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Sermon: "NO, IT’S MINE” – 10-14-18 - Mark 10:17-31 

Grace and Peace on this Twenty First Sunday after Pentecost– Pause and Reflect… 

Many of you know that I am the oldest of three children, we are each approximately 18 

months apart.  For a period of time, my mother (and father) but mainly my mother cared for three 

children under the age of 5 years old, what a handful that must have been.  Family systems 

theory in psychology posits that birth order matters in a family. For example, the oldest child can 

remember a time when she or he was an only child and maybe even recall the births of the other 

siblings. The youngest, on the other hand, cannot remember a time when there was not an older 

brother or sister. The middle child only has the reference of being the youngest child until the 

next child is born.  For a moment this child is the youngest but as in my family, my brother did 

not get the same sort of attention that I did as the oldest, because I was entering the terrible two 

phase shortly after his birth. His position as the youngest child ended with the birth of my sister.  

Which also meant that during his toddler phase my mother was pregnant with my sister and still 

needed to care for my brother and myself – all under five years old.  

My thoughts about the birth of my sister are clearer than the birth of my brother.  I sort of 

remember what I was told about trying to feed toast to my baby sister in her bassinet which 

happened to be in the kitchen.  What I recall is that my brother and I were throwing the piece of 

toast around and it landed in my sister’s bassinet.  I do recall that from the time my sister was 

born that she got more attention than we or I did, and I didn’t like that.  I remember one time 

locking her in the car just BEFORE her first birthday, she was probably being annoying.  I can 
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see her standing on the car seat crying as my brother went to get my mom to unlock the car and 

punish me.  Sibling rivalry yes, Jealousy yes, hatred of my sister, NO.   

It was during this time when I was 4 and my sister was 11 months that I remember 

learning the meaning of the word “MINE.”  I know I said it earlier – it probably was my first 

word, yet  learning the meaning of the word and feeling it was different.  My mother wanted me 

to let my sister play with one of my most favorite toys of all – which for the life of me I can’t 

remember what it was, but I remember what I said and how it felt; “NO it’s MINE!” 

Emphatically and tearfully I said these words as my mom said; “let her play with it - she won’t 

hurt it.”  “No it’s MINE!”was the defining last straw with this baby who had invaded my space 

and soaked up all the attention.  “NO IT’s MINE” is a phrase that defined so much of who I was 

at the time.  I couldn’t give in and the concept of sharing was too abstract for my little four-year-

old brain at the time. 

Maybe the abstract concept of sharing is something with which we all have difficulty in 

our lives.  Maybe we don’t say; “No it’s MINE” like we did as four-year-old’s, but the bigger is 

better mentality or getting the latest version of this or that is certainly noticed. //  I was getting 

gas at Costco the other night before it closed and one of the nicest cars I have seen pulled up to 

the pump behind me.  I couldn’t tell from the emblom on the grill what it was so I knew it was 

expensive.  As the driver finished filling up and drove away I saw that the Jaguar emblem on the 

back of the unlicensed NEW car.  It would never be in my budget or “MINE”, nor did it need to 

be, but I thought it was pretty nice for a million dollar car! 

The rich man who comes and kneels before Jesus in reverence today says: "Teacher, I 

have kept all these since my youth." 21 Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, "You lack one 

thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven; then come, follow me." 22 When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, 

for he had many possessions.” This man who had so many things was lacking one thing, one 

priority, commitment.  Wealth without a commitment to a connection will distract one from 

positive relationships with others and God. Wealth without seeing others or the world around us, 

amongst the things that entrap us, leads to self-centeredness and narcissism. Wealth without 

loving others exposes a lack of empathy. Wealth without the risk of answering an invitation to be 
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apart of something outside of yourself, or to follow a path unknown, or planned out, results in 

fear. 

In my Digest article this week I wrote about the idea of earning “Brownie Points” with 

God. Do you think that’s possible?  Before you say; “Of course, I would never think of doing 

anything to earn God’s favor,” think about your motivation for doing what you do, living a 

“Godly” life.   Why do you come to worship or church on Sunday mornings? Do you come 

because want to or because you grew up going to church or with the idea that God expects to see 

you in church?  Do you volunteer at a food pantry or homeless shelter because of the need or 

because it seems like something you are called to do? When a someone is down on their luck or 

homeless asks for a handout do you help them out of guilt or because it seems like the right thing 

to do?  Do we live a life of service because of Guilt or Love? 

Jewish teaching at the time of Jesus considered material prosperity a sign of God’s favor, 

which is why the disciples were “more astonished than ever” when Jesus said that it would be 

hard for the rich to live in communion with God. So, Jesus used a vivid, unforgettable image to 

amplify his point: “a camel will have a better chance to get through the eye of a needle than a 

rich person will have of getting into heaven.” (I remember this verse so well from growing up 

and trying to imagine it - some scholars say that this “eye of the needle” referred to a narrow gate 

in Jerusalem’s city walls, which only skinny camels carrying no baggage could squeeze 

through.) Either way it is effective and challenging. 

Wealth without compassion leads to selfishness.  And wealth without responsibility is 

corrupt.  Material wealth is not evil in itself – God made the universe and filled it with good 

things for our use and enjoyment. Out of our human nature we tend to attach ourselves too 

closely to things, holding on too tightly to them, with a “No It’s Mine” mentality. 

Someone told me the other day they worked in wealth management, at first I wasn’t sure 

what that was -  I just don’t think that way. It is about managing the wealth and the abundance 

one has in responsible ways, investments and such  Hearing this explanation gave me a new 

understanding of wealth the responsibility I have and we all have in managing money, assests 

and the gifts given to us to use for the betterment of the Whole and not just the few or 1%.  Have 
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you heard the term “Navel Gazing?” No it has nothing to do with watching the Navel ships go 

out to sea from our ports.  It is the activity of thinking too much or too deeply about yourself, 

your experiences, your feelings, etc., with very little thought of others.  Focusing on weath and 

the things in ones life can limit one’s scope and relationship with others and God by seeing only 

“what’s MINE” and NOT what’s “OURS.” 

In his classic work, The Screwtape Letters'' C.S. Lewis quotes his chief demon as saying, 

''Humans are always putting up claims to ownership which sound equally funny in heaven and in 

hell.'' Can you imagine that - every time we state something is “mine,” both the devils and the 

angels giggle. If the things we ''possess'' aren't actually ours, but rather God's, what are we to do 

with them?  Eventually my brother and sister and I learned to share, or maybe I should say I 

learned to share.  Everything was divided into thirds – candy bars, cookies, gum, shared time 

with certain toys, games, we took turns doing the dishes and cleaning, mowing the lawan, etc.   

Jesus says to the rich man in our Gospel; “you are lacking in one thing,” which is not 

really a thing, but a way of being in the world by which one’s past, present, and future are bound 

to a relationship with God and each other.  Jesus is speaking to this man who has done all the 

“right” things, kept the commandments, gone to temple, checked off all the “to do things” on his 

“pleasing God list,” and tried to earn all of God’s “Brownie Points.”  Jesus says that’s not 

enough, and nothing really is enough – only God is enough, to save the people of the world from 

themselves and the desire for things of this world on the Cross Christ.  No “Brownie Points” can 

earn God’s love or get on God’s “good side.” You can give all you have to the poor, which 

would be an amazing thing, but it still wouldn’t match the amazing grace of God in Jesus Christ! 

Amen.  
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