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Sermon – “Inspiration” - Celebration of Life – Joan McColly - June 9, 2019 

 

Grace and Peace to in the name of the one who is Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier. We pause 

and reflect on God, the Holy Spirit who is constantly weaving in and through our lives…Amen. 

 

One of the feature stories on the Friday Evening News was about a “Doggy” friendly 

theatre in Plano, TX.  The K9 Cinemas is a movie theater that allows you to bring your dog to 

the movies with you!  “We have a big heart for our furry family members in our lives and 

believe they should get a night out with you” states the owner of this unique movie theater.  The 

patrons of this theater must review the “3 doggone rules” and sign a liability waiver stating that 

K9 Cinemas is not liable for you or your pet's unruliness. Finally, this theater has this posted: 

“Thank you and doggone it come to enjoy a movie with your furry baby and friends!”  

It’s no secret that Joan loved animals and I can almost hear her proclaim her version of 

the posting of K9Cinema theater: “Thank you and doggone it come in with your furry babies and 

friends and worship the God of all Creation on this Pentecost Sunday!”  In so many ways 

animals and pets are an expression of God in this world. The Psalm for today was a favorite of 

Joan’s and she requested that it be used at her memorial service, it also happens to be the 
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assigned Psalm for Pentecost Sunday! 

I rarely get the opportunity to discuss the wishes someone has for their own memorial 

service, but I was honored to have that opportunity with Joan. When we; Joan, John and I were 

discussing why Psalm 104 held meaning for Joan, verses 24, 25 and 26 stood out for her. “24 O 

Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your 

creatures. Yonder is the sea, great and wide, creeping things innumerable are there, living things 

both small and great. 26 There go the ships, and Leviathan that you formed to (for the) sport in 

it.”  This psalm seems to show God as an adventurous God, who created a world full of 

curiosity and enjoyment, along with humor as a gift from God.  Humor is vital to the human 

experience and it was certainly vital for Joan. 

When speaking with John about his life with Joan, I heard about her sense of adventure. 

When John told me that Joan had her pilots license and had flown over every state except Maine, 

I was in awe but NOT really surprised.  Her adventurous nature certainly encouraged her to 

explore as much of the world as she could.  John said that Joan would pack up the plane with 

her son, JJ and at least one animal and travel here or there while John was deployed.  I know 

many spouses who take on projects when the other spouse is deployed but this was the first time, 

I had heard someone do what Joan did, especially a woman in the 1960’s.  Joan’s sense of 

adventure was to explore and cherish God’s beautiful creation. 

Her sense of adventure is an inspiration for me, and I hope you too.  God has gifted each 

of us with this beautiful creation, and all the creatures which dwell in it.  We are to cherish it in 

the same ways Joan cherished her horses, turtles, snakes, dogs, all animals she loved. She 

cherished the relationships she had with animals and seemed to connect with them in her own 
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unique way and they also connected with her too.  But, most of all Joan cherished her family; 

John, JJ, Maddison. She also cherished those who became family for her; the whole McColly 

family, who were more than just her in-laws, those she taught with and those she taught - each of 

her students; her family here at Resurrection Lutheran Church, where she dedicated so much of 

her life as organist/pianist and director of the Chime Choir as a way of expressing her faith in 

God.  

Even if she didn’t know you well, she had a way of connecting or sharing her life with 

you and I am honored to have been included on that list.  Her spunk, energy and commitment to 

family, friends and God continue to be inspiring, especially on this Pentecost Sunday.  So, it is 

fitting that we are celebrating her life and her love of God’s creation on this Special Sunday, 

which is a day of inspiration. On this Pentecost Sunday we celebrate the inspiration that Joan 

continues to be for many; those who knew her and even those who didn’t.  If you came here 

today not expecting this Celebration of Life Service, you too may be inspired to live life fully, 

with a sense of adventure like Joan did.  We are inspired to be an inspiration to, for and with 

others in the simple things of life which lead to amazing results because of the gift of God’s Holy 

Spirit.   

 The Holy Spirit wasn’t just sent by God a couple thousand years ago, God’s Holy Spirit 

is promised to us today and every day as an advocate and counselor.  Joan’s spirit lives through 

those who knew her, loved, laughed with her, but also through those who are living and sharing 

in this creation that Joan so cherished.  Adventure and learning were meaningful for Joan and 

that is our inspiration today. Just as Psalm 104 was her inspiration, it is an inspiration for each of 

us; “27 These all look to you to give them their food in due season; 28 when you give to them, 
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they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are filled with good things.”  

God’s Holy Spirit is our advocate and our guide, our wonderful counselor through the 

joys and sorrows of this life.  God the “Holy Spirit” blows where it wills, it weaves in and out 

of life like the yarn with which Joan worked; I can still see Joan setting over there with her 

needles spinning her yarn during my sermon, but always attentive to what I was saying.  As 

followers of our living God we are moved for faithful service by God the Holy Spirit who spins 

amazing opportunities for each of us today.  

Joan was a teacher who loved to learn, even the most challenging things. Because of her 

love for teaching children I have something for each child here which I believe represents how 

God’s Holy Spirit works.  A pinwheel moves when the air catches it, but it also works when it is 

moved here and there.  In some sense we are like pinwheels that “catch” the Spirit of God and 

become inspired to love and live as children of God.  If it seems like our “pinwheels” aren’t 

working very well, maybe we need to move them in ways that help each of us to realize and 

know that God’s Holy Spirit is ALWAYS there WEAVING in and through of our lives.  Joan 

knew this and it strengthened her faith. 

The final portion of Psalm 104 seems to complete the message of Pentecost and the 

season of Joan’s life; “29 When you hide your face, they are dismayed; when you take away their 

breath, they die and return to their dust. 30 When you send forth your spirit, they are created; 

and you renew the face of the ground. 31 May the glory of the Lord endure forever; may the 

Lord rejoice in his (God’s) works— 32 God who looks on the earth and it trembles, who touches 

the mountains and they smoke. 33 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise to my 

God while I have being.”  
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So, we have been blessed and continue to be blessed by the God who gave us Joan to 

know, love and respect for a very short season of time, the blink of an eye it seems. We are 

blessed to be a blessing to one another as we hear the Psalmist’s final proclamation; “34 May my 

meditation be pleasing to (God) him, for I rejoice in the Lord. 35b Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

Praise the Lord!” Amen!  

We sing one of Joan’s favorite hymns which inspires us to learn and grow; “Earth and 

All Stars” Please stand… 

 


