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Sermon: "A New Rib Story” – 10-7-18 - Mark 10:2-16 

Grace and Peace on this Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost– Pause and Reflect… 

A number of years ago, when attending a wedding I heard the clergy person read the “Adam’s 

rib passage”  from the book of Genesis as one of the scripture readings chosen for that service.  I 

became somewhat offended that the pastor would interject such an old-fashioned, outdated, and 

patriarchal idea into a current day, contemporary worship service for the wedding of my friends, 

it didn’t seem to fit them.   

“Then the Lord God said, "It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper 

as his partner."… 21 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; 

then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the Lord God 

had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 23 Then the man 

said, "This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for 

out of Man this one was taken. 24 Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to 

his wife, and they become one flesh.”   

I just didn’t know how this old understanding fit with my friends marriage, who are  a modern 

day couple, united together in an equal relationship with shared goals and destiny.  Each had 

been away from their parents homes for quite some time and were working professionals.  The 

concept of becoming one flesh and clinging to each other has always sounded so co-dependent or 
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enmeshed to me.  If anything my friends seemed to have an interdependent relationship, not 

being lost in the other - the eyes of  love like an old romantic love song. 

As time has gone by I’ve learned more about the pitfalls of accepting some of the popular ideas 

about the Bible.  People who are sexist, whether they are male or female have claimed for the 

longest time that the “rib” story is a scriptural mandate for the submission of the female gender 

or women.  The feminists have too often taken their word for it, frequently unwilling to spend 

time exploring and examining the Bible from a woman’s perspective. 

So your jaws may drop when I do an about face, and suggest that the “Rib” story is a symbol of 

equality, and not dominance by one gender over the other.  The story is of one of male and 

female in a co-equality and interdependent relationship.  Basically what we hear God saying in 

Genesis and which is repeated in our Gospel text today is that “man” cannot handle this world on 

his own and needs some help.  "This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one 

shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken."  God made a co-equal partner in the 

woman – standing side by side – not to be submissive. 

In human beings, our hardness of heart can cause us to forget this co-equal partnership that God 

has intended.  This week there were so many examples of this forgotten understanding.  One in 

particular, so noticeable was when Sen. Orrin Hatch of Utah waved away a group of female 

protesters on Thursday and told them to "grow up."  This dismissive act hardly indicates or 

encourages the co-equal partnership intended by God in the “Rib” story.  We forget that God’s 

ways are ours too.  We are so conditioned to either defend or attack the idea that it’s a man’s 

world that we fail to notice that in the “Rib” story that the man was sleeping completely through 

the whole proces of the creation of woman – the other forgotten part is that it’s God’s idea and 

not man’s.  The story is about God’s action and not human action, and our relationship with God 

and each other, male and female, which actually goes beyond gender. 

In today’s Gospel Jesus declares to the sexist men who were quizing him on divorce; "Because 

of your hardness of heart” the commandment allows a man to divorce his wife. // Because of our 

hardness of heart we too quickly jump down to the verse that seems to impose a hard and fast 

rule against divorce and considers divorce equal to adultery.  We, like the Pharisees, want to talk 



Page 3 of 4 
 

about divorce and Jesus brings us back to the subject of relationships and commitment.  God’s 

intention is for us to be in relationship with each other, but sometimes those relationships don’t 

work out or are destructive and need to end.  Jesus uses Genesis 1 and 2 to contrast human 

intentions with God’s grace: 6 But from the beginning of creation, "God made them male and 

female.' …9 Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate." Mark 10:6-9.  

In God we are joined together in relationships – married or not.  The issue for us today isn’t 

really a matter of male and female or married and divorced, but instead a matter of persistently 

repairing and nurturing our relationships with one another and God’s persistence in reaching out 

and nurturing God’s relationship with us.  The more we examine and repair the conflicts in our 

lives, between others and ourselves the stronger all of our relationships become. 

Jesus is addressing a several cultural norms today, first the Pharisees quiz him about the law of 

Moses regarding divorce and then his disciples try and keep people from bringing children to be 

blessed; Vs. 14 But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, "Let the little 

children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 

15 Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter 

it." 16 And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.  

This is more than the ultimate “Children’s Sermon” children in Jesus time were not to be seen 

and not to be heard.  Children were seen like the animals and only important because they would 

grow into adults. When Jesus speaks to them (people) saying; Vs. 15 “Truly I tell you, whoever 

does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it," he is speaking powerful 

and controversal words.  Adults often don’t think children have the knowledge to know what is 

right or wrong, good or bad, but they do.  Little children start out pure and kind and then they 

grow up and learn the negative understandings of the world. 

When Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-Utah) dismissed the group of female protesters and told them to 

"grow up" he was saying something about what he believes what being grown up is to be and 

look like.  As a child I always seemed to have something to say, to the point of being told not to 

“talk back” and maybe you did too.  I learned eventually that talking back was voicing my 

opinion and that there are various ways that can happen.  
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Voicing my opinions has served me well, most of the time, when I learned that there are many 

ways to share what one is thinking without having to be right all the time.  In relationships we 

need to communicate, whether that be with spouse, friend, someone with whom we work, or 

with those we disagree.  Communication is about finding a way to express one’s thoughts and 

feelings so that the other might hear them.  Protesting has been an effective way of letting others 

know something is wrong, but the real communication happens when there is a willingness for 

both sides to listen and hear what the other person is saying without being condescending.  This 

seems to be the current challenge. 

Jesus seems to say today; “Come as a child full of hope and promise and trust, and willingness 

and eagerness and vulnerability and joy and sadness and engage in grown up comitted 

relationships with each other.”  Be open to the nurturing love of God, who is the ultimate parent 

– full of love and acceptance. Amen!  
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