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Sermon – “Dusty Places” – Fourth Sunday after Pentecost – 7-7-19 

 

Grace and Peace to in the name of the one who is Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier. We 

pause and reflect on what it truly means to be a follower of Jesus…Amen. 

How does one “shake off” the dust of life and move on without feeling impacted?  

Yesterday, my mother called to tell me that my stepfather is not doing well, and his death seems 

to be imminent. The words of last week’s Gospel from Luke came to mind; "Let the dead bury 

their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." Surely Jesus couldn’t have 

meant this literally, and how is this even possible? 

When it comes down to it life is fragile and dusty, filled with uncertainty.  The 

unexpected nature of death catches people off guard even when it is anticipated.  Rachel Held 

Evans recently passed away at the age of 37. She was an American Christian columnist, blogger 

and author. Two of her books were on the New York Times bestseller list; “A Year of Biblical 

Womanhood” and “Searching for Sunday.” Here is a taste of her writing; "What each of us longs 

for the most is to be both fully known and fully loved. Miraculously, God feels the same way 

about us. God, too, wants to be fully known and fully loved. God wants this so much that He 



Page 2 of 4 

 

(God) has promised to knock down every obstacle in the way, enduring even His (God’s) own 

death, to be with us, to consummate this love." 

When “the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to 

every town and place where he himself intended to go,” he challenged his followers to go and 

know or encounter people in the middle of life’s circumstances to share a message of grace and 

peace to all who would listen and those who would hear.  The seventy were sent out in pairs to 

support one another in the ministry they were called to be involved.  The biggest “piece of 

advice” given to them was; “Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. 

5 Whatever house you enter, first say, "Peace to this house!' 6 And if anyone is there who shares 

in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you.”  They were to go 

out to share the peace of Christ with one another.  Sharing the “Peace of Christ” is something 

this congregation does very well and enjoys as a part of our worship life.    

Jesus followers were sent out “two by two” to share a message of peace, little did you 

know that “Sharing the Peace” and greeting each other here in worship was “on the job training” 

for your mission as current day disciples of Jesus.  What is nice about the size of our 

worshipping community is that we are able to share the peace of Christ with almost everyone 

gathered.  I also notice that it seems like a time to catch up with those one has not seen in a 

while. Sharing the “Peace Christ” surely seems to be about reconnecting with each other and 

greeting someone new who is visiting with us. 

Sharing the “Peace of Christ” here in worship is practice for sharing in our daily lives.  I 

am rather confident that when you greet each other, whether that be RLC friends/family or 

people you know in the “Outside world” that you probably DO NOT SAY: “The Peace of 
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Christ be with you” or even the shorter version; “Peace be with you.”  The phrase “Peace be 

with you” or even just saying; “Peace” was common for people in Jesus day.  I am going to 

challenge you to say this to someone this week – any variation you chose and if people look at 

you strangely just “Shake off the dust” of the situation and move on.  

If you have heard the words of the song sung by Taylor Swift; “Shake it Off” you hear 

some reasons why “Shaking” something off can be difficult; “Cause the players gonna 

play…And the haters gonna hate…, Oh, I'm just gonna shake, shake, shake, shake, shake it off.  

Heartbreakers gonna break…And the fakers gonna fake… I'm just gonna shake, shake it off, I 

shake it off. 

Shaking something off or letting something go which feels hurtful or disappointing is 

difficult for human beings.  None of us are coated in Teflon and comments hurt and un-kept 

promises disappoint. This is the “dusty” part of living which keeps one stuck in the feelings and 

issues of life. If you are on any of the social media, you probably noticed the “dust” that is hard 

to “Shake off” as people hurl one hurtful barb after another.  Peace is rarely found online and 

it’s not just Social Media either, there are many ways to experience the “dustiness” along the 

paths of life.   

By the grace of God, we live this short journey of life and called to “Share the Peace” of 

God as we try to shake off the “Dust” of this world to know God and each other at a deeper 

level. Sometimes the “dustiness” of this world can be overwhelming.  Have you ever 

experienced a Haboob?  I did once when I was changing planes in Phoenix. The word Haboob is 

Arabic, meaning; “blasting/drifting” as in a type of intense dust storm carried on by a weather 

front. Haboobs occur regularly in dry land area regions throughout the world. The Haboob I 
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experienced seem to swallow up the PHX Airport.  I noticed it coming around the corner of the 

large windows of the airport only after hearing someone gasp and point at the “Dust Storm” 

turning the day to night.   

I don’t recall how long the Haboob lasted but my flight and all the other flights were 

delayed until it passed. They then needed to clean out the sand from the engines of the plane 

before we could fly.  Sometimes life can feel like a big “Haboob” not knowing when things 

will clear up and we can shake off the dust of something so big.  Maybe that’s what Luke meant 

in last week’s Gospel when Jesus said; “Let the dead bury their own dead…” Even through the 

“Dustiness” of death life continues and grief can swallow one up in ways which paralyze and 

keep one from moving forward. 

As long as we have life, we have the Holy Spirit of God moving through us so that we 

can share the Peace of Christ through our lives.  Even in death we are claimed as children of 

God with the promise that our names are written in heaven.  We go out into the “Haboobs” the 

dusty places of life never alone but part of a community of believers sharing what the peace of 

Christ is all about, as we “Shake off” the dusty world. Amen! 
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