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Sermon – "Triangle of Transfiguration ” – 3-3-19 - Luke 9:28-36, (37-43) 

Grace and Peace to you on this last Sunday after Epiphany; the “Transfiguration of our Lord.” 

Pause and Reflect… 

I learned something in Confirmation this week; transfiguration is a term used in 

Geometry.  I don’t recall much about this when I was in Jr. or Sr. High School – I think I opted 

out of Geometry as one of my math class options, picking algebra instead.  When asking 

Nicholas if he had ever heard of the word transfiguration; he replied affirmatively and I asked if 

it had to do with the re-emergence of the “Transformers” recently reappearing at the movies.  

Nicholas told that it was a term he had heard of in his math classes, specifically Geometry. After 

hearing his explanation I still had questions and did an online search of the connection of what 

seems to be a little used word; Transfiguration and its connection to Geometry.  

I found that transfiguration is related to triangle geometry; “Triangle geometry is the 

study of the properties of triangles, including associated triangle centers, triangle lines, central 

circles, triangle cubics, and many others. These geometric objects often have remarkable 

properties with respect to the triangle.  An amazing number of connections between geometric 
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structures occur in triangle geometry, prompting Crelle (1821) to state, ‘It is indeed a wonder 

that so simple a figure as the triangle is so inexhaustible in its properties,’ and J. Wetzel to 

remark that triangle geometry ‘has more miracles per square meter than any other area of 

mathematics’ (Kimberling 1998, p. 1).  Math World website: 

http://mathworld.wolfram.com/TriangleGeometry.html  

So how does this mathematical or geometric understanding of transfiguration connect 

with the Gospel reading today?  God seems to be a God of formulas, of complicated stories that 

point to a message or a meaning.  If you have ever seen an episode of the popular television 

show; “The Big Bang Theory,” you know one of the main characters, Sheldon, who is a brilliant 

physicist working at Cal Tech in Pasadena, California. He and his colleagues, who are his best 

friends, are always in the process of solving equations using various formulas to support this or 

that hypothesis.  Because of Sheldon’s regimented, deeply eccentric, non-conventional ways and 

logical process, his capacity for “normal” relationships are always being challenged in the 

situations he is involved. For Sheldon everything is about science and equation, connected to 

logic and his OCD tendencies. 

Sheldon’s inner world has to be connected to logic and understanding – until it isn’t and 

then the foundation of his world is thrown into chaos and his need to stabilize it, is hilarious to 

watch.  The disciples who were with Jesus on that mountain experienced something chaotic and 

at the same time transforming. Jesus appearance changed and he was joined by Moses and 

Elijah. This rocked the foundation of the disciples world.  Luke 9:29; “And while he (Jesus) was 

praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. 30 

Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him…33 Just as they were leaving him, 

Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for 
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you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah"—not knowing what he said. 34 While he was saying this, 

a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. 

In that moment something changed, they experience something New about Jesus and 

New about the essence of God.  To be in the presence of God is to be changed. During this 

season of Epiphany, we have walked with those who first came to the realization that Jesus 

might actually be the Messiah, the one they had been waiting for. And they experienced 

something beyond their logical, deeply held understandings and conventional ways. Like 

Sheldon their world was rocked, logical process was thrown out the window and Peter out of his 

confusion and delirium or maybe out of his need to make the illogical, seem logical proclaimed 

his desire to build 3 booths. 

When humans are stressed by the situations of life, often there is a need to do something 

to make sense out of the chaos, but usually in irrational ways.  During this Season of Epiphany 

we have heard about the disciples journey with Jesus as they saw the heavens open and heard the 

voice of God proclaiming, “This is my Son,” as they stood at the Jordan River. They tasted the 

water that had become “good wine” at a wedding in Cana. They heard Jesus teach in the 

synagogue and heard him profess that scripture had been fulfilled. They watched—or possibly 

even participated with—the angry crowd who drove Jesus out of the synagogue. They heard him 

teach and obeyed him when Jesus told them, “Put (your boats) out into the deep water and let 

down your nets for a catch.” They witnessed signs and believed. They heard him and felt hope 

as he declared, “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.” They wrestled 

as he taught them to love their enemies and to “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” 

Some were amazed, others angry, multitudes found hope, and a handful left everything 

and followed him. But all were forever changed, how could they not be? How can we not be? 
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Our interactions with God and others change us because proximity can change one’s perspective, 

and in a way nothing can be the same again. It is impossible to “Un-see” something or “Un-

experience” or Un-witness something. Often we forget that the challenging things of life are 

where we experience the greatest learning and often feel the presence of God more closely. 

Through our experiences, we gain knowledge, and knowledge stubbornly refuses to let us remain 

the same. 

This means that we are changed by the everyday interactions we have with each other, as 

God is present in that moment. Who can see God and experience God and remain the same? To 

see God is to be changed.  This morning, we are reminded in the Gospel reading of the 

mountaintop revelation of God through Jesus, witnessed by the disciples. All are changed 

because of the “transfiguration theory” of God.  Peter, James, and John had already given up 

everything to follow Jesus. They had heard his teaching, they had asked questions, and they 

witnessed the miracles. Yet it wasn’t until this time and place that their eyes were opened to see 

Jesus the Christ in his true appearance, joined by two of the greatest prophets of their faith. 

They had been walking with Jesus, but it wasn’t until the “transfiguration” of Jesus that 

their eyes were opened to the “Christ” in their midst, they couldn’t un-see what they had 

witnessed and it was the glory of God. They were changed. 

When they descended the mountain, they came back to reality of life as they were 

confronted by a man whose son had been seized by an evil spirit. Their time on the mountain 

was Most Certainly over and they, along with Jesus were back at work, doing the “usual” the 

customary work of Jesus who rebuked the spirit, healed the young boy. “And all were astounded 

at the greatness of God,” which seems like a Meme of the disciples.  
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 A meme of this day is: “Telling people God loves them is good Theology, Showing 

people that you love them transforms the world.” The disciples had seen God and their lives 

were changed. How could they not be? This is how God works, in the everyday ordinary 

situations of life, beyond any formulas or ideologies we put on God.  In the transfiguration of 

Jesus we hear about the simple formula of God who is creator, redeemer and sanctifier – the 

perfect or ultimate “Triangle of Transfiguration!” Amen!   
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