dinner table or at 

your favorite restaurant, or even here at church.  When your favorite spot is taken 

everything seems to be thrown off “kilter” in some way.  Often others covet the same 

spots we do when going to a restaurant, and you might wait for that table to “open up” 

instead of taking another equally suited table.  Human beings seek comfort in routine, 

and that would surely be seen when waiting for a table at restaurant.  Some seats seem 

to be better or more honorable or deserving than others. 

The “Special Spots” at the Sabbath Meal in our Gospel today tell a story of one’s 

attitude toward others and the selfishness that often occurs in situations like this.  Even 

though Jesus and the pharisees have a very complicated relationship Jesus has been 

invited to a meal at a “leader” of the Pharisees home. Of course, they (pharisees and 

others) were watching Jesus very closely.  Jesus notices something about how the 

guests were choosing where they would sit, choosing the places they considered of 

honor. After observing this, Jesus told them a parable about a wedding feast as a way to 

make a point.   

Richard Swanson notes in his books on "provoking" the Gospels, that Jesus and 

the Pharisees aren’t enemies, or that the Pharisees were ‘bad’ people” they just had 

different ways of living out faith.  Each were learning more about each other’s 

similarities and differences.  This often looks like conflict but is more about 

understanding and learning something new from each other. This is what healthy 
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communities and families do, bring issues to the surface instead of talking about them 

behind one’s back.   

Luke writes that "they were watching him closely," and Jesus was watching them 

too as they jockeyed for the best seats at the table. Jesus, the Great Observer, is using 

one of my favorite pastimes: people-watching. I enjoy people watching, how about you? 

I find it interesting to sit on a bench at the mall when I don’t feel like shopping and 

speculate on the lives and personas of the people walking by.  Jesus is doing the same 

thing when he watches the guests maneuvering for the places of honor at the table.  

It seems that the Pharisees are hopelessly prideful, certainly coming off as the 

“bad guys" in this story. Yet the Pharisees were basically the good people of their day. 

They never missed a religious meeting, they studied the Scriptures, they tithed, and they 

set the moral standard for their culture. Today, we would consider them faithful, solid 

church members. 

Jesus' words are directed toward the host but they are really for us all as we 

consider how to share our blessings and with whom we share these blessings.  

Judith Dunnington Peabody was the subject of an article for the New York Times 

entitled; "Angels in America." This article was published in August of 2015 shortly after 

her death. Frank Rich, writer of this article, shared with audience an extraordinary story 

about the life and death of a wealthy, prominent “Socialite” in New York City. Mrs. 

Judith Peabody enjoyed the finer things in life and graced many extravagant dinner 

tables and functions, so it is hard to believe that someone who enjoyed a life of privilege 

and comfort would do what she did.  But Mrs. Judith Peabody worked with and for 

those in need, especially those most people would avoid. One example of this was her 
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work with a Hispanic youth gang from East Harlem which most would see as a waste of 

time and something to be feared  Yet, Mrs. Peabody didn’t let her status as a wealthy 

socialite get in the way of helping those in need or those considered of lower status than 

her. "One night she invited all of the doormen in our High Rise for dinner at our 

apartment,' her husband recalled. 'The doormen were, well, a little surprised. It was a 

great night” Mr. Peabody stated (NYT July 27, 2010). 

Her courage and generosity of spirit was most evidenced when she worked as a 

caregiver for gay men with HIV/AIDS, during the 1980’s epidemic. “When others stayed 

away out of fear she was there” according to Marjorie Hill, the director of the Gay 

Men's Health Crisis, "There was this constant with her of consoling and holding 

people's hands." This is what made Mrs. Peabody so unusual, and such an inspiration 

for others: "That the people in her particular village were 'the most marginalized,' and 

often those furthest from her own milieu of 'incredible social privilege' this is what set 

her apart,” Dr. [Jonathan] Jacobs recalled about working with her. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us to consider those who are in need and 

marginalized and get over our need to be #1.  How do we care for those who are 

marginalized and those who only seem different, so we might have a better 

understanding of what it means to be a faithful follower? We all have a place at the table 

of God. Amen. 

 

The Rev. Dr. Brian K. Oltman  

Resurrection Lutheran Church - 1111 Fifth Street - Coronado, CA - www.rl.church 


