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Sermon – "NO Bait & Switch” – 2-10-19 - Luke 5:1-11 

Grace and Peace on this Fifth Sunday after Epiphany – Pause and Reflect… 

Having grown up in the land of 10,000 lakes I have heard many fishing stories, mostly 

about the big one that got away.  Our Gospel reading today seems to invite us to consider one the 

fishing stories in Scripture. I came across two “Fishing Stories” which fit the theme of the day: 

“Two men were going on a fishing trip so they rent all the equipment: the reels, the rods, the 

wading suits, the rowboat, the car, and even a cabin in the woods. They spent a fortune.  The first 

day they go fishing and don't catch a thing. The same thing happens on the second day and again 

on the third day. It goes on like this until finally, on the last day of their vacation, one of the men 

finally catches a fish. 

As they drove home, they are both kind of disheartened.  One turns to the other and says, 

"Do you realize that this one lousy fish we caught cost us $1,500?" - "Wow!" says the other, "It's 

a good thing we didn't catch anymore!" (rim shot)  
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Here’s another fishing story which one can relate to best if you have heard of the great 

sport of “Ice Fishing.”  On a cold winter day an older man walked out onto a frozen lake, cut a 

hole in the ice, dropped in his fishing line, and waited patiently for a bite.  He was there for 

almost an hour, without even a nibble, when a young boy walked out onto the ice, and cut a hole 

in the ice next to him. The boy dropped his fishing line and minutes later he hooked a 

largemouth bass. The man could not believe his eyes but chalked it up to plain luck. 

Shortly thereafter, the young boy pulled in another large catch. He kept catching fish after 

fish. Finally, the older man could take it no longer and said; "Son, I have been here for over an 

hour without even a nibble. You have been here only a few minutes and have caught a half dozen 

fish! How do you do it?" 

The boy responded, "Roo raf roo reep ra rums rarrm." "What was that?" the older man 

asked. Again the boy responded, "Roo raf roo reep ra rums rarrm."  "Look," said the man, "I 

can't understand a word you're saying." The boy leaned over, brought his hand to his mouth and 

spit out a mess of bait. He said again, "You have to keep the worms warm!"  

Our Gospel today shares a story about fishing in an unexpected way; After Jesus finished 

his “Bible Study” with the crowds he said to Simon, (whose boat he used for speaking to the 

crowd), "Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch." 5 Simon answered, 

"Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let 

down the nets.”  After doing as Jesus commanded, “they caught so many fish that their nets were 

beginning to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. 

And they came and filled both boats…”   
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Simon Peter seems humbled by this “fishing experience” and falls down at Jesus feet 

proclaiming; "Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!"   Maybe it surprises you that 

Simon Peter had this reaction, maybe you’d think that he would jump for joy and hug Jesus as if 

he had won the “final Show Case” on the TV show; “The Price is Right.”  Yet Peter and “all 

who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken…”  Then Jesus said to 

Simon, "Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people."  The phrase “catching 

people” caught my attention.  Why does the Gospel writer of Luke use this phrase when in 

Matthew and Mark the phrase is, “fishing for people?”  Luke uses catch or “to catch,” which 

describes discipleship differently.   Commentator Ron Allen writes; “to catch” or (catch) 

“implies a one-way action, and a violent one at that.” This can be a difficult to understand or is 

it?   

Are we to use some sort of “bait” to accomplish the mission of Jesus described in the 

Gospel of Luke?  What does it mean in our current day situations to “catch people” for Jesus? 

“Baiting” people seems conniving and doing whatever it takes to “get” people to walk in the 

doors of a church.”  It has been shown that people attend worship/church because of the 

invitation of another.  According to churchgrowth.org; 2% of those surveyed said they attended a 

church because of advertising, 6% because a pastor’s invitation, 6% from organized visitation 

programs and 86% because of the invitation of a friend. // “Catching” people for the Lord, 

sounds different than this, it sounds like “banging” people over the head with a Bible or 

“nabbing” people off the street in order to save their souls. I wouldn’t recommend this for 

“Bring A Friend” Sunday next week.   

The Gospel writer of Luke uses the term “catching” for a reason which is different that 

Matthew and Mark.  The Gospel of Luke was written to the early church that expected the 
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second coming of Jesus to happen in their lifetime, but because this didn’t happen they needed a 

mission or a purpose to hold onto.  Commentator Ron Allen writes; “Luke uses the figures of the 

apostles to represent the continuation of Jesus’ authority in the church in the delay. Jesus 

directly calls the first four apostles in Luke 5:1-11. This call authenticates the twelve as 

authorities for the church in Acts and, consequently, for the church in Luke’s later day.”  Allen 

continues to discuss how “Mission and Authority” are important themes in the Gospel of Luke; 

“Authority: who should the community believe? Mission: what should the community do in its 

context?”  

These questions were important to Luke’s congregation because of the competing claims 

and tensions between traditional Judaism and the NEW understanding of the Risen Christ as 

Savior and King.  Then there was the political tension between the Roman Empire the early 

Church itself, in a very similar way to any discussions about the separation of Church and State. 

So, back to the concept of “catching” people in Jesus name; what does that mean for you 

and your own personal mission as a disciple of Christ?  The next slide in our “inner” power point 

presentation of “catching” people for the Lord has to do with the mission of the Church.  With 

regard to fishing, if one type of bait doesn’t work then one uses another or even maybe another.  

Is that what the mission of the church, this congregation, each of us individual is about?  Then 

there is the “bait & switch” ploy of promising one thing and upselling 

another. “Bait and switch” scams are built on half-truths, which encourage 

people to buy up to something better.  They are considered the “hook” of 

getting people in the door to show them a better option. 
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To “Bait and Switch” in our mission as a church or even individually would be trying to 

sell something we are not or falsely promising something the Church or even God will provide. 

This amazing congregation has a long wonderful history, but because the Body of Christ is the 

people gathered, we know things change and have to change with the situation.  If we were going 

to go out and distribute brochures from 1970, claiming that this is our present day church, we 

would be lying about who we are and the changes this congregation has experienced. //Yet, in 

the midst of all the changes experienced one thing doesn’t change; God is our Authority.  Our 

Mission then evolves and changes with the situations of the moment. The only “Bait” we have 

is the Grace of God that catches people through love and compassion.  Keeping one’s “bait 

warm” means; reaching beyond oneself to others who seem different or unfamiliar with the 

warm and embracing love of God.  There is no Bait and Switch with the Grace of God!  

Amen 
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