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Sermon: “Reign of Christ” – 11-25-18 - John 18:33-37 

Grace and Peace on this Christ the King or “Reign of Christ” Sunday 

As is often the case at the end of the year one pauses to reflect on the meaningful 

moments experienced - one minute between each reading to Pause & Reflect. 

In this day when the concept of “fake news” and “alternatives facts” are used  to 

distort and distract from accurate information, it is so refreshing to hear Jesus solemnly 

proclaim that he came into the world to testify to the truth. The basic truth is that God is 

love and loves the world God created so much that the Holy Son of God was sent to 

dwell in it, experience it, and experience the pain and joy we do.  One question to ponder 

then is this; “How important is truth for you?, and to what extent are you committed to 

seeking it and living in it?” We pause and reflect on the “Truth” that comes and reigns 

through Christ by the love of God. 

Pause & Reflect (1 minute timer) 

There is always some level of ambiguity when talking about Jesus as king. Most 

of this is related to the fact that there are varying attitudes to kings throughout history and 

in different cultures. But the greatest ambiguity is discussed in today's reading.  Jesus 

corrects Pilate's understanding  when he says: "My kingdom is not from this world" or 

"does not belong to this world".  Christians have and still celebrate the “reign of Christ” 

in a (worldly) triumphalist manner that does not match with Jesus' self-understanding. 
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How do you understand strength, power, authority and glory through your lens of faith in 

Christ? 

Pause & Reflect (1 minute timer) 

Even though Jesus response to Pilate was; “My kingdom is not from this world,” 

we hear Jesus’ words and see especially from his actions that it’s obvious that he does not 

mean that his kingdom is totally other-worldly, having nothing to do with matters of this 

world.  It would seem that Jesus means that it is not built on “power-seeking” and on 

violence at all costs, like most “kingdoms” of this world.  Jesus seems to be referring to 

other concepts such as love, compassion, mercy, kindness, and universal solidarity.  

Consider how the faith you profess in Jesus influences the decisions you make in this 

“real” world of life. 

Pause & Reflect (1 minute timer) 

The New Testament is full of stories about events which seem turned around, 

backward, upside down, even ironic.  This is the narrative we have in our Gospel today 

where Jesus is standing before Pilate.  Why do you think that it is important to read this 

passion narrative on “Christ the King Sunday or the Reign of Christ Sunday” on this 

LAST Sunday of the CHURCH year? Does it help us to grasp what the “truth” of Christ 

really means especially when you think of Jesus as both King and Suffering Servant? 

Pause & Reflect (1 minute timer) 

Pontius Pilate has gone down in history as the man who put Jesus to death. Yet 

Pilate did not find Jesus guilty but sent Him to Herod for judgment.  Jesus says "… For 

this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who 

belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”  In the middle of all the noise and distractions of 

this world we find it hard to hear Jesus voice, especially as “Christmas” begins.  We ask 

and pray that our ears may listen, hear and take account of God’s word in our world. 

Pause & Reflect (1 minute timer) 
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As Jesus responded to Pilate’s question with a question; "Do you ask this on your 

own, or did others tell you about me?"  We consider the same question; “Do you ask this 

on your own?”  Each of us are challenged in our own piety, religiosity and faith.  Does it 

spring from within, or is it a “second-hand faith” dependent on others for assurance and 

insight? There may be a both/and component here because faith is a share experienced 

which is personalized. We pray for INSIGHT, belonging and the ability to listen to the 

voice God in each person we meet, each situation encountered and each scripture verse 

read.    

Pause & Reflect (1 minute timer) 

The red carpet that Jesus walked as king is the tattered flooring in a poor house, 

and the crown he wore were the sufferings of all people.  In Jesus, the king, we are all 

brothers and sisters created in the image of God.  This is the big act of faith which we 

will live in for these next weeks of Advent; Advent of God becoming one like us, one of 

us, born, living,  suffering and dying like the any of us. The real God is found in real 

people.  From everything you believe, discern and have been taught,  how do you 

imagine God to be? 

Pause & Reflect (1 minute timer) 

The images of King and Christ clash, in big and small ways, Jesus’ Kingdom 

includes the small and poor – the outcast.  Some congregations have renamed this day as 

the “Reign of Christ Sunday” to avoid the image of “king.” Jesus turned the concept of 

King and Kingdom upside down.   

Years after Jesus’ death and resurrection, animosity toward Jewish people infected 

John’s Gospel with language that accused all Jews of condemning Jesus. There were 

some Jews who opposed Jesus and some who followed him. There were some who 

collaborated with the Roman authorities – as there were Christian bishops appointed by 

the Nazi regime. Today we renounce every claim that Jews were responsible for Jesus’ 

death. Pilate needed to know: “Are you the king of the Jews?” If so, you’re guilty of 
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treason because the emperor in Rome is the king of everyone everywhere, including the 

Jews. To proclaim Jesus as King was a subversive act.  

An Anglican priest from South Africa shared this story when he met with a group 

of Seminary students.  He talked about what it was like to believe Jesus was King during 

the days of apartheid. “Our whole congregation was arrested,” he said, “for refusing to 

obey the government.” It was hard for those listening to believe, but he went on to say 

that all 240 members of the congregation were arrested and jailed — from babies to a 90-

year-old man. The pastor himself was imprisoned for a year. To claim that Jesus is King 

can be dangerous. 

“What is truth?” Pilate asked, that’s where we started 

today.  Was Pilate being sarcastic or was he searching for answers 

he didn’t have?  Yet, we know that Jesus reign or kingdom never 

rose so high that he couldn’t see those who were down low. Even 

today, we see Jesus in the tent cities where children live after 

being separated from their parents, with people losing their homes 

to fires, to floods, to war. We see Jesus waiting with those seeking assylym. We see Jesus 

in shelters where women have sought refuge from abusers. We see Jesus holding signs at 

intersections or pushing shopping carts of soda cans and other posessions – We see Jesus 

Everywhere That We Take Time to Pause & Reflect on the Reign of Christ in our world.  

Amen! 

The Rev. Dr. Brian K. Oltman 
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