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Sermon – " Holding Memories of Life” – 3-6-19 – Ash Wednesday 

Grace and Peace to you on this Ash Wednesday - Pause and Reflect… 

As ashes are applied to the forehead on this Ash Wednesday, we each hear this verse; 

Genesis 3:19 shared: "Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return." These words 

remind us that without God, we are simply dust and ashes and death is the end. But this messy 

smudge in the shape of a cross reminds us that in our fragile lives in a fragile world God is 

always present. The season of Lent calls us to turn and return to the source of abundant life. 

I remember of family of my childhood whose house burned down, it was devastating for 

them and frightening for me.  My mother cleaned out some of the clothes from all of our closets 

and boxed things up to bring to this family, following the fire.  They lived off of a country road 

near our place, we all road the same school bus together daily.  Their burned down house was at 

the end of a long drive way but after it was destroyed the moved a Mobile Home closer to the 

main road, as they contemplated what to do.  I remember bringing this family the clothes we 

boxed up, I don’t recall exactly my contribution to the clothes box but I remember my school bus 
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friend’s mom’s reaction, she welled up with tears.  They had lost everything in that horrible fire 

and my friend’s mom was so grateful for what we and other’s brought to support them in their 

time of need. 

I also remember that I became somewhat preoccupied with the thought that if a fire could 

burn down their house, my childhood home could start on fire too.  I remember thinking and 

maybe saying out loud about the things I would grab on the way out the house should there have 

been a fire.  The first thing I thought of was a box of pictures we kept in the hall closet.  One 

would think that I would want my favorite toy or clothes, but this box of pictures made sense to 

my young brain. I thought; “Toys and clothes can be replaced but the pictures hold memories of 

life.” 

We come to this Ash Wednesday evening “holding memories of life” from the past and 

from just today in our hearts - of those who have gone before us, the difficult places that may 

have “caught fire” in our lives where we may feel devastated or distraught, destroyed and filled 

with the ashes of the past or what might have been.  We hear the words of Matthew in our text 

which may sound less than comforting, yet they are a faithful reminder of what living in the 

moment with God is all about. Beginning in verse 5 of our Gospel we read; "And whenever you 

pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the 

street corners, so that they may be seen by others... 16 "And whenever you fast, do not look 

dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are 

fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward... 19 "Do not store up for yourselves 

treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but 

store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where 

thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
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When my friend’s house burned down it was traumatic – for his family and me.  I soon 

came to realize that the things I planned to “grab” if my house ever was on fire were only things.  

Even the memories that were held in the box of pictures were just memories and the important 

thing was to safely get out of the house with my family.  The treasure is what is held in one’s 

heart.  When things of this world are destroyed the only that isn’t destroyed are those memories, 

treasures of the heart. 

Out of the ashes of my friend’s destroyed house new life was born.  They built a new 

house, closer to the road and they began to make new memories.  My traumatic response to their 

situation helped me at a young age realize what was and is really important, what I “treasure in 

my heart” which can never be taken away. 

On this Ash Wednesday we receive the cross of ash on our forehead to remind us that 

God works through the ashes of life, loving, dying on the cross and redeeming the world filled 

with ash, but out of the ashes of life God does great and amazing things – Amen! 
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