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Sermon – “Somebody better do something” - 6-2-2019 

Pause and reflect on Jesus final prayer for his disciples. We pause and 

reflect…Amen 

A father tells a story about his young son Ryan, who had a knack for getting into 

trouble. If there was something to break, chances are he smashed it. If there was 

something to get into, he would find a way. If there was something to mess up, he was 

the human tornado. 

The parents of this little boy eventually became exasperated with the high level of 

activity exhibited by their son. Mom would shake her head and say to her husband: 

“Somebody better do something about that boy!”  One day they were working around 

the house. Suddenly both mom and dad the same feeling of uneasiness. They looked 

around for Ryan, but they couldn’t find him. Then they got scared: what had he gotten 

himself into now? 

Finally, Dad looked out the kitchen window. There was Ryan, somehow, he’d 

climbed onto the back of a big truck that was parked out on the street. He’d managed to 
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get high enough to scare himself and when he tried to find his way down, his shirt got 

caught. He was swaying back and forth, hanging from the rear of the truck. 

Both Mom and Dad panicked.  Neither were quite sure how to help Ryan.  Ryan’s 

dad was afraid that if he shouted or ran up to him suddenly, his young son might 

become startled and fall to the pavement. So, Ryan’s dad quietly but also quickly, 

sneaked up to Ryan from the side of the truck. Dad thought it was a little strange that 

Ryan wasn’t crying or calling out for help. But as he got closer, he heard his son 

muttering very emphatically to himself: “Somebody better do something about that 

boy! Somebody, better do something about that boy!” 

Jesus is praying today, through the unity of God, the Creator, Redeemer and 

Sanctifier, he is praying. Jesus prayer connects himself with God, his disciples and also 

to us. This is Jesus last prayer and it is a prayer for unity: "I ask not only on behalf of 

these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that 

they may all be one.” Jesus knew that his little band of followers would need continued 

guidance after he left and they would need each other in their mission as disciples in this 

world.   

If you can see the picture of the little boy Ryan in your mind, then you have good 

insight into the background of our readings for today, especially the Gospel.  When 

Jesus prays for his disciples, he is praying out of worry or concern for their well-being.  

Jesus prayer continues; “The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that 

they may be one, as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become 

completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved 
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them even as you have loved me.  Just like the mom in our story Jesus seems to be 

saying; “Somebody better do something about these disciples.”   

Jesus final prayer of concern continues: “Father, I desire that those also, whom 

you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given 

me because you loved me before the foundation of the world.” In this portion of Jesus 

final prayer, Jesus expresses his love for his swarthy band of disciples.  There is a deep 

connection and love expressed as part of his prayer to God the Creator. Just as the 

parents knew that something needed to be done with their precocious child, Jesus shows 

his love for the disciples who could easily be found “hanging by their shirt tales” at any 

moment.   

Jesus ends his final prayer with this wish; 25 "Righteous Father, the world does 

not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent me. 26 I made your 

name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have 

loved me may be in them, and I in them." I imagine Jesus smiling at his disciples as he 

finished this final prayer, thinking about all they had gone through and all they were yet 

to experience and under his breath saying; “Somebody better do something about these 

disciples.” 

Maybe some of you have been wondering if I substituted the name Ryan for my 

own name in this story.  If you did you weren’t so off track, but it is NOT a story about 

me even though I too was a curious and precocious child.  My curiosity got the best of 

me sometimes, but it also helped me to grow in faith and knowledge about God.  I would 

ask lots of questions both inside and outside the church building.  I was never satisfied 
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with the answer “just because” when I would ask “why.”  I am sure that my parents and 

maybe some others also stated; “Somebody better do something about that boy!”  

Jesus is praying for his disciples and Jesus is praying for us, and that is 

comforting to me.  When I am told that I am being “held in prayer” by others it gives me 

comfort and peace.  It also is quite an honor that there are people who are thinking 

highly enough of me and my situation to be held in their prayers.  When Jesus is praying 

for his disciples, he is holding them or lifting them up to God to be comforted and 

sustained.  Yes, Jesus is concerned about their well-being, but he also knows that they 

had heard his words and have learned a thing or two. 

And like the child in each of us, the only thing the disciples of Jesus might have 

thought about as Jesus prayed his last prayer was: “Somebody better do something!” 

Theologian Robert Murray McCheyne wrote, “If I could hear Christ praying for me in 

the next room, I would not fear a million of enemies. Yet the distance makes no 

difference; He is praying for me.”  That is a powerful affirmation for each of us as 

Children of God.  As a faithful follower would you conduct your life differently if you 

knew that Jesus was praying for you?  Would you live more boldly if you knew Jesus 

praying for you?  

Jesus prays for his disciples and Jesus prays for us. Jesus “Farewell Discourse,” 

or Jesus final prayer with his disciples meant their relationship would deepen even as he 

prepared to depart from them. This “final prayer” becomes a set of directives for the 

followers of Jesus so that they remain connected to him and each other.  Then Jesus 

who is the Alpha and Omega – beginning and end, makes the ultimate promise.  Jesus 

promises that a powerful “Paraclete” (a Greek term meaning “counselor” or “advocate”), 
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would come and support them and us, in the face of the struggles and difficulties of life 

as disciples. Jesus promises to be with us in our struggles of life and ministry, when it 

seems like we might be hanging by our “shirt-tales” from places which seem more 

difficult than we can handle.  Remember, we are not Alone that’s a promise! Amen! 
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