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Sermon – "Holy Controversy” – 2-3-19 - Luke 4:21-30 

Grace and Peace on this Fourth Sunday after Epiphany – Pause and Reflect… 

Forrest Gump's mama said, "Life is like a box of chocolates. You never know what you’re 

gonna get."  Some say "Life is like football – you never know how the game is going to end until 

the last buzzer buzzes.”  I hear there is a football game this afternoon, or some expensive 

commercials laced with football.  Today’s football game is not without a variety of 

controversies.  One of the greatest difficulties was finding entertainment for the Half-time show. 

Many of those asked to perform wouldn’t because of their support for Colin Kaepernick and his 

radical stance of “taking a knee” to protest racial inequality and police brutality in the African 

American community.  Those rejecting the invitations to perform did so mainly because Mr. 

Kaepernick is not currently playing on a team.   

Mr. Kaepernick’s powerful statement doesn’t require words at all; it is rooted in an 

African American Christian tradition built on nonviolent resistance.  Some say that his “take a 

knee” approach to his protest racial inequality is in some way, sacrilegious because he is not 

respecting the “American Flag” by kneeling.  One of the most interesting things about Mr. 

Kaepernick is his faith, which holds kneeling as a sign of respect.  He was baptized Methodist, 
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confirmed Lutheran and attended a Baptist church during his college years.  In an interview he 

stated; “I think God guides me through every day and helps me take the right steps and has 

helped me to get to where I’m at. When I step on the field, I always say a prayer, say I am 

thankful to be able to wake up that morning and go out there and try to glorify the Lord with 

what I do on the field,” (the Reno, Nev., Sparks Tribune.) 

Angela Denker writes in the Washington Post, (dated September 24, 2017); “There are 

plenty of reasons to dislike Colin Kaepernick, if you want to do so. Maybe it’s his hair. It refuses 

to conform, be tamed. Maybe it’s his background: half-black, half-white. Born to a poor mother 

and an absent father.  Placed for adoption in a white family. Maybe it’s his accolades. A 4.0 

GPA in high school. All-State selection in football, basketball and baseball. Turned down 

scholarship offers — and (turned down) being a Major League Baseball draft pick — all because 

he’d rather play football.”     

Ms. Denker’s thoughts are that Mr. Kaepernick represents a symbol of something for 

those who dislike him or his actions.  She continues; “The contempt directed toward Mr. 

Kaepernick, by football and non-football fans and even by NFL executives, comes as much from 

fear as it does from genuine dislike. If Kaepernick really was a harmless, ill-informed, “crazy 

person” no one, especially the football executives would (sic) care.”  She continued; “Take a 

closer look at Colin Kaepernick. (It) Doesn’t matter if you like him. What is he saying to you? 

Football season has begun, but Kaepernick isn’t even on the bench. No team has signed him. 

Why? His stats don’t make it clear. Kaepernick threw for more than 2,000 yards in just 12 games 

last season, but there’s a list of 20 free agent quarterbacks signed ahead of him. This isn’t about 

stats. This is about Kaepernick refusing to play (conform to) his role. Stay in his lane.”  
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Last week Jesus entered his home town synagogue and all were amazed at what he had to 

say.  But….Forrest Gump's mama was right, "Life is like a box of chocolates. You never know 

what you’re gonna get." The very same people go from admiration to disdain as quickly as the 

running back carries the ball down the field.  No doubt, those listening to Jesus are supported in 

their disdain when they hear him quote the proverb; "Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in 

the prophet's hometown.”  Jesus is saying he is a prophet - WOW?  Jesus was causing trouble 

not just by his actions but through his words.  Jesus is met with rejection for claiming something 

many thought was sacrilegious and heresy.  

Those hearing Jesus speak in the synagogue were astonished and angry with the very 

presence of Jesus.  What he represented was a change in understanding the Manifestation – 

Epiphany of God in this world.  They wanted him gone, so they sought to throw him off of a 

cliff but he turned and walked right through their anger and disdain.  Maybe you want Colin 

Kaepernick to go away, or at least to stand up and salute the flag, because he is such a distraction 

to the “Holy” game of football.  It is difficult to tolerate being disrupted when we want to 

pretend that everything is okay, by saying he is unpatriotic or sacrilegious in “taking a knee” 

during the National Anthem.  He is someone who doesn’t look or act like a “normal” football 

player and has caused quite a commotion in this country where football is seen as religious 

experience.  His action of “taking a knee” has certainly been misconstrued and misinterpreted, 

and said to be something it is not. 

Jesus is literally making a statement that those in his home town could not bear to hear.  

Jesus proclamation was considered hearsay and controversial at the time. Colin Kaepernick has 

jeopardized his career because of a belief or stance in which he has held firm. // Has something 

like this ever happened to you, where your understanding or beliefs created controversy in your 
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family and/or friends?  If you have experienced something of such intensity, causing your core 

beliefs to be shaken and your relationships to change or end, how have you weathered it?  Was 

your belief or understanding worth the potential loss of relationships or a vocation or even your 

life?    

So, what is the “Good News” in today’s Gospel? It might be difficult to see, because 

most of us don’t like controversy and avoid conflict at all costs.  Jesus does what he does so well 

in today’s Gospel; he shakes up the status quo and challenges people’s core beliefs.  Maybe the 

“Good News” is about helping people to clarify their core beliefs, realizing that just because an 

idea is new and different, it doesn’t mean it is bad, uncomfortable yes, but not bad.  Could the 

“Good News” of today’s Gospel reading be that Jesus came into this world to make those 

listening uncomfortable?  Of course NOT – well maybe.  I have heard and read on social media 

that this country wasn’t racist before President Obama became president – Really?  Or maybe his 

PRESENCE as this country’s first African American – Biracial President brought all the inner 

conflict and turmoil to the surface.  When one says they aren’t racist or sexist or homophobic but 

then say or do things to the contrary, their inner conflict starts showing. 

Jesus challenged the status quo during his ministry on earth and this status quo continues 

to be challenged today even during football games, elections and the little uncomfortable things 

of daily life.  If one would rather look at the “warm and fuzzy” side of Jesus, the focus of his 

mission would be lost. Yes Jesus came to do amazing things; heal the sick and give sight to the 

blind, but those things all by themselves are controversial.  When we confess or profess our 

belief in Jesus as Son or God, one member of the Trinity - we are being controversial. Jesus 

came to make all things New even if that is uncomfortable – Each and EVERYDAY – this is the 

Good News!  Amen! 
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