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Sermon: "The Offensive Word of God” - 8-26-18 - John 6:56-69 

Grace and Peace on this Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost – Pause and Reflect… 

It’s been said, “The problem with Christians these days is that there is no good reason to 

stone them anymore.” There’s some truth to that, well except for the last 18 months or so 

it seems.  Many people have been saying and doing things in the name of Christ which 

others – non-Christian, marginal Christians and devout Christians of varying traditions 

feel like “stoning” them either literally or figuratively.  With the increased use of various 

forms of social media, Facebook, Snapchat, Instagram, various blogs and just even the 

good old fashioned mediums of Radio, TV and Newspaper, religious comments are made 

in the name of Christ which seem to speak for all Christians but do not fit all 

understandings or religious dogma. There is no one size fits all understanding for 

Christianity!  

Exclusionist understandings are proclaimed to say that Jesus wants this or that, and even 

political candidates assume that God is on their side; Russell Walker, who is running for 

the North Carolina State House of Representatives, has made racist comments such as; 

"God Is a Racist and [a] White Supremacist" to justify his own racism. Here is his 

website:  https://www.walkerforhouse48.com/   This not my understanding at all, and 

gives me pause to wonder how one justifies how the God, who created ALL, could be 

https://www.walkerforhouse48.com/
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racist thinking that one group – Caucasian – is superior than all other races.  Hate is 

another factor in racism and something this candidate endorses and claims God endorses, 

see website.  God is love – it is as simple as that – thinking anything else misses the point 

of the Cross.  God created all humans in God’s image, all genders, and colors, 

understandings - ALL – to say that one race is better than another misunderstands God 

and the concept of God and then one ‘self. 

I would probably want to “stone” this man with my words, but I am not sure that 

originator of the opening quote had that in mind.  What this quote seems to be saying is: 

“There is no good reason, or witness, or example of Christianity, evident that would get 

the average Christian into trouble, or provoke one to question the beliefs of the Christian 

person.  I know that I have responded to many thoughts and statements on Facebook 

which Generalize Christ or Christianity.  I don’t like catch phrases such as: “Smile God is 

Watching” or the “Christian Lifestyle” or WWJD or A “Good Christian” wouldn’t say or 

do this or that.”  These are generalizing statements which really aren’t healthy for growth 

in the Christian faith.  Christianity is made up of individuals with varying beliefs who 

come together to share a common dogma – “Christ crucified and raised from the dead by 

the grace and power of God.” God; in three persons who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier.  Everything else is Gravy, how we chose to worship 

and live in relationship with God and each other. 

This brings us to our Gospel today – Are you full yet?  Full of Bread that is?  This is the 

fifth Sunday where we have heard readings where Jesus is referring to himself as the 

“Living Bread” of Heaven come to give life to all people.  Jesus says that he will Abide 

with us as we abide with him, this abiding presence is one of the most confusing and 

difficult parts of Christianity.  Maybe this is unsettling to you, maybe it mixes up your 

concept of Grace, if grace is about God giving us life without our need to do anything, 

then what does it mean to Abide with God, in Jesus?  It certainly was difficult for the 

disciples who say in our text; "This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?" 61 But 

Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, "Does this 

offend you? 62 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was 
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before? 63 It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken 

to you are spirit and life.” Jesus isn’t scolding, but comparing the options.   

One of my seminary professors, a Liberation Theologian, made this statement which has 

stuck with me for almost 30 years; “If your preaching doesn’t offend someone then you 

aren’t doing it right.” I was kind of offended by that statement – lol. Why should my 

sermons be offensive? How will that help anyone? Is the grace of God offensive? I have 

gone back to this statement and reflected on it over the years asking these questions: 

“Was I offensive enough today in my sermon?” Sometimes I was proud to say No – and 

sometimes I thought I should have been more offensive. 

What my professor was referring to wasn’t about the content of the stories included in 

our sermons, or the foul mouthed language we could use, or doing things for shock value 

to catch people off guard and teach.  He was referring to what Jesus is referring to in 

today’s Gospel, the Grace of God can be offensive to what the world sees as important.  

In Liberation Theology, the Grace of God, challenges us to think beyond ourselves to 

others in the same way we think of ourselves, and if you have low self- esteem, then it is 

offensive because you need to do some self-examination to consider what that’s all about.  

The Grace of God enlightens all the dark places in our world and in our individual lives, 

meaning we need to look at the hunger and poverty and racism and all the other isms in 

the world with eyes wide opened by the Grace of God – and that can be offensive – 

eventually liberating – but definitely challenging. 

Self-examination – is one of the most offensive components of the Grace of God. When 

“this little light of mine” is no longer hiding 

under a bushel and everything is hanging out 

for all to see that is uncomfortable.  “When 

the author Elizabeth Gilbert was writing her 

memoir Eat, Pray, Love, she had many 

moments of doubt about herself, the book, 

and the whole project of writing. “I had a 

strong mantra of THIS SUCKS ringing 
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through my head,” she remembered. She agonized and cursed the universe (God) for 

making her a writer. And then, from the endless loop of negative self-evaluation in her 

mind, she emerged with a value she hadn’t known she had. “The point I realized was 

this—I never promised the universe that I would write brilliantly; I only promised the 

universe (God) that I would write. So I put my head down and sweated through it, as per 

my vows.’” (David, Susan. Emotional Agility: Get Unstuck, Embrace Change, and 

Thrive in Work and Life (pp. 121-122). Penguin Publishing Group. Kindle Edition.)  

Jesus wasn’t giving his disciples an ultimatum in our Gospel reading, even if he sounds 

like it; “If you think this is difficult to understand, how about seeing me ascend to heaven 

– huh – what about that – that seems more difficult doesn’t it?”  Jesus is making a 

promise that even after everything plays out in his life and death, the story would 

continue with a resurrection. God will be with them through the Holy Spirit. The “living 

bread” will continue in the ministries to which you have been called to be faithful.  

Joan M. shared this writing from her anti-cancer mentor, Theresa Fincher from 

Ellicottville, New York on Facebook and it is so appropriate for today; “For as long as I 

can remember I blew past the Lord's prayer, reciting it by memory and without intention.  

About a year ago it took a powerful hold on me as I dove deeply into what it meant to me 

and I began praying it in this way and it has taken me to places I never dreamed.  This is 

the way I say the Lord's Prayer...’Our Source of life, who lives within me, holy is your 

name. Your Kingdom is within me and your will for me, my unique purpose, will be done 

from within, thru me and then outside of me. Give me this day, the fuel for my physical 

body, my mind, and my spirit to carry forward your will, my purpose. Lead me not away 

from your will, but when my mind and actions stray, bring me back to my purpose. 

Forgive me when I hurt others and give me the strength to forgive others for hurting me. 

For your kingdom is my kingdom, your power is my power and your glory is my glory for 

ALL eternity. And SO IT IS!’” 

These last five weeks we have heard so much about Jesus, the “living bread”.  With this 

on my mind, one thing I have been doing, is looking for “Living Bread” around me. I am 

encouraging you to do the same.  Find examples of Christ acting, living breathing in the 
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situations you are in each day, or in the news, even with all the bizarreness that is going 

on.  Notice the “Living Bread” sent down by God regularly, or even when you eat bread 

think about the blessing of food and pray for those who have little.  “Living Bread” isn’t 

that hard to see when one is looking, and abiding with the source of life. 

Well, I hope that I have offended you in some way today.  I mean that in the very best 

way possible, so that you know that Grace of God moves through you into others. And 

that it also moves you from the comfortable spots/complacent spots of your life to the 

gracious challenges of living abundantly.  We abide with God because God abides with 

us always!  Amen.   
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