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Sermon – “Peace and Quiet?” – Tenth Sunday after Pentecost – 8-18-19 

 

Grace and Peace to in the name of the one who is Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier. We 

pause and reflect on what “Peace” truly means as follower of Jesus the Christ…Amen. 

Pastor Joe McKeever, a pastor with the Southern Baptist Church for over 42 years recalls 

a memorable story in his ministry; “It was Easter 1968. When Martin Luther King Jr. was 

assassinated, all of us—white and black alike—were hurting and confused, disturbed and 

concerned. That Sunday I preached a sermon that addressed racism in America. I was 28 years 

old and in the first year of pastoring Emmanuel Baptist Church of Greenville, Mississippi, in the 

heart of the Delta. I’ve long since forgotten the sermon but (I)will never forget a phone call I 

received that afternoon. 

Mrs. Powell called. She owned a beauty shop in town which I had quickly learned was 

gossip central. Mrs. Powell had made no secret of her unhappiness with my sermons or with me 

personally. She asked; “Brother McKeever, what will you be preaching tonight?” (So) I told her. 

“The reason I asked,” she said, “is I guess you noticed I walked out on your sermon this 

morning.” I had to admit that I had not noticed…. She went on. “We get enough of the bad news 
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all week. When we come to church, we expect some peace and quiet.” 

Pastor McKeever continued in his writing; “Peace and quiet? Not in my church. Not in 

any self-respecting church that finds itself in the middle of a cultural revolution.” This was in 

1968. In 2019 we hear the words of Jesus through Luke today; "I came to bring fire to the earth, 

and how I wish it were already kindled! 50 I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what 

stress I am under until it is completed! 51 Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the 

earth? No, I tell you, but rather division!”  

Are you surprised by Jesus words in Luke’s Gospel?  I am, Jesus is supposed to be the 

Prince of Peace, the one bringing peace and comfort to the world. Throughout the Gospels and 

scripture, we hear references about the Peace that only Christ can give. So, what on earth is Jesus 

talking about today and do his words make you feel like you should walk out and say; “What’s 

the point of coming to church if we hear a message that is uncomfortable and lacking “Peace 

and Quiet?”  Today it is evident that we do not live in a peaceful world or country, division is 

everywhere, but there should be peace here in this place called a Sanctuary – a place of peace 

and safety.  

The ELCA at its National Assembly this month adopted a resolution claiming this church 

body, to be a “Sanctuary Church” in response to all the upheaval with asylum seekers and 

immigration happening now.  The resolution is intended to say that this church – this 

organization, is to be a place of safety and peace – a sanctuary.  This resolution wasn’t without 

some controversy though, but the intent was to establish a safe place of peace in a country and 

world that doesn’t experience peace and safety most of the time. 

The words of Jesus today can “ruffle” our feathers and make us feel uncomfortable or 
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even question one’s basic beliefs about the message of Jesus to a hurting world.  Mrs. Powell 

was uncomfortable with Pastor McKeever’s sermon, So she shared her belief and expectation 

about “what church is to be all about.”  She may have walked out during his message, but she 

didn’t walk out on her faith and was comfortable enough to call him and talk about the matter. 

The words Jesus speaks today may make us uncomfortable or uneasy but that seems to be 

the point.  In my digest article this week I emphasized an idea from my sermon last week about 

our “complacency” in this world.  It is easy to become numb to the issues at hand, the number of 

shootings and other “un-natural” disasters and dismiss them as political rhetoric or meaningless 

words. Yet words have power. Prior to our Gospel reading today, Jesus had been speaking to his 

followers about not letting worldly things interrupt their mission and purpose. At that time and 

maybe even now there was/is an expectation that God through Jesus will take away all of life’s 

problems. We are reminded today that this isn’t the case.  Jesus is saying that his mission may 

be different than expected and that we should not become complacent with the concept of peace 

and what we think that should look like.   

The peace Jesus is talking about is about action rather than serenity.  The peace of Jesus 

comes at a cost and that was his crucifixion on the cross.  The peace Jesus seems to turn things 

upside down, meaning that we may need to take a stance on issues of justice, and truth and faith. 

These are issues that often cause conflict.  Yet conflict can empower growth if one is open to 

discussing the real issues involved.  Mrs. Powell shared a “piece” of her mind with Pastor 

McKeever, it may or may not have changed the way the pastor preached, but it was out in the 

open and no longer looming just below the surface. Peace is about clearing the air and realizing 

God is working even when our expectations get in the way.  
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Pastor John Pavlovitz reminds us; “There are far more people working for justice, 

equality,and diversity (and peace) than opposing them.  Don’t let hopelessness trend in your 

head.” Something amazing happened the other day, hope was evidenced a huge way.  Out of 

tragedy “Peace” emerged.  Mr. Antonio (Tony) Basco stood in front of his wife's casket for two 

hours Friday hugging strangers in El Paso, TX.  The recently widowed man initially worried 

that no one would attend his wife's visitation and funeral so he invited the world, it seems. His 

wife, Margie Reckard, was working at the El Paso Walmart the day the gunman opened fire and 

she was killed, along with the others.  

Mr. Basco walked into the La Paz Faith Memorial and Spiritual Center on Friday to 

applause and a long line of people wanting to greet him with a handshake and a hug. The 

building was at capacity with 400 mourners and another 700 or so waited in 100-degree heat to 

pay their respects and show support for Mr. Basco. 

People from all different faiths, different cities throughout the country came to show their 

support. “It's just incredible how much love and support people have shown," said one mourner. 

When Hala Hijazi heard about the open invitation three days prior she decided to attend. When 

she saw on the news reports how much Mr. Basco loved his wife and how lost he is without her; 

Ms. Hijazi cleared her calendar and booked a flight to El Paso from San Francisco; "I didn't want 

him to suffer alone. I didn't want him to grieve alone," she said through her tears.  Hijazi said 

that "all the rhetoric that's going on in this world" makes her want to show kindness.  

Tony Basco’s world, along with too many others, was turned upside down after the 

shooting in El Paso but it seems he experienced something he never could have imagined 

through the support of others.  Jesus arrival into the world as Prince of Peace turns the world 



Page 5 of 5 

 

upside down too, in a way which was/is never imagined. In a world, where peace seems fleeting, 

there is a promise that God is with us in all situations.  As disciples of Christ, we are to share a 

“Peace” with others that changes their world in unexpected ways as we together experience the 

never-ending love and peace of God through Jesus Christ. Amen! 
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