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Sermon – “In the Spirit of St. Francis” – 10-21-18 - Mark 10:35-45 

Grace and Peace on this Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost– Pause and Reflect… 

Pause and Reflect… 

One day St. Francis of Assisi invited a young monk to join him on a trip into town to 

preach. The young monk was so honored that he quickly accepted. All day long they 

walked through the streets, and rubbed shoulders and visited with hundreds of people. 

At the end of the day, they headed back home, however, not even once had St. Francis 

talked to anyone about the gospel. The young monk was disappointed, and said to St. 

Francis, "I thought we were going into town to preach?" St. Francis responded, "My son, 

we have preached. We were preaching while we were walking. We were seen by many 

and our behavior was closely watched. It is of no use to walk anywhere to preach unless 

we preach everywhere as we walk!" 

St. Francis also said, "Preach the Gospel at all times, and if necessary, sometimes use 

words." 
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Another Quote of St. Francis: "You are called not so much to do great things, as to be a 

great person--and that person is Jesus Christ. The church of Jesus Christ is the resident 

presence of Jesus in the world. That’s a foundational principle of incarnational 

Christianity: It doesn’t aim to get people to God; it brings Jesus to them."  

Maybe we need to look at evangelism differently – we often think of evanglelists as those 

we see on the news or hear on the street corners saying bizare and intimidating things, but 

people of God –we part of a church that has Evangelical in its name - Evangelical 

Lutheran Church - we are called to share Christ – to live Christ.  Bringing Jesus to others 

is what we are called to do as “Current Day Disciples” in this current time.  James and 

John, the sons of Zebedee had a misconstrued understanding of Jesus “glory” or what it 

meant to be “Current Day Disciples” when they went to Jesus and made their request or 

told him what they wanted; "Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you." 

Wow, It seems as if these two brothers have some sense of entitlement and believe that 

they have a right to sit on Jesus right and left sides when he “comes into his glory or 

majesty.” In their understanding it seems they deserve more than the other disciples, they 

seem to think they deserve a place of honor when Jesus comes into his glory.  The 

questions Jesus then asks are an attempt to remind them and others that Jesus “Glory” is 

nothing like they imagine or expect; “Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be 

baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?" In a confident, IGNORANCE they 

replied, "We are able." Then Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink you will drink; and 

with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right 

hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared."  

Then the squabble begins – or the level of the dysfunctional family of the disciples shows 

when we read;  When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42 

So Jesus called them and said to them, "But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to 

become great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wishes to be first among 

you must be slave of all. 45 For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 

give his life a ransom for many." 
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In the Spirit of St. Francis we come here to worship and praise God for the blessing of 

these special ones given to us to take care of for a short time, these pets. St. Francis was a 

lover of nature and animals.  He was sometimes called the “Reluctant Saint,” but he was 

also considered a “Saint” for all people because of his rebellious and quirky nature.  He 

was born into wealth and seemed to struggle with that most of his childhood into his 

young adulthood.  Struggling with wealth doesn’t really make sense to most of us 

especially with the large Lottery drawing potential of Friday.  So many bought into the 

dream of winning this jackpot, only to be disappointed as my friend was, but he only lost 

10 dollars.  

St. Francis struggled against the trappings of money and wealth, so much so that he 

denounced his father’s wealth.  He believed he was to literally rebuild a church at Assisi 

and went to his father’s shop, who was a fine linen merchant and gathered up cloth and 

and took a horse and sold all to raise money to repair the church. He then tried to give the 

money to the priest at San Damiano, who refused the money which prompted Francis to 

throw it out the window, something most of us would NOT do. His angry father brought 

him before the civil authorities on this matter. When Francis refused to answer the 

summons, his father called him before the bishop of Assisi. Before any accusations were 

made, Francis without a word peeled off his garments even removing his breeches and 

gave them to his father.  Completely naked, he said: “Until now I have called you my 

father on earth. But henceforth I can truly say: Our Father who art in heaven.”  He then 

was given a robe by the bishop and went off into the woods embracing nature, 

renouncing his father’s wealth and focusing on his ministry as a servant of God.  

Maybe it is St. Francis’ rebellious nature that is so endearing to many, maybe it is his 

great writings and enduring spirit.  There is something about St. Francis that makes him 

an inspiration and the focus of my spirituality in some way.  I may live vicariously 

through his actions and teachings which speak to a simple, yet holy way of life, and 

connectivity with others, nature, animals and God.  There is one quote of St. Francis that 

seems to speak to many, it does to me even in this current day with all of its foibles and 

destructiveness; “Start by doing what is necessary; then do what’s possible; and 
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suddenly you are doing the impossible.”  When life or the concept of discipleship sounds 

daunting or difficult, this simple quote by a simple yet an amazing man makes sense. 

James and John and the other disciples “squabbled” about their places in glory or what 

they thought Jesus Glory was going to be about.  We still do that, misunderstand what it 

means to be the Body of Christ – not just a part of the Body of Christ – to be the Body of 

Christ in all that we do.  So much time and energy is spent on what are called insedentials 

but necessary things of the “church,” the budget, the pastor, the programs, the past and 

the future.  We are always looking forward by looking backward, and if you think about 

that for a moment, it is a strange process.  Of course we need to consider the details of 

what we do but we can get lost in those details but those datails need to change as the 

“church” the body of Christ – you and I change.  What we expect doesn’t always happen, 

Jesus told James and John and the others it wouldn’t be whatever they expected or 

thought it would be, why should it be that way for us? 

Think about your pets, or your neighbor’s pets, they don’t worry about tomorrow based 

on yesterday, so much time is spent in the moment for them, even if it is about taking cat 

naps or going on walks.  We can learn from and love the animals around us. Monsignor 

Ronald Knox - Church of England, stated“…..St. Francis was like that. He loved 

creatures, not because they reminded him of human beings, but because they reminded 

him of God. Now what is this gift of simplicity, which we admire so much in children, 

because it is natural; which we admire so much in the saints, because it is 

supernatural….You see, there is only one Being who is absolutely simple; that is almighty 

God, and He knows everything. No, to be simple is to see things with the eye of God, that 

is to see them as they really are, without the trimmings.” Amen 
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