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Sermon – “Like Shooting Fish in a Barrel?” - 5-5-2019  

Pause and reflect…what does the Resurrection mean for your daily life? ...Amen 

You have probably heard the saying – “it’s like shooting fish in a barrel?” It’s a funny 

saying when to think about it, who would shoot fish in a barrel? Answers.com states that 

this saying originated from two men were having a shooting contest. They each said 

what the other had to shoot. Man #1 said to shoot a bird in a tree and Man #2 said to 

shoot a fish in a barrel - thinking that it would be very hard. Apparently - shooting fish 

in a barrel was incredibly easy partly because the vibration into the water was enough to 

kill the fish in it! 

This whole concept sounds too dangerous and silly, not something I would recommend 

anyone doing. The disciples in the Gospel today aren't having a good day of fishing – not 

as easy as shooting fish in a barrel, until someone on the shore yells out some advice – 
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some fishing tips about where to cast their nets. The beloved disciple recognizes the 

voice and he says to Peter, "That's not just any old guy giving out fishing tips - That's - 

Jesus!" Then Peter, who is naked on the boat, puts on his clothes and jumps into the sea, 

which doesn’t make much sense. 

Our readings today refer to hearing the voice of Jesus a couple of times. In the first 

reading Jesus speaks to Paul or Saul to tell him to change his ways and stop persecuting 

the “followers of the Way,” the early name of the Christians. Paul is changed forever and 

so is Peter, the disciple who denied knowing Jesus right before his crucifixion. There is 

something about hearing the voice of Jesus that changes these two men and they do 

unexpected things. 

How does the voice of Jesus change people’s lives? Maybe you say you have never heard 

the voice of Jesus and think that those who do have some psychological issues. I have 

heard a number of people, particularly those with Schizophrenia claim to hear the voice 

of Jesus but that seems a part of their religious hallucinations. Maybe it is easier to hear 

the “Non-Jesus” voices or the negative voices all around us daily on social media and 

even the negative internal voices we hold onto because of the fear of the unknown. 

What voices are you hearing and following? What voices impact the decisions you make 

and your understanding of self and others. Is the voice of the Resurrected Jesus easier to 

hear and believe even though everything in this world seems like it is “going to hell in a 

handbasket?” Which is another phrase that has come to mean “something rapidly 

deteriorating - on course for disaster.” The point is that a “Resurrection” faith is not as 

easy as “shooting fish in a barrel?” or “Easy as Pie” when everything around seems to be 

crumbling. This seems to be the dilemma of the early followers of Jesus.  
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How about each of us, how ready and willing are we to take that leap into the water of 

faith which is filled with uncertainty? What do we do with doubt and fear and 

misunderstanding as “people of the Resurrection?” What does this mean for daily living 

as asked by Martin Luther? 

There is a saying from the DALAI LAMA that seems to fit well no matter what one’s 

dogma or faith structure might be; “Whether you believe in God or not does not matter 

so much, whether you believe in Buddha or not does not matter so much; as a 

Buddhist, whether you believe in reincarnation or not does not matter so much. You 

must lead a good life. And a good life does not mean just good food, good clothes, (and) 

good shelter. These are not sufficient. A good motivation is what is needed: 

Compassion, without dogma(tism), without complicated philosophy; just 

understanding that others are human brothers and sisters and respecting their rights 

and human dignity.” 

Faith includes waiting and watching, along with listening for the voice of our redeemer 

in our everyday activities. Waiting and watching are two of the most difficult concepts 

for human beings to integrate into life. Yet, that’s we are called to do as we listen for the 

voice of the Resurrected Jesus in the moments of each day. Not all or even a few of us 

are going to experience what Paul did on the road to Damascus, but we can open our 

eyes to those who are in need help by living lives filled with compassion.  

Peter and his friends and Paul were living in the meantime; waiting and watching for 

God’s next move. How do we that? How do we live in the moment as people of 

compassion, people of faith, and people of the Resurrection? 
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The Resurrection connects us with New Life. We are a Congregation of the Resurrection 

but how is that lived out daily? Way back when, there probably was a group of people, 

including the pastor who decided that the best name for this congregation is 

Resurrection Lutheran Church.  It would be interesting to know about their process of 

naming this church – what were the other names considered? How important the New 

Life of the Resurrection of our Lord must have been for the founding members of this 

congregation and how important it is for each of us as “People of the Resurrection” here 

today. But living as people of the Resurrection isn’t really as easy as shooting fish in a 

barrel. 

My calling as to pastoral ministry ebbed and flowed between my doubt and fear. One of 

the biggest obstacles for me to climb was learning Greek and Hebrew. I didn’t pursue 

ministry until four years after graduating from college because of my perception that I 

would fail. When I completed summer Greek, which was a crash course, 3 classes a day, 

6 days a week for 3 months – a full year in 3 months – I have never felt so relieved and 

accomplished and so called to ministry.  

From time to time the negative voices inside one’s head can get in the way of the 

possibilities of life presented to each of us daily. These “Automatic Negative Thoughts or 

ANTS seem to be part of the human condition. The negative thoughts or voices certainly 

seem more powerful than the positive ones, but that is just perception and perceptions 

can be changed with reality checking and faith.  

Both Paul and Peter experience the Resurrection in different ways and are changed. We 

who are people of the Resurrection called to be changed and filled with compassion 

because of the New Life given to us daily in the Resurrection of our Lord! Amen.  
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