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Sermon – "Radical Love” – 3-17-19 – Second Sunday in Lent 

Grace and Peace to you... Pause and Reflect… 

April the Giraffe had her baby yesterday! Animal Adventure Park's famous giraffe in 

Harpursville, NY became an internet sensation as she awaited the birth to her fifth calf.  Tens of 

thousands of people all over the world had been tuned into her live YouTube feed round the 

clock. http://bit.ly/2Jb7qQK  I knew nothing about it until I was checking my email yesterday 

when I received the notice about April the Giraffe’s baby’s impending birth.  As I was watching 

the live stream online I couldn’t help but be amazed by miracle of birth, and also that April was 

up pacing waiting for her new baby to literally drop from her.  Wouldn’t you know it, just as I 

took a break to go to the bathroom the blessed event happened!  Fortunately, I was able to 

rewind the live stream to see the moment that the new baby giraffe being born, it was quite 

amazing! The miracle of birth is something pretty awesome. 

One of the things I would do during in my first Unit of CPE after dealing with a trauma 

or a death was to go to the nursery of the hospital to see the babies.  My first unit – 3 months of 

chaplaincy was completed at St. Luke’s Hospital, Fargo, ND.  They had the traditional nursery 

which displays the new born infants, which I found to be soothing or comforting after 

http://bit.ly/2Jb7qQK
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experiencing way too much death.  It helped me to experience life, the new life of a tiny little 

baby. 

As I was contemplating my message this morning I realized I was deeply affected by yet 

another atrocity of life and death with the murder of those worshiping and praying in New 

Zealand.  This was so impacting that I really needed to experience life being born to April the 

giraffe.  This new life of the baby giraffe reminds me that even in the midst of tragedy life is 

born and life continues.   

One of the witnesses or victims of the terrorist attack at the Masjid Al Noor mosque in 

central Christchurch and the Linwood Masjid mosque reported; “He had a big gun ... he came 

and started shooting everyone in the mosque, everywhere," said Mr. Ahmad Al-Mahmoud. He 

said he and others escaped by breaking through a glass door.  According to CNN; “Fifty people 

were killed and 50 others wounded in a terror attack on these two mosques some of them were 

children, that’s always hard.  As is often the case in a situations like this there was a report of one 

of the worshippers using his body to shield others, protecting them while sacrificing himself, just 

as the mother – hen – Jesus speaks of in our Gospel today.  We meet our Gospel today impacted 

by stories of life and death – people we know and those we do not.  Whenever death is 

experienced it seems to be important to remember that life is a gift from God. Time is also a gift 

from God.  Time spent with one another, with loved ones can often feel like a momentary 

experience when death happens, especially the traumatic deaths of those at these two mosques 

just because of the distorted and delusional understandings of one young man, who was bent on 

killing. 
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Another witness reported when interviewed; “what are you going to do now?” “All I can 

do is pray, love God and love others – that’s all I can do.”  In the helplessness of this situation 

this man knew about love, knew about compassion and he knew about the redeeming power of 

God in this terrible situation.   

All of this annihilation happened because of one young man’s fear of those who are 

different.  As he set out to kill those he killed and wounded his manifesto became known.  This 

manifesto cited "white genocide," a term typically used by racist groups to refer to immigration 

and the growth of minority populations, as his motivation to do what he did.   

Political and Islamic leaders across Asia and the Middle East condemned the killings.  

Jesus’ prophetic frustration and his equally prophetic anguish to gather under his wings all of 

Jerusalem as a mother hen gathers her chicks is obvious in our Gospel reading. The image of a 

mother hen that Jesus invokes is both fierce and vulnerable. As the hen protects her brood of 

chicks facing the impending danger, Jesus proclaims that he will do the same for those whom 

God loves as he journeys to the cross. 

I put a question on my Pastor Brian Facebook page; “Was Jesus a Conservative 

Christian? Asking for a friend...” to see what sort of response I would get. The responses were 

amazing. Most said, of course Jesus wasn’t a Christian – which makes logical sense because he 

was the Christ, the Messiah of God.  Many also said he wasn’t conservative, which also seems 

true in many ways by the things he said and his actions which challenged the status quo.  It 

seems that many people really hadn’t thought about this question before.  Often our conservative 

nature is challenged by the actions and words of Jesus; “Heal the sick – feed the poor – clothe 

the naked – love your enemy.”   
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These challenging words certainly don’t fit with the conservative nature that I experience 

in my life “to not rock the boat.”  Jesus seemed to “rock the boat” of injustice in this world for 

the righteousness of God.  Maybe you are like me and think; “Well, Jesus did that – his life and 

death and resurrection challenged everything in this world, so I don’t have to rock the 

uncomfortable boats in this world.”  Maybe you are also like me thinking; “it is time to rock 

some boats” in this world – what do I have to lose, certainly not my life on a Cross? But I’m not 

Jesus. 

I am not Irish either – Green beer isn’t an interest of mine on this drinking or eating 

holiday. Many people are Irish today and don’t even know why.  St. Patrick was a missionary to 

the Heathen Country of Ireland.  Unlike other missionaries at the time, rather than trying to 

conquer and change people by force, beating them over the head with Scripture, he lived among 

them.  He was present with them and heard what they had to say and in turn they listened to what 

he had to say about God’s loving grace and love.  His was a long story of mission with the 

purpose of sharing God, faith and love with those who seemed different.  He impacted others and 

was impacted and changed in return.  Not everyone agreed with his radical understanding of God 

but they respected the differences. 

So, if you are Irish or just celebrating for the fun of it, know that St. Patrick was more 

than a traditional missionary.  He shared the presence of God with those who initially refused to 

hear him.  St. Patrick was not conservative in his approach because he didn’t follow the rules of 

the day, and now we celebrate him by drinking Green Beer, eating Corn beef and cabbage.  He 

was so much more. One of the many Irish Blessings is helpful as we seek to share the radical 

love of God daily be being present in each other’s lives: "May you have enough happiness to 

keep you sweet, enough trials to keep you strong, enough sorrow to keep you human, enough 
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hope to keep you happy, enough failure to keep you humble, enough success to keep you eager, 

enough friends to give you comfort, enough faith and courage in yourself to banish sadness, 

enough wealth to meet your needs and one thing more; enough determination to make each day 

a more wonderful day than the one before." Amen. 

The Rev. Dr. Brian K. Oltman 
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