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Sermon – Expect the Unexpected – Easter - 4-21-2019  

Pause and reflect…Listen – smell – see the majesty of God all around us this 

Easter Morning – the Resurrection of our Lord…Amen 

How many of you are morning people? How many of you aren’t? For those of you 

who aren’t I commend you for being here this morning – I also commend the morning 

people for being here too.  How many are here for the first time?  Wow – it’s great to see 

you all here this morning!  All of you have come here this morning expecting something.  

Maybe coming to the beach was a better option than getting dressed up and sitting in a 

pew in a church building.  Maybe some of you are here because someone strongly 

suggested that you attend and didn’t really have a choice in the matter.  For whatever 

reason you are here this morning and expect something.  

Sometimes life is about expecting the unexpected, which is what we hear in the 

Gospel reading today.  “They, the women came to the tomb, taking the spices that they 

had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they 

went in, they did not find the body. They were perplexed (because they were expecting 
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to anoint Jesus body).”  The word perplexed certainly doesn’t seem to capture the 

feelings and emotions these women experienced.  Then they go from perplexed to 

terrified in the blink of an eye because they experienced the unexpected, even though 

they are reminded of Jesus words. Do you expect the unexpected? That’s sort of a silly 

question, how do we expect something that may or may not happen? 

Expecting the Unexpected is what Mira Zaslove, wrote in her article for Quora 

Digest entitled; “Why do the police ask, "Do you know why I pulled you 

over?"  She writes: “But just a few months ago I heard those dreaded words.  It was a 

beautiful sunny day, I was blaring tunes, and zipping down the highway.  Normally I 

hate driving, but I was enjoying the road.  And when I heard the sirens, I hoped they 

weren't for me.  But they were.  I reluctantly pulled over and when the cop (sic) came 

to my window, he asked, "Do you know why I pulled you over?" 

Like Jim Carrey in his movie ‘Liar, Liar’, without even thinking, I blurted out, 

"Yes, I was speeding."  As I was giving him my license and registration, he then asked; 

"how fast were you going?" 

Sure, that I was going to get a ticket, and that he already knew, I told him.  He 

walked back to his car, and I immediately began to worry.   Should I have admitted to 

speeding?  What if he didn't know how fast I was going after all? 

Then, something surprising happened.  He came back, and just gave me a 

warning.  I was really shocked, because he had been very stern and serious. 

Before he walked away, he told me that he rarely ever lets people off with a 

warning.  I thanked him, and he told me that he made an exception because I so 
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quickly told him the truth when he asked why I was pulled over…In this case, honesty 

was the best policy; it saved me a couple hundred bucks.” (Updated Aug 12 2014) 

Expecting the unexpected is a theme in the Jim Carey Movie “Liar, Liar” which 

was referenced in our story.  The plot line of this movie centers around a conniving 

attorney; Fletcher Reede (Jim Carrey) who is an ace in the courtroom, but his 

dishonesty and devotion to work seem to ruin his relationships. His wife has left him, 

and Fletcher often breaks the commitments he makes with his son, Max.  When Max 

makes a wish that his dad would stop lying for 24 hours, Fletcher suddenly finds that he 

can only tell the truth. So, on the day of a court case he is forced to tell the truth even if 

that meant that he would lose his case and probably his job. 

The disciples of Jesus were skeptical about the news that the women came to tell 

them, thinking that they were telling “an idle tale” that was hard to believe.  Expecting 

the unexpected is what this Easter Gospel seems to be about.  The women are reminded 

about the words of Jesus and they too remind the others of the promise Jesus made 

before his death on the cross, but no one seems to expect it to happen.  Expecting the 

unexpected also seems to be a statement of faith today, reminding us that the ways of 

God are not always our ways.  Terrified the women went to tell the others but they also 

seem to be filled with excitement and joy! 

The unexpected happened this week when the Cathedral of Notre Dame became 

engulfed with fire.  This 850-year-old building located in the center of Paris was thought 

to be indestructible. It was so unexpected and unbelievable even days later. Thankfully 

no one perished in the fire, but it certainly seemed hard to believe. 
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The words that the women shared with the early disciples were certainly difficult 

to believe.  The first Easter – the Resurrection of our Lord - caught everyone by surprise, 

even the women, except they were more terrified than surprised.  What does the 

Resurrection of our Lord mean for you as a follower and believer in the risen Christ? 

What did you come here expecting and what difference will it make when you leave? Is 

there a need for Resurrection in your life? Where in your life do you need the NEW life 

of the Resurrected Savior? Are you perplexed, terrified or afraid, feeling lost in the 

confusion of life, looking for purpose and meaning? How can the Resurrection story be 

your story of NEW life on this Easter day? 

Some might ask if this 2000-year-old writing has any relevance to a 21st century 

audience.  Maybe it is just uncomfortable or just another religious fable.  I suppose the 

relevance is what you make of it.  When one perceives something as negative or 

uncomfortable – hard to believe it is often cut out and discarded – or the word for the 

week seems to be redacted.   

People have redacted Scripture beginning in the 4th century until now, especially 

when one doesn’t like what is being read and it isn’t what is expected.  Holy Scripture is 

about God’s relationship with creation and all of humanity and our relationship with 

God and each other. 

Were you expecting to see something spectacular here today, beyond the 

wonderful music, litany and message?  Maybe you thought that Jesus would come 

walking down the beach to meet us after walking on water.  God comes to us in the 

unexpected, even when we think we are prepared through scripture, sometimes we 

realize it and sometimes we don’t.  God also comes to meet us through each other as we 
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share our faith stories just like the women went and share their story with the disciples. 

Our Bible is a book of faith, where we hear and experience God bowing down to meet us 

in Jesus Christ, in expected and unexpected ways. That’s a promise for all of us 21st 

century disciples! Amen! 

The Rev. Dr. Brian K. Oltman  

Resurrection Lutheran Church - 1111 Fifth Street - Coronado, CA - www.rl.church  

http://www.rl.church/

