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Sermon – “Modern Day Miracles” – 1-20-19 - John 2:1-11 

Grace and Peace on this Second Sunday after the Epiphany – Pause and Reflect… 

Ten years ago, on January 15, 2009 the US Airways Flight 1549, shortly after takeoff 

from New York City's LaGuardia Airport struck a flock of Canada geese just northeast of 

the George Washington Bridge.  This caused the plane to lose all of its engine power.  Unable to 

return to LaGuardia or any other airport, pilots Chesley Sullenberger and Jeffrey Skiles glided 

the plane to “ditch” or land on the Hudson River off Midtown Manhattan.  All of the 155 

passengers on board survived with very few serious injuries.  This horrific and yet amazing 

accident became known as the "Miracle on the Hudson."  

What caught my attention at the time was the picture of all the passengers standing, 

basically floating on the wings of the downed plane. It was a great relief that everyone survived 

especially because of the frequency that people fly and the association that one might have 

with this accident.  It seems that what makes this a “Miracle” is that all the people were safe 

because of the expertise of the pilots of this plane.  This isn’t always the case in similar 

situations - making this event a “Modern Day Miracle.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LaGuardia_Airport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird_strikes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada_geese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jet_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chesley_Sullenberger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hudson_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midtown_Manhattan
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Jesus begins his Public ministry with a miracle, but it is much different than landing a 

plane on the Hudson river.  He begins his public ministry at a wedding celebration, when the 

wine runs out and his mother asks him to help.  How Jesus helped out was much different than 

when my mother asked me as a kid or an adult, to go to the grocery store to pick up something 

she needed for a recipe or for dinner.  Mary doesn’t ask Jesus to go to the corner market/liquor 

store to pick up some more wine so that the celebration could continue, she turns to Jesus 

because she knows that he will do something about this situation; especially when she says to 

the servants; “do whatever he tells you to do.”   

So, Jesus creates a miracle, but not out of “thin air.”   Jesus creates a miracle in a way 

that only he would do and that is by using common elements to make a miracle.  So the best 

wine was created out of water and given to the crowd, which perplexes them because it was 

saved for the end of the celebration.  Out of ordinary water Jesus creates the best wine for the 

celebration.  The best was saved for last, which seems to be where this saying comes from.  

Jesus gives to those gathered the best wine in abundance.   

What makes this a miracle?  It isn’t quite the same as landing a jetliner on a river where 

everyone survives.  No one is raised from the dead, or has their vision or hearing restored.  The 

gift of the abundant wine is seen as miraculous and it is the first miracle of Jesus which we are 

presented during this season of Epiphany.  Epiphany is a season about the “manifestation” of 

God to this world and the Wedding at Cana.  The Gospel of John moves us beyond the “free gift” 

and “generosity” sense of grace to remind us that grace also means abundance, as in unbelievable, 

more-than-you-can-possibly-imagine, abundance.  Jesus provides not just more wine, he saves the 
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celebration with more wine than the whole crowd could drink not only during the three days of 

the wedding feast, but probably for three weeks. Amazing!  

The first major internet fad of 2019 is a “challenge” but it is not that challenging.  This 

fad is called the “10-Year Challenge, or the 2009 vs. 2019 Challenge, or the Glow Up Challenge, 

or the How Hard Did Aging Hit You Challenge.” Whatever you want to call it, it is simple: You 

post a photo of yourself from 2009 next to a photo of yourself in 2019. You caption it whatever 

you want. That’s it!  

This is NOT really very challenging except if you don’t like pictures of yourself of would 

rather forget what you looked like then or what you look like now.  I started thinking about 

what it would be like if there was a camera that could take a picture of what you were going to 

be like in 10 years, what would be the difference between now and then?  I am not just talking 

about physical appearance, but what if it could also show your soul and faith – what would 

have changed?  Would you have grown or matured in faith?  Would your soul be strengthened 

by living out the actions of your faith?  Maybe there wouldn’t be any difference or maybe there 

would be a totally different picture of who you are has a child of God. 

On this MLK weekend we remember a few of Martin Luther King Jr’s quotes; “Our lives 

begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.” Also; “Justice too long 

delayed is justice denied.” And; “Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, ‘What are you 

doing for others?’”  Are we making “Modern Day miracles” in a world that really needs to 

experience the Abundance of God’s Grace daily?    
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Of course, we can’t all be like “Sully” Sullenberger and his co-pilot who glided a jetliner 

safely on the waters of the Hudson River.  Yet we each can find our own ways of living out the 

Abundance of God’s Grace in this world.  Maybe you are feeling stuck - right where you were 10 

years ago, saying “10 years isn’t a long time, I will get around to creating some miracles or 

changes in my life soon – don’t rush me!  One of my nephews is almost 10 years old, so many 

things have changed in his lifetime – His whole world has evolved and grown.  We too need to 

evolve and grow in faith and understanding. 

What does the miracle of the New and Abundant wine mean for you today?  This first 

miracle of Jesus was a miracle of grace and abundance.  Out of the ordinary-ness of life God 

works through us so Grace may abound but this is challenging.  Epiphany is that season which 

focuses on the manifestation of God in this world through the birth of Jesus.  As people of God 

we received “New Wine” daily.  We are given the “best of the best” so we can be the best in 

the words we say and deeds done. The best wine is given in abundance, by the grace of God.  

God’s grace is manifested through Grace – it is also manifested in how we live lives in 

response to this Grace.  Don’t wait 10 years to manifest the abundance of God’s Grace given to 

you today! There is no better time like the present, because God’s love and grace is manifested 

through the light of our Epiphany stars – beaming as a “sign” to the whole world which is held 

in the hands of God. Amen. 
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