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Sermon – God’s Developing Story - 4-28-2019  

Pause and reflect…Listen – smell – see the peace or “Shalom” of God all around 

us this morning…Amen 

Here we go again – a news bulletin popped up on my computer screen yesterday 

afternoon that read as follows: “A man was detained Saturday afternoon by police in 

Poway, California, after a shooting at a synagogue that left at least one person dead and 

four injured.  

The San Diego County Sheriff's Department confirmed the incident. Poway 

Mayor Steve Vaus told MSNBC: "We have four folks with gunshot wounds. We do have 

one fatality." Among the injured, he said, is the rabbi who was leading the congregation 

who was shot in the hand. "I can also tell you it was a hate crime, and that will not 

stand," Vaus also said; “the community will come together.” 
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This shooting occurred on the last day of Passover at the Chabad of Poway 

synagogue. Sgt. Aaron Meleen of San Diego County Sheriff's Department told reporters 

the shooter came into the temple but was not there when officers arrived. He said the 

shooter was detained down the street away from the synagogue. People are in "varying 

states of injuries," he said, adding that it was an "extremely chaotic scene, with people 

running everywhere. The news report ended stating; “This is a developing story...” 

The “Developing Story” of the Resurrection continues in our Gospel today when 

Jesus appears to his disciples and says, “Peace be with you.”  As you may have read in 

my digest article this week; the Hebrew word for peace is “Shalom.”  The word “Shalom” 

is a broad and more comprehensive word for peace, which we usually think of as a lack 

of war or strife.  “Shalom” is a word in its broadest sense which includes peace, 

harmony, wholeness, completeness, prosperity, welfare and tranquility. It can be used 

either as greeting or a way of saying goodbye. When the word Shalom is used as a 

greeting or farewell one is literally saying, “may you be full of well-being” or, “may 

health and prosperity be upon you.”  

Our “developing story” for this Second Sunday of Easter – the Resurrection of 

our Lord begins with Peace or Shalom.  Jesus comes as he has promised to comfort his 

confused, bewildered and frightened disciples and speaks words of “Peace” or “Shalom.” 

His appearance was probably anything but “peaceful,” yet “Shalom” is Jesus hope and 

desire for the disciples.  In their fear, their anxiety and their grief they forgot about the 

promises he made to be with them.   

When difficult situations happen, and horrific events occur like the shooting at 

the Synagogue yesterday in Poway often our “developing story” is to forget the promises 
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of “Peace and Shalom” made to us by God.  As followers of the risen Christ we are called 

to be “Shalom” to people experiencing tragedies in life.  The senseless shootings which 

happen in other places, or right in our own back yard can challenge one’s core beliefs in 

God and humanity.  

The peace, the Shalom that Jesus is speaking of and giving to his disciples is also 

being shared with us today.  As stated, Peace is something often thought of as a lack of 

war or conflict, but Shalom speaks of not only peace but the wholeness of God given to 

us by grace.  Our completeness is not just related to the things required for a whole and 

complete life but how we live out the Shalom or the completeness of God with our 

friends and neighbors.  I don’t know about you, but I was completely taken aback and 

shocked by this shooting at the synagogue in Poway yesterday.  I think it was more 

impacting than the previous shootings which have occurred elsewhere because it is in 

our own back yard.   

How and why do these shootings continue?  Is it because God doesn’t care or are, 

we as human beings becoming numb to the need for safe gun laws and a lack of 

tolerance in accepting people and cultures who are different than we think we are? Fear 

holds people back; it also causes people to act irrationally.  This shooting is considered a 

hate crime and how could it not be?  A young man, with possible psychosis, targeted 

Chabad of Poway Synagogue on the last day of Passover because of insecurity and fear of 

people with different beliefs.  The sad part of hate crimes is they often represent 

society’s fear and insecurity. 

We have a “developing story” in our country right now with our president and 

those who would like to take his place.  At last count there are 20 Democratic candidates 
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and 1 possible Republican candidate running for the office of president.  With political 

campaigns comes animosity and a rhetoric which seems mostly attacking of the other’s 

professional and personal beliefs.  One most noticeable candidate which seems to be 

garnering a lot of attention is a very articulate man, talented and wise beyond his years, 

who goes by the title “Mayor Pete.”   

“Mayor Pete” triggers many insecurities of those running for office and as well as 

the insecurity and unrealistic fears of others - not because he is a Rhodes Scholar, or 

speaks seven or so languages, does American Sign language, plays concert piano, is a 

devote Episcopalian, a veteran of Afghanistan and the second term mayor of South 

Bend, Ind, all by the age of 37.  “Mayor Pete” also got married during his term as mayor 

and shared a kiss on stage with his husband upon announcing his candidacy for 

president.  Mayor Pete does not believe that his sexual orientation conflicts with his 

faith or his capabilities for being president, but many others do. 

The developing story in our gospel today includes another man best known by the 

name; “Doubting Thomas.”  Thomas is well known for questioning the words of the 

other disciples about the appearance of Jesus following his death and resurrection.  

“Doubting Thomas” says;” Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my 

finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe."  Of all the 

disciples Doubting Thomas is the one which seems to be easiest to remember because of 

his title as well as his statement of belief.  Mayor Pete is also known by his title because 

his last name is difficult for many to say, and also for his statement of faith, along with 

his sexual orientation –which makes many people uncomfortable. 
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Our developing story as people of the Resurrection, Easter people is; “God so 

loves the whole world” not just the people with whom we are familiar or believe as we 

do or look like us, but for some reason, we find easy to hate.  Our developing story is that 

even people who seem, different, are of other traditions and faiths and even those who 

claim no belief in God, are our brothers and sisters in Christ who need to be respected.   

Easter reminds, or calls us to the promise of “Shalom” or peace of God that is 

with us even when we doubt or forget this promise. Jesus speaks to the disciples with 

empathy and completeness, fullness, and hope even and especially when these words 

are hard to grasp.  In the difficulties of life, we have a promise of “Shalom” with God 

who knows our joys and struggles and is present in the midst of all of life’s situations, 

this is our developing story of Easter.  Amen. 
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