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Sermon – “Living with Our Make-up On” – Ninth Sunday after Pentecost – 8-1-19 

 

Grace and Peace to in the name of the one who is Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier. We 

pause and reflect on the treasures given to us daily by God…Amen. 

Maybe you have heard or read this, but according to various “news” sources Dolly Parton 

leaves her makeup on all night mainly when she’s away from home. “You never know if you’re 

going to wreck the bus, you never know if you’re going to be somewhere in a hotel and there’s 

going to be a fire. So, I leave my makeup on at night and clean my face in the morning,” she told 

the New York Times. It seems that Dolly always wants to be ready for whatever happens no 

matter the time of day. She has an image to protect and present and looking good at all times is 

very important for her. One glimpse of Dolly without her “face on,” means that her carefully 

crafted image would be shaken. She believes that she needs be dressed for action. 

Are you like this at all?  If you don’t think so, consider what you do to prepare to meet 

the world each day.  Will you go out to get the mail in your bathrobe or ragged t-shirt?  I wear 

contacts and rarely wear my glasses outside my home. I know someone who showers before 

going to the gym because of wanting to look presentable to others.  How much of a concern is 

something like that to you? Last week we read in Ecclesiastes; “Vanity of vanities, says the 

Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity.” Vanity is understood as an inflated ego or idea of self-
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importance. 

Dolly Parton may seem “Vain” in her attempt to always look good because she is very 

aware of her world and ready, it seems for whatever happens. Verses 35 & 36 of our Gospel 

today seem to support this idea; "Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those 

who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the 

door for him as soon as he comes and knocks.” I am not sure if Dolly Parton uses this scripture 

reading to justify her practice of wearing make up to bed, nor am I suggesting that you do the 

same. Yet these verses are very directive about being ready and having one’s lamps lit for the 

master’s return. 

“Always being ready” is a concept we hear in CA often.  Having an “Earthquake Kit” of 

food and clothing and cash seems to be something we are reminded to do to “ready” ourselves 

for the “Big One” or the next big one.  How many of you are prepared for the “Big One” to 

happen?  I am somewhat prepared, but as with most things my preparedness is connected to the 

most recent earthquake, thinking; “I should really check my supplies to make sure they are up to 

date.”  My awareness is heightened after there has been a large quake, especially after involved 

in the Northridge quake some twenty-five years ago. 

But after a period of time, I become complacent in my Earthquake preparedness. Initially 

I am very intentional about making sure that my trunk was filled with an emergency kit, but then 

I became neglectful of these supplies. Water needs to be refreshed regularly, my emergency cash 

sometimes gets spent on non-emergency items, I had to remove my “emergency kit” when I 

needed more trunk space, etc.  I also became complacent, with a false sense of safety when the 

aftershocks of the Northridge quake subsided.  
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Complacency seems to be one of the major downfalls of humanity.  We can become 

satisfied with the current situation and unconcerned with changing it, even when safety is 

involved. The urgency dies down so does one’s awareness and action.  Staying at a high level of 

awareness related to anything including earthquake preparedness is difficult to do, at least until 

the next one happens.  We do the same with other issues in life.   

The spotlight this week has been on the victims of gun violence in this country through 

the loss of life in El Paso and Dayton. As time moves forward so do we and the intensity of the 

emotions subside, expect for those lost loved ones in these senseless tragedies. This, though is 

changing with the frequency of mass shootings in our country; things aren’t returning to 

“normal” as quickly and this in essence is what facilitates change.  Real change happens when 

one’s world is rocked with crisis.  Complacency seems to be the reason one doesn’t enact 

change because there is a lack of urgency to do so. 

Even in our complacency we are told that it is God’s Good pleasure to give us the 

kingdom, so there is no reason to be afraid, but we still are.  What people often fear most is 

change, change in living situations, health, family, job, or most importantly loss of life.  We do a 

lot of things to avoid death, for ourselves and for others but death is a fact of life. In some sense 

the fear of death keeps one from living fully because of the effort put into avoiding it. 

“Do not be afraid, little flock” because it is God’s good pleasure to give you the 

kingdom” God’s kingdom comes in this moment whether we ask for it or not, according to 

Martin Luther. Each moment is about living fully in God’s “kingdom” NOW and forever.  

God’s love for us never fails but our love for others and ourselves certainly can, especially when 

we become complacent to the events around us. 
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We also can become complacent in the fact that we are “saved by God’s Grace and it is 

not something of our own doing.”  This sort of complacency “cheapens” the grace given to us 

by our actions or lack of action.  We are saved by “Grace through faith” to not be complacent, 

but actively live and be ready like the “Big One” is going to happen at any moment.  The slaves 

in the Gospel were not complacent about their master’s return and had their “make-up” on, so to 

speak – their lamps were lit, and they were dressed and ready for what was to happen. They were 

not complacent. 

For those of you who have lived in “Earthquake country” a long time you may know that 

earthquakes happen every day, obviously some are bigger than others.  This is how the earth 

moves and grows as a living creation of God.  The devastation caused by earthquakes happens 

to the structures that are built by humans, with the thought that they could sustain a powerful 

quake.  It almost seems that we as human beings think we have somehow been able to harness 

or control to power and energy of the quaking of the earth. But the reality is that we cannot 

control the power of the earth any more than we can control the power of God. 

Complacency can give us a false sense of security thinking that God has done everything 

already so why bother?  We are called to be “bothered” by the evil acts committed in the name 

of God or for some other hate filled reason.  We are called to be “bothered” by the injustice of 

the world which seeks its own way and not God’s way. Complacency is like saying; “God is in 

charge, why bother doing anything?” Non-complacency is about living with our “makeup” on 

and ready to be God’s active disciple in a complacent world.  Amen! 

The Rev. Dr. Brian K. Oltman  
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