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Sermon – "Show Love” – 2-17-19 - Luke 6:17-26 

Grace and Peace on this Sixth Sunday after Epiphany – Pause and Reflect… 

“He is faster than a speeding stroller, more adorable than a kitten, and able to get a 

stranger's attention with a single courtesy. This is America's latest superhero -- and the only 

superhero with the power to feed the homeless.  By day, Austin Perine is a mild-mannered 4-

year-old from Birmingham, Alabama. But once a week, he turns into this alter ego: a superhero 

set on feeding as many homeless people as possible. He likes to go by the name "President 

Austin," because he wants to be president one day and change the world and help people, 

because as his dad said; ‘That's his idea of what the president is supposed to do.’"  (2018 CBS 

Interactive Inc. All Rights Reserved). https://presidentaustin.org  

This idea of helping the homeless all began one day when Austin and his dad were 

watching a TV show about pandas. It showed a mama panda abandoning a baby, and his dad told 

him that the cub was now homeless. 'What's homeless?' Austin asked his dad.   His dad replied 

“It's when you don't have a home and sometimes you don't have mom or dad around,” Then 

https://presidentaustin.org/
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Austin asked: “are people homeless too” like the panda bear (sic)?  When he learned that some 

people are homeless and hungry, “President Austin” began his life as a superhero making a 

difference in the lives the homeless and hungry.  (2018 CBS Interactive Inc.) 

So, President Austin said to his parents that he wanted to use his allowance and the 

money they would spend on toys for him to go toward chicken sandwiches instead.  In his 

superhero cap and big bright smile he goes out into the neighborhoods of Birmingham, Alabama 

giving a sandwich to homeless people along with this proclamation; "Don't forget to show love," 

he tells them with a great big contagious smile. 

This morning we hear Jesus preaching the beatitudes in the Gospel of Luke.  Luke’s 

version of the beatitudes is much different than the more familiar beatitudes of Matthew.  In 

Matthew the Beatitudes are also called the Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus is speaking to the 

crowd who have gathered on the side of a hill or mountain.  Luke has Jesus proclaiming a 

slightly different version of the familiar Beatitudes on a level place or as sometimes described; 

Jesus’ Sermon on the plain.  If you had a chance to read “From the Desk” either in the digest or 

on our Facebook page, you read about my confusion as a kid when I heard the title; “Jesus’ 

sermon on the plane.”  My genuine question to either my Sunday School teacher or my pastor – 

maybe both was; “How could Jesus preach a Sermon on a Plane – they weren’t invented yet?” I 

was genuinely confused and wanted some clarity. 

After having it explained to me that there were two versions of this story – one on the 

side of hill and the other in a flat place called a plain, it was clear as mud for my child sized 

brain.  Now that my brain is bigger and a little wiser I am not so sure that it is that much clearer.  

But 4 year-old Austin or I should say President Austin, seems to have a wonderful grasp on the 
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understanding of Luke’s version of Jesus Sermon on the Plain – the level places of life.  Blessed 

are the Poor, Jesus says in Luke compared to Matthew’s version of Jesus saying Blessed are the 

Poor in Spirit.  What’s the difference you might say?  Well one can be poor in spirit without 

literally being poor, there are many wealthy people who are poor in spirit and there are many 

poor people whose spirit lifts them out of the difficult feelings of their situation.   

President Austin asks us all to show love, especially to those in need – the poor.  When 

he gives each a sandwich, he asks each person to “pay it 

forward” by showing and being love to others.  It’s hard to turn 

down a 4-year-old with such energy and conviction.  His is a 

simple yet heart-felt way of making a difference.  He has yet to 

discover the complexities of changing the lives of those who are 

poor, the bureaucracies encountered when trying to change a system so that people who are 

homeless and in need might be helped.  He just hands them a sandwich, makes them smile and 

asks them to “Share Love” with others.  What a blessing this young is who those who experience 

him and for those of us who only read about him. 

Our Gospel turns human understandings of being blessed upside down.  Jesus is 

preaching from the level place, the plain old ordinary places where people work and live and 

deal with the joys and struggles of daily life.  As I have shared in recent sermons, the author of 

Luke is writing to an early church of young believers who were experiencing the challenges of 

being involved with something that seemed like a “cult” to other people.  They were worshiping 

a savior who was raised from the dead by the power of God, but life was still difficult.  People 

were still poor and hungry and weeping and being hated.  Jesus turns these understandings 
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upside down and lets them know that even when one is excluded or reviled or even defamed, 

God still blesses and us.  

Often I hear people say they are blessed and so lucky for the great circumstances in their 

lives which isn’t terrible.  Jesus seems to be answering the questions I ponder in my head before 

I ask them out loud; “What about the people who don’t have the good situations or family or 

loved ones, or the good name or the possessions of what some see as a blessed life are these 

unfortunate people not blessed?  In Luke’s version of Jesus “Sermon on the Plain” or the level 

places, says yes to my question.  Those experiencing the difficulties mentioned are most 

certainly blessed but so are the other people.  Counting ones blessings are more difficult in 

challenging times.  God is about blessing all people and that is something we all need to be 

reminded of – in good times and difficult ones – sometimes the blessings received during 

difficult times are not recognized instantly, maybe, sometimes it’s only after one goes through 

the difficulty that the  blessing be seen or looked for.  

One of the men who encountered President Austin the Superhero said; “this kid gives me 

hope.” It seems that everyone who meets Austin gets a sandwich and some hope. So maybe 

someday "President Austin" won't be a superhero anymore, he'll just be a president. Austin’s 

mission is spreading all over the country. (2018 CBS Interactive Inc. All Rights Reserved.) 

God doesn’t wait to bestow blessings as a reward, that’s a human understanding.  God is 

Love and is always bestowing blessings, it is just hard for we as human beings to realize this 

behavior of God.  President Austin didn’t wait for any sort of bureaucracy to start “sharing love” 

through a sandwich and a contagious smile, he just did it.  Jesus is saying to us today that God is 

always blessing us, whether we believe it or not; "Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the 
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kingdom of God. 21 Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. Blessed are you 

who weep now, for you will laugh. 22 Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they 

exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice in that day 

and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to 

the prophets.” Luke 6:20-23. 

"Don't forget to show love," President Austin tells others and they do it immediately.  

Showing love is contagious and such a “blessing” to others. Today my new role model is a four-

year-old Superhero, named Austin or I should say President Austin and I am ASKING YOU TO 

SHOW LOVE!  Amen!   

The Rev. Dr. Brian K. Oltman 

Resurrection Lutheran Church - 1111 Fifth Street - Coronado, CA - www.rl.church  

A Super Hero's job is to help others, but even a Super Hero 

like President Austin needs some help and supplies 

sometimes. 

"I'm giving up my allowance and toys to help buy food for 

the homeless in America. Please help me and don't forget to 

Show Love!"  - President Austin 

https://www.gofundme.com/show-love-fight-hunger 
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