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Sermon: "Pop-Quiz” – 9-16-18 - Mark 8:27-38 27 

Grace and Peace on this Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost– Pause and Reflect… 

On one the walls of the entry area of the Field House of my high school where I 

went to spend some time on the eliyptical machine, has pictures of outstanding 

teachers and students for their contributions to the School Sports Organization 

who have been honored over the years.  I recognized a number of these people, 

some were my friends and some were my teachers/coaches.  As I looked at these 

pictures and read their stories I started to think about the outstanding teachers 

that I have had in my life – in the number of different areas of my educational 

career; kindergarten, elementary school, middle school, high school, college, 

seminary, any of my advanced degrees in counseling there are so many options to 

pick from – so much wisdom to draw from.   

When it comes down to it there is really only one teacher who I would add to my 

own wall of Fame in the Field House of my mind, that is my 3rd grade teacher; 

Mrs. March.  For me, out of all the choices I have had, all the wisdom of the ages 

that I have known, Mrs. March is the one who will always be the outstanding 

teacher for me.  I would like you to think for a moment who the outstanding 

teacher is for you, out of all the choices you have.  Maybe this choice isn’t 



Page 2 of 5 
 

someone who formally taught you in school, but someone you learned from in 

another way, a neighbor, a friend, a family member – someone who you draw 

wisdom from even today for your life.  If you are currently in school, this should 

be easy or maybe it’s hard; because sometimes the person who challenges us the 

most ends up being the unexpected choice – the wise one! 

I don’t remember that Mrs. March was the best at teaching me math, or English 

or spelling, Phonix, I don’t remember that she gave me the best grades in all my 

subjest, but what I remember the most is that she cared.  I would frequently go to 

visit Mrs. March after I graduated from Third grade.  I remember standing in her 

doorway and talking after school.  I don’t remember why I went to visit Mrs. 

March on a regular basis, but I did – all the way through my high school years 

and into college.  Mrs. March taught me something about relationships, she 

taught me about being comfortable with myself because she always listened to 

me, asked me how I was doing, what my plans were, what the possibilities were 

for my life, she helped me to dream beyond the walls of any school I attended, she 

taught me to be me, in all my wholeness. 

Who Are Your Teachers? Who has encouraged you to be all that you can be 

without joining the Army? Unless that was/is your dream.  With school starting 

there’s always the excitement of new classes and new teachers.  The question 

many students ask is; “I wonder what my teacher will be like? Will my teacher be 

nice?  Will I do well?  Will the other kids in my class like me?  These are all 

timeless questions that get asked every year at this time.   So remember the 

earlier question; "Who are your teachers in life right now?" Maybe you haven’t 

taken a class in ages, // but who teaches you now, maybe someone in this room.  

In so many ways we are each others teachers – and we remain learners, till we 

breathe our last breath.  

Jesus, the ultimate teacher gives his disciples a “Pop Quiz,” I always hated those.  

In today’s gospel Jesus asks two important life questions; “Who do people say 

that I am? And the other; “Who do you say that I am?”  This “Pop Quiz” isn’t just 
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about checking Jesus poll numbers to see how well he was doing with the crowds, 

he is wondering if people understood the ministry he was about and his mission 

and purpose as Messiah, the Son of God.  He 

then wonders what his disciples believe about 

him and what they say about Jesus mission and 

purpose to those who who do not undertand or 

believe. These are specific questions which 

challenge and teach the disciples and  about 

Jesus as Messiah and what their jobs are as disciples – to go and tell. 

Imagine what it would have been like to have Jesus as a teacher?  Would you 

have been nervous if he called on you randomly asking a question like; “What’s 

the meaning of life” or “Who do you think was the greatest disciple of the twelve? 

Or “How many books are there in the Bible? (I guess that would depend on which 

Bible he was talking about)  Having Jesus as a Teacher quite intimidating, but 

really in some sense we always do.  All of life is our classroom, and the potential 

for learning is endless. Jesus is present wherever we are and we share the gospel 

of grace with each other. 

As you reflect on your own life right now, who are you learning from? What 

lessons do you want to learn from this teacher or other teachers or even Jesus? 

Maybe learning sounds too difficult at the moment or hurts to think about or only 

for the youngsters – it’s kid’s stuff anyway –right? 

So here’s a “Pop Quiz” True or false? 1. Old people are helpless. 2. As I get older, 

things in my life will get worse. 3. I have less pep this year than I did last year. 

Becca Levy, a researcher from the Yale School of Public Health studied 

participants’ answers to these questions. She then followed people tracking their 

health over a period of decades. The people who answered “true” on the questions 

— those who see aging in terms of inevitable decline or disability— are more 

likely to suffer from conditions ranging from respiratory illness to hearing loss to 
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premature death as they get older. In one of her studies, for example—and nearly 

forty years after being asked for their beliefs about aging—those with negative 

views on aging were twice as likely to have experienced a heart attack or stroke 

than those with positive views.  

Studies show that, on average, seniors have greater life satisfaction and make 

fewer errors at work relative to their younger counterparts, and that various 

aspects of thinking and memory actually improve with age. Yet when we have 

fixed negative assumptions, we tend not to take any of these facts into account.   

In this classroom called life, we are all students, and we are all teachers as well as 

lifelong learners. We turn to our friends, family members, mentors, colleagues, 

and others to be our teachers. And along the way, others turn to us to be their 

teachers as well.  James 2nd reading - counsels the community; that not all of 

them should become teachers. “Not many of you should become teachers, my 

brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach will be judged with 

greater strictness. 2 For all of us make many mistakes.” 

That same Greek sentence can read “do not become many teachers,” meaning, do 

not turn into a community that thinks you all can or should all teach.  Or being a 

“know it all” isn’t really what teaching is about.  James rationale seems to be: 

“teachers, himself included, will be judged more harshly than anyone else 

because they influence one’s mind.” He is also referring to the importance of 

teaching and yet we often don’t VALUE teachers for what they are worth, 

monetarily or programatically.  Educational programs are the first to get cut and 

teachers salaries are still stuck somewhere in the 1960’s.  One of the headlines I 

saw this last week was about a Governor in the USA - not wanting to increase the 

base of the teacher’s salary from $40,000 because raising it would be too much – 

how sad! 

I believe in the importance education, and think we need to compensate teachers 

and those in the education field for what they do because of the impact they make 
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in one’s life- like Mrs. March did in mine – those who go out of the norm for one 

student.  When James counsels the community he is speaking to us as well.  We 

are each other’s teachers, because Christ is working through us to teach, this is 

not something to do lightly.   

So in the “pop-quiz” that Jesus is giving his disciples and us today he reminds us 

of our commitment; “Who do you say that Jesus is in your life to yourself and to 

others?  The willingness to express ones faith is about learning to grow beyond 

what is comfortable and complacent.  Jesus says: “Who do say that I am, to 

others and yourself?”  Amen.  

Brian Oltman, Pastor - Resurrection Lutheran Church - Coronado, CA - www.rl.church 

http://www.rl.church/

