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Sermon – "I Believe" – 1-27-19 - Luke 4-14-21 

Grace and Peace on this Third Sunday after the Epiphany – Today is the Holocaust 

Memorial (Remembrance) Day.  Today we pause and remember the millions of people who were 

murdered in the Holocaust under Nazi Persecution. Today we also listen to a song based on an 

inscription on the wall of a cellar in Cologne where a number of Jews hid themselves from 

persecution.  The song is; “I BELIEVE” written by Mark Miller, who is Associate Professor of 

Church Music and Composer in Residence at Drew University in Madison NJ.  As we listen to 

this song being performed by the New Haven Collective we pause and reflect on the lyrics: “I 

believe in the sun even when it’s not shining. I believe in love even when I don’t feel it. I believe 

in God even when God is silent.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=stvDDb_FZUA&list=PLIb9iB8zDlZkgvL0l5gaH2W

iVAXtrYtHm   

Holocaust Memorial Day is time to remember those killed and reflect on the 

circumstances that led to so many deaths in those genocides. In our Gospel reading Jesus enters 

the temple where he grew up and stands to read from the prophet Isaiah; “He unrolled the scroll 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=stvDDb_FZUA&list=PLIb9iB8zDlZkgvL0l5gaH2WiVAXtrYtHm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=stvDDb_FZUA&list=PLIb9iB8zDlZkgvL0l5gaH2WiVAXtrYtHm
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and found the place where it was written: 18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 

anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19 to proclaim the year of the 

Lord's favor.’ 20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The 

eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them, "Today this 

scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 

Even today this scripture is being fulfilled in our hearing.  Jesus bold statement in this 

text was met with expectation. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Jesus and what he 

had to say.  Jesus gives to them one of the shortest most meaningful sermons probably ever 

delivered; “Today this scripture reading from Isaiah has been is being fulfilled in your hearing 

and in presence.”  When the New Haven Collective so beautifully sang the hymn based on the 

words written – inscribed on the cellar wall in Cologne, Germany they are reminding us all to 

Never Forget something so destructive and devastating for all of humankind.  During the 

Holocaust - between 1941 and 1945 - six million Jewish men, women and children were killed. 

The lyrics of the song just heard remind us of the source of all life and love and faith; “I believe 

in the sun even when it’s not shining. I believe in love even when I don’t feel it. I believe in God 

even when God is silent.” 

Jesus words speak loudly to us as the “Body of Christ” to never forget the atrocities 

which human beings inflict on each other, sometimes in the name of Jesus, in the mistaken 

understanding of truth.  Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s love and grace but that doesn’t mean 

that humanity always lives out this fulfillment.  The redeeming power and love of God continues 

to be shown to us even during the darkness of this life.  Those who were hiding in that cellar in 

Cologne, Germany and anywhere were the shadow of death is found “take to HEART these 
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words of grace and LIFE.  As the Body of Christ in this world we are told to live as redeemed 

people sharing the light of the sun in dark places, loving others when they don’t feel loved and 

proclaiming the Word of God even when it seems God is silent. 

Today and every day the words of Jesus in his short but sweet sermon, ring true, 

connecting the old and new in the fulfillment of God’s love through Jesus Christ.  Even today the 

words written in the book of Isaiah which Jesus read are fulfilled in our hearing and our being. In 

confirmation class, Nicholas and I are currently discussing the meaning of baptism and what it 

means to live in a covenant God makes with us through baptism.  As members of the Body of 

Christ we are to live out the words Jesus read from Isaiah daily because of the claim that is made 

on us through the power of God’s love in baptism. We are anointed to bring good news to the 

poor and to proclaim release to the captives, the asylum seekers and immigrants. We are called to 

see more clearly with without “blinders” which cloud our vision to difficulties in this world. 

Finally we are called to set free those who are oppressed and make sure that nothing like the 

Holocaust ever happens again. We are to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor daily - to profess 

and live as those anointed by baptism into the Body of Christ. 

In our second reading Paul is writing to the Body of Christ in Corinth, reminding them of 

the fulfillment of God’s word in Jesus Christ.  He is also addressing the struggles they are having 

living as the Body of Christ joined together by the Holy Spirit. 1 Corinthians 12:27-31; “Now 

you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the 

church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, 

forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all 

prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all 

speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But strive for the greater gifts. 
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Striving for the greater good of who we are individually and as a community is what we 

are to be about as the Body of Christ.  All are equal, yet there are varieties of gifts for the 

building up of this Body of Christ.  If you had a chance to read my article in the digest, I 

basically talked about the importance of “EARLOBES,” which don’t really seem to have a 

purpose.  They don’t seem as important as eyes or hands or feet, but they are part of the body.  

Maybe sometimes you feel like an “Earlobe” just hanging out wondering what your purpose or 

function is in the Body of Christ?  Maybe what others might see as your gifts and abilities you 

devalue and discount.  Maybe you think that others seem to be “managing” the Body of Christ 

quite well and you feel like an “Earlobe” without a purpose.   

The earlobes purpose seems to be to keep the ear and the head warmer because of the 

amount of blood flowing through earlobes.  Each of us is gifted by the Holy Spirit that runs 

through us with purpose meaning. The Body of Christ in this place has changed recently with the 

deaths of some very beloved people, but the Spirit still moves through us to be Christ to the 

world.  So, with me can you repeat after me the words sung earlier “I believe:” “I believe in the 

sun even when it’s not shining.// I believe in love even when I don’t feel it. // I believe in God 

even when God is silent.” Amen. 
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