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Sermon – "Super Bloom” – 3-24-19 – Third Sunday in Lent 

Grace and Peace to you... Pause and Reflect… 

The headline read: “California’s super bloom is the best in years, so vibrant it can be 

seen from space.” California’s wildflower super bloom is reported to be amazing this year that it 

can be seen from planes flying tens of thousands of feet overhead — and, in some cases, even 

from space. A rare phenomenon attracted so many visitors to a Southern California town of Lake 

Elsinore, that officials needed to declare a public safety emergency.  The town of Lake Elsinore 

briefly cut off access to the poppy fields calling the crowding "unbearable." 

It might be too much of a good thing for Lake Elsinore. According to the mayor, there 

have been fights over parking spaces and people trampling over the flowers, (CBS News' Jamie 

Yuccas.)  The town of about 60,000 saw roughly 100,000 visitors last Sunday, forcing Mayor 

Steve Manos to declare a "poppy apocalypse." 

This doesn’t seem to be the case in our Gospel reading this morning for the poor little fig 

tree that isn’t bearing fruit. “If the fig tree bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you 

can cut it down.” That sounds pretty harsh and a lot of pressure for the little fig tree doesn’t it?  

Jesus seems to use a parable of an owner and a gardener who discuss the tenure of one of the fig 
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trees in the orchard. Imagine them walking amid all the healthy, leafy trees, those that have 

yielded figs for many years but then there is this little “fig tree” that couldn’t.  The gardener 

knows what these trees need and but he can’t explain why the tree has yielded nothing even 

though they have been patient for the last 3 years. 

Previously in chapter 12 of Luke’s Gospel Jesus’ tells his disciples and others listening to 

stop worrying so much. They seem to be worrying about all kinds of things – food, shelter, 

clothing, money, health, security and status quo, it wasn’t healthy. Those worries are causing 

many to be in conflict with each other and their belief system.  Jesus says, “Do not be anxious 

about your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. For life is more 

than food, and the body more than clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they 

have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them.... Consider the lilies, how they grow: 

they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of 

these” (Luke 12:22–24). 

“Not Worrying” is a challenge for most people.  The “What if” comes into play when one 

worries. Questions are asked without any good answers because there aren’t any good answers 

and no one can really predict the future anyway.  These “What if” questions really can’t be 

answered until some factual information to base things on.  One’s health comes into play here 

most often; “What if the results of the test or biopsy say “this or that?” then what?   

The logical response is to wait to find out the results and move forward from that point.  

Even with the results comes a whole new set of “What if” questions which are difficult to 

speculated upon, even when the facts that are known.  It is the unknown that human beings have 

great difficulty living with.  What if the economy nose dives and one loses a job, and is unable to 
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pay rent or mortgage, buy food and clothing – then what?  The saying; “just have to wait and 

see” is not very comforting to someone who excessively worries.  Anxiety disorders grow out 

excessive and compulsive worrying.  Distorted thoughts that are loosely based on reality but 

don’t help the excessive worrier.   

Why worry Jesus says in Luke 12, and seems to address this difficulty in today’s reading 

or maybe he gives people something to really worry about in our gospel today.  The owner of the 

vineyard in the parable was concerned about the productivity of the little fig tree.  But the 

gardener offers a solution of sorts. The gardener of the vineyard struck a deal with the owner and 

sought a reprieve for the little tree, “give it another year, I will fertilize it and let’s see what 

happens.”  We don’t hear about what happens after the year has passed, did bear fruit?  So many 

“What ifs” go unanswered.  The gardener asked the owner to be even more patient with the 

“unfruitful” fig tree and allow him to nurture to see it will produce fruit.   

It seems clear that owner is convinced by the gardener to be EVEN MORE patient before 

determining the fate of the fig tree.  I have a honeysuckle plant in my little “Urban Garden” that 

hasn’t bloomed since I got it a couple of years ago.  Last year it looked like it was going to die 

but then it started to grow unexpectedly.  It is bushier and taller than ever, so I hope in this third 

growing season that it will bloom.  I have looked online to try and figure why it hasn’t and the 

only answer I have found is to make sure it is fertilized with just enough water but not too much.   

I have always liked gardening but I would never say that I have a green thumb.  Often, 

even after all the care in the world, the plants will die.  I am glad that most of the plants in my 

Urban Garden do well, each are different though, some just grow and some don’t but all need 

care.  I am not ready to “cut down” my honeysuckle plant if it doesn’t bloom this year – though I 
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will be frustrated if it doesn’t.  Do I worry about it, not really but I am concerned enough to care 

for it.  

Most of us know why the Super Bloom is so amazing this year; it is because we have had 

so much wonderful rain.  The Rain that has nurtured the growth of the poppies in Lake Elsinore 

has also flooded out the vulnerable burn areas and other low lying areas.  With all the talk about 

the “Super Bloom” I have also heard that there will be more fires when all of these beautiful 

flowers turn into dry weeds.  It is a sad reality of the type of desert climate where we live.  

Hopefully the worry about the possible fires will not distract from the beauty of creation at this 

moment, but it could.  Of course there is a need to prepare for the possibilities but no “What If” 

questions will change anything.  Concern leads to preparation without ignoring the beauty of the 

moment. 

Often one finds that all the worry was for nothing and all the “What If” questions didn’t 

really solve anything because the answer turned out to be something which wasn’t even 

considered.  “Why worry?” It seems like something to do, even though it is totally unproductive 

and rarely based on reality.  So, if you are thinking that I am suggesting that you grow and bloom 

where you are planted, you would be correct. But the fruit you bear is unlike anyone else’s – you 

have to find your own “Super Bloom” in life. 

The “Super Bloom” is said to happen maybe once every 10 years.  It has only been a few 

years between this one and the previous one, so as with most things of nature it is unpredictable.  

The gardener intercedes for the little fig tree so that the owner doesn’t cut it down for its lack of 

fruit.  Metaphorically speaking, it could be said that Jesus is the gardener who intercedes for an 

“unproductive” world who has had 3 years to repent and turn around.  We are told to repent and 
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turn around but we are also shown grace in the story of the fig tree, whose fate is yet to be 

determined.  “What if” that’s what it is all about?  We are each to repent or turn around and 

grow like the “Super Bloom” wherever you are planted and bear unique fruit, uncomparable to 

anyone else because you are loved and nurtured by Jesus who is the ultimate gardener.  Amen. 
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