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Sermon – “Secret Closets” – Eighth Sunday after Pentecost – 8-4-19 

 

Grace and Peace to in the name of the one who is Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier. We 

pause and reflect on what it truly means to be a follower of Jesus…Amen. 

On one of episodes of the long running TV show Friends shortly after the characters 

Monica and Chandler get married it is discovered that Monica has locked “Secret closet” which 

no one ever questions.  When Chandler asks Monica about this closet, what’s in it and why’s it 

lock, she simply states that it just contains “feminine stuff” that he wouldn’t care about.   

Chandler doesn’t give up and enlists one of the other “friends” to pick the lock, which 

doesn’t work. Chandler finally resorts to taking the door off the hinges only to find a closet 

stacked, floor to ceiling, with junk. Monica walks in and (Gasps) Chandler: (laughs) You’re 

messy. Monica: Oh no! You weren’t supposed to see this! Monica, who has a reputation of being 

neat and tidy to the point of OCD screams out; “No Chandler, you don’t understand!  

Maybe you don’t have a “Secret Closet” filled with stuff locked away for no one to see 

but we all accumulate stuff that is hard to get rid of.  Maybe you have some stuff you carry 
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around in the “Secret Closets” of your soul which keep you from moving forward in life. When 

one “comes out” of the preverbal closet it is done to be honest with oneself and others about who 

they are and what they have been hiding.  Honesty and truth can be very refreshing and 

lifegiving. 

The rich man in our Gospel today has a problem because he has an abundance of crops 

which he cannot store.  So, he “pulls down” his old barns to make room for “bigger and better” 

barns.  All of this seems to make “good business sense” It seems to be explained in the 

statement the man makes to himself; “And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid 

up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” We then hear God saying to him; "You fool! This 

very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they 

be?' 21 So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God." 

The rich man is only concerned about his crops and how he will store them and protect 

them from being destroyed or stolen.  He doesn’t seem to think of others or even grateful for the 

abundance given to him. Our Gospel seems to be sharing with us the truth of this situation; Luke 

12:15 And he said to them, "Take care (or heed)! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; 

for one's life does not consist in the abundance of possessions." 

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS SENTENCE: I WOULD BE HAPPY IF 

__________________?  Sometimes “THINGS” becoming more important than 

“RELATIONSHIPS.”  A pastor was discussing prayer with a Sunday School group of children 

and asked them what they ask for in their prayers. One little boy said that he prayed “that his 

mom would love him as much as she loves the dog? Wow! Another child said: Pastor I pray that 

my dad would get off his phone and computer and play with me. Wow! One child said that I 
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don’t know what to pray for because God must be too busy to pay attention just like my parents. 

Another Wow!   

Waking up and hearing of another mass shooting in Dayton, OH where nine people were 

killed and the mass shooting at a Walmart in El Paso, TX it’s hard not to lose hope in our society 

which places so much importance on things rather than people. The twenty people yesterday 

killed were victims of a young man who could not have been in his right mind to do something 

so horrific.  No matter what one’s political understanding, doing something so terrible is not 

something done by a rational human being.  It is frightening and disheartening that these 

shootings continue to happen. This young man in El Paso, had written a manifesto of violence 

because of his fear and delusions about people different than himself.  I am sure that the people 

who died this morning and yesterday, never for a minute believed that they would die as they 

went shopping or brunch with friends.  It is beyond sad and time for something to be done 

which is effective to keep this from happening again. Yet there don’t seem to be any good 

answers to gun violence in this country, except that it has to stop! 

The rich man who had the abundance of crops in our Gospel reading didn’t know that his 

life was going to end that night.  I wonder if he would have been so worried about the size of his 

barns if he knew that it wouldn’t really matter anyway. Human beings get so caught up with 

wanting the newest and shiniest thing to hit the market that we forget what’s truly important. Our 

brains are wired that way it seems, there’s a region in our midbrain called the (substantia 

nigra/ventral segmental area) “novelty center,” which responds to new and novel stimuli.   

You might say then; “it’s not really our fault, the brain is attracted to shinier and new 

things that catch our attention.” This explanation is equivalent to the old saying: “the devil made 
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me do it.” Even though we are wired that way we still can make responsible decisions for life 

and for our relationships. 

There's an old story about a hermit who stumbled onto a cave in which was hidden an 

enormous treasure. The hermit, being old and wise, realized what he had discovered and 

immediately took to his heels and ran from the cave as fast as he could. But as he was running, 

he came upon three bandits who stopped him and inquired as to what he was fleeing. 

"I'm fleeing the Devil!" he said. 

Curious, they said, "Show us." 

Protesting all the way, he took them to the cave where he had found the treasure. 

"Here," said the hermit, "is death which was running after me." 

Well, the three thought the old man was crazy and sent him on his way. Gleefully reveling in 

their new-found treasure, they determined that one of them should go back to bring back some 

food, while the other two would prepare the treasure for hauling it away. One volunteered, 

thinking to himself that while in town he would poison the food and kill his rivals and have the 

treasure all to himself. But while he was away, the other two were thinking that they could kill 

him when he returned with the food and divide the spoils between just the two of them. This they 

did and then they settled down to eat their food and celebrate their successful plan. But their 

banquet turned out to be a funeral feast, because when the poison hit their stomachs, they too 

died, leaving the treasure as they had found it. 

The Rich man in our Gospel today had a crisis of greed and he lacked gratitude for the 

abundance of his crops: His “me and mine first” attitude could not prevent him from dying. We 

are called to live in Christ and give to others out of our abundance. Living honestly means being 



Page 5 of 5 

 

true oneself and God. Being grateful and open to sharing our “things” with others who seem 

different than we are is what we are called each day to do. Keeping things stacked in our “Secret 

Closets” of life only gets in the way of our relationships with others and God. Amen!  
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