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Sermon – “Points of Contact” - 5-19-2019  

Something special is happening here today and the Gospel reading this morning 

helps us to know what makes today so special.  In our Gospel lesson we hear Jesus 

giving his disciples a “New Commandment.”  During Confirmation classes Nicolas 

learned the 10 Commandments, which I am somewhat sure he could recite if I asked 

him to, but I’m not gonna do that.  Jesus is giving his disciples and us a “New 

Commandment” to love one another.  This “New Commandment” is certainly 

challenging; vs. 34 “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as 

I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that 

you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 

As Martin Luther asks in the Small Catechism we might also ask; “What does this 

mean for daily living?”   This “New Commandment” can be challenging but something 

we need to be reminded to do daily so that others may know you and I are disciples, it is 

challenging and yet relatively simple at the same time.  The question; “What does this 
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mean for daily living” gets answer instantly in these verses 34 and 35 of the text.  We 

are to love as Jesus loves so that others may experience God’s love. Even loving others 

we disagree with or they do or say mean things.  Jesus’ love is unconditional but our love 

is often filled with conditions; “I will love you if you clean up your room, I will love you 

if you agree with what I am saying, I will love you if you keep my secrets.”   

There is a “religious coin” being promoted and sold by some fundamental 

preachers.  For $45 dollars you get a gold plated coin with a picture of the president and 

Cyrus the Great, who was the founder of the first Persian Empire on one side and a 

Isaiah 48:1 on the other side, look it up when you get a chance.  The gentleman selling 

this coin on TV proclaims that the “Lord” told him that this coin is “point of contact” in 

which the Lord will continue doing the miracles already begun at the last election until 

the next election. It is really a political fundraiser, similar to the “money changers” 

which Jesus challenged in the temple by overturning their tables.   

As Disciples of the Resurrection our “point of contact” with God and Jesus is the 

Holy Spirit.  God makes contact with us as the “Spirit” moves mysteriously in this world 

and it is because of this “point of contact” that Nicolas confirms his faith today in 

Affirming the Baptismal covenant made for him some 13 years ago.  God’s “point of 

contact” with this world was loving it so much that Jesus died on the cross for all people.  

The cross is our “point of contact” with God, the God who redeemed this world out of 

love, and gave us a “New Commandment” to love others – especially those we find 

difficult to love. 

We are supported by the Holy Spirit of God as part of the Trinity in which we 

profess our faith.  During confirmation classes we learned more about the Trinity, 
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Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier.  We also discussed the difference between “belief” 

and “faith.”  I know Nicolas and his friends and mom like to go camping, and sometimes 

even grandma.  When one goes camping there are a lot of things to do to prepare for 

such an experience.  Equipment needs to be gathered, appropriate food needs to be 

purchased, and weather needs to be considered along with the destination and time 

frame, along with some faith that it will turn out ok.   

In my first parish as a pastor, I went backpacking with a number of young people 

at Christikon Bible Camp, located in the Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness Area, just 

north of Yellowstone National Park. This is some of the most beautiful country on earth.  

My first time there was filled with excitement and anxiety, especially when I looked at 

the mountains we were going to climb, wondering if it was really possible to climb to the 

top and over.  Our guide, who had worked at Chrisitikon for a couple of years but was 

still younger than most of the “adult leaders” was very confident that we would be able 

to climb that tall mountain.  We/I trusted and believed that he could lead us on our 

journey up and over that mountain.   

As we began our journey, we spent time planning and learning about safety 

before beginning our week of mountain climbing. We checked the equipment, learned to 

tie some useful knots and discovered how important it was to hang our food supply in a 

tree and clean up around our camp before going to bed so Grizzly bears didn’t pay us a 

visit at night.  We were asked if we would work together and support each other, and if 

we had the commitment for such an adventure, our response was whole heartedly; “Yes, 

we believe and will support each other” I silently added; “by the grace of God.” 
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So, as we began our trek up the mountains, one more thing was added to the 

leaders pack and that was a bell. It was more than just any old bell; it was a “Bear Bell.”  

This bell was intended to scare off bears, I trusted our leader and those who helped us 

prepare but I wondered how this little bell would ward off big, bad grizzly bears?  Yet I 

believed it would because others with more experience than I in backpacking knew what 

they were talking about.  Yet my faith in this little bell was shaky to say the least.  But 

when we began our climb, the first 6 miles on the first day, it was nice to hear the bell 

ring as a symbol of hope and faith, no matter how much we huffed and puffed as 

newbies to mountain climbing.   

It is one thing to believe that one little bell will protect you; it is another thing to 

hike through the wilderness trusting it would work and trusting those leading us.  That 

requires faith – to trust your belief that the God of all creation will lead you along paths 

of struggle and heartache, to act on that belief, even in the midst of great fear is faith. 

That “Bear Bell” was my “point of contact” with the wisdom of those who had 

backpacked before us.  Our “points of contact” as faithful followers, is the Cross of 

Christ.  This cross is more than a nice looking piece of jewelry or something one wears to 

ward off evil spirits.  This cross of Christ connects each of us in faith to the God who 

guides us on the trails of life.   

We all need “points of contact” with the divine love of Christ that calls us to be 

disciples.  Our “points of contact” are more than shiny gold coins or cross jewelry. Our 

points of contact with our almighty God is the unconditional love we share with others.  

Faith is nurtured when we are in relationship with others, even those who challenge us 

or seem unlovable.  As I have said before, we walk wet in the waters of baptism daily as 
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faithful people and Nicolas begins a new journey in his life of faith with all those who are 

here and those who have gone before him, like his grandpa.  Together as members of the 

Body of Christ we are the “points of contact” for him and one another of faith in the God 

who loves us unconditionally.  Amen   
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