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Sermon: “Every Day Mangers” - 12-24-18 - Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 

Pause and Reflect on the God who comes into our lives as light and life… 

In the 1940s, a young boy attempts to convince his parents, his teacher and Santa that a 

Red Ryder BB gun really is the perfect Christmas gift – this well-known favorite will be playing 

in many homes tomorrow as a Christmas tradition. What is the name of this movie?  That’s right 

“A Christmas Story” one of the most well-known movies of all time.  

“A Christmas Story” is based on an Adult Ralphie Parker reminiscing about one 

particular Christmas when he was nine years old.  The only thing Ralphie wanted that Christmas 

was a Red Ryder Carbine Action 200-shot Range Model air rifle. His Christmas wish was met 

with a warning: "You'll shoot your eye out." 

So what is your Christmas story this year? I’m not really talking about your family 

traditions, the gifts you exchange, the food you eat, or even the way you celebrate Christmas.   

I’m asking about your Christmas story, often we leave ourselves out of the Christmas story.  We 
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think of Mary, Joseph, Jesus, angels, shepherds, wise men and even the star shining brightly 

above but humanity was the reason for the first Christmas story – you and me. 

When we get lost in the details of life we forget the reason for Jesus birth, making 

Christmas just another event or celebration. We might as well sing Happy Birthday instead of “O 

Come All Ye Faithful.” Limiting the Christmas story to a historical event limits one’s 

understanding of God and God’s activity in that first manger at Bethlehem. It also limits God’s 

continuing presence in our world.  Jesus birth is not defined by, or contained in past, the First 

Manger in Bethlehem. God is born into the humanness of life through Christ so he might 

experience our humanness. 

So, what does your Christmas Story hold this year?  Does the manger of your life hold; 

hope, fear, joy, or sorrow? Maybe grief and loss lie in the manger of your life at the moment.  

Maybe it’s thanksgiving and abundance. Maybe its emptiness or a lack of meaning, or darkness, 

that lie in your manger. Does your manger hold guilt, or resentments, or even regrets? Maybe 

your current day manger is hurting, filled with more concerns than joy.  Maybe it is a mixed bag.  

No matter what the circumstances are for you tonight, it is at this “manger of life” that you will 

find the Christ child. 

I have been watching for other Christmas stories being acted out during this season of 

preparation.  One Christmas Story this year came through one of the “Secret Santa’s” that 

decided to reward people’s kindness. This Christmas story is about a “Secret Santa” who 

engaged a homeless man in Atlanta, GA to help discover the Christmas Spirit in a very 

interesting way.   
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This “Secret Santa” gave a homeless man $3000 dollars in one hundred dollar bills and 

told him to anyone who acknowledged him a $100 dollars. It sounds like a simple and an easy 

way to get a $100, but sadly it wasn’t.  Most people as you might expect walked right by this 

man, in their “uncomfortableness” avoiding any interaction with him.  Yet, there were some who 

did respond to the greetings and “Merry Christmases” of this homeless disheveled man on the 

streets of Atlanta. These interactions were profitable to those who stopped and engaged this man. 

It was also discovered that those who stopped and interacted with this man were those who 

themselves were having their own difficulties in life, financial, emotional or residential.  

The Mangers of life and the Manger of Christ at Bethlehem are not separate. They both 

describe the same thing; “life and joy given to the world in an unexpected way.”  Christ was not 

JUST born long ago in a land far away but he continues to be born in circumstances of our lives, 

through each person we encounter.  From that first manger we are given new life, new hope, and 

new possibilities. 

In that First Christmas Story, “the shepherds went to see this thing that had taken place 

and they found “the child lying in the manger” but they really had no idea how much that 

manger held and what it holds for us today.  It holds the peace of Jesus, who calms the storms of 

life; who feeds the hungry and clothes the naked; giving new eyes to those who cannot see the 

grace of God; helping us when we are lame to walk through new situations; giving never ending 

“living water” of Grace for all to drink; sharing freedom and new life for a distraught and broken 

world.   

The first manger held a Child wrapped in the Grace of God for the sake of the whole 

world.  This manger and our personal mangers are where our living God meets us and engages 
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us. It’s a “feeding trough” for New Life which sustains us in our times of trial. So when you 

think of that first Christmas Story and the manager at Bethlehem think of your own “mangers”, 

your “feeding troughs” where you are nourished by the Grace of God to be Christ to the world. 

This has been a difficult year for our country and for many who have lost loved ones 

through death.  It has also been difficult for those who have been separated from families and 

children because of the fear of persecution and death.  Shortly after Mary has given birth, she 

and Joseph had to flee with Jesus because of a threat made by a paranoid King who was seeking 

to kill the first born male children born at that time.  The unrealistic fear of the ruler was that 

there had been a “New King” born to take the Kings place, yet Jesus Kingdom or Reign was not 

of this world.  This threat made Mary, Joseph and Jesus “Holy” refugees seeking asylum from 

the tyranny of the time, familiar to this time.   

So again, what is your Christmas Story?  Is it filled with the anticipation of getting that 

“Red Ryder BB gun” or other “Earthly distractions” that might “shoot your eye out?”  Or is your 

story about the first manger and the message of hope, salvation and light that is born in this day 

and every day in our “Mangers” of life?    

The First Christmas story was just the beginning and we share our continuing Christmas 

Stories EACH Day with others through our faith shown in word and deed.  May the light of 

Christ shine from the First Manger into your current day mangers, so you may shine in the 

world.  May you be blessed this Christmas season by the Child that is born in us today!  Amen.  
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