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Sermon: "Voices of Compassion” - 7-22-18 - Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

Grace and Peace on this Ninth Sunday after Pentecost – Pause and Reflect… 

When I fly I rarely make conversation with the person sitting next to me on the plane, I’m 

not sure why, I just don’t.  I used to strike up a conversation with the person next to me or 

even sometimes the person across the aisle, but these days I fly Southwest Airlines and 

my whole goal is to find my aisle seat and wait for the anxiety of boarding to settle down.  

Most of you know that Southwest doesn’t have assigned seating, and has a system of first 

checked in online gets either and A, B, or C and then everyone lines up and boards 

according to their assigned letter.  No one wants to be in the last group because ultimately 

it means you will probably sit in the dreaded middle seat because their flights are always 

full.  So, this has probably contributed to my not making conversation with others on my 

airline trips, sometimes I just want to avoid eye contact so people pass by to another seat.  

This week I read a story that changed my whole understanding of air transportation.  It 

wasn’t one of those “drag ‘em” off the plane kicking or screaming stories or one where 

the plane had to be diverted because of a passenger running up and down the aisle in a 

psychotic rage or making threats to another passenger.  This story was much different.  

Chicago schoolteacher Kimberly Bermudez has always been the chatty type, the article 

started out saying. She was on a Southwest Airlines flight to Florida to visit her parents 

when the person sitting next to her asked her what she did for a living, she told him that 
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she was a first grade teacher.  She also talked about the difficult situations of the students 

in her class, many of whom came from low-income families. Here’s where she told her 

seat mate more than I ever would have, she said; “Some students at the school are 

homeless.” That is a lot of information to share in answering the question; “What do you 

do for a living?” 

Her seat mate engaged her in further conversation, with more than a “well, that’s nice,” 

and put on his ear buds.  The gentleman asked her:  “What’s the most challenging part of 

your job?” Her impassioned response was; “When children come to school hungry, she 

said, and seeing hard-working immigrant parents struggling to provide basic necessities 

for their families.” “You can’t control what happens at home,” Ms. Bermudez, said in an 

interview with The Washington Post, recalling what she told him. “These parents are 

amazing. They will go without for their child.” The seatmate stated that his company 

donates to schools such as hers.   

Kimberly Bermudez said that her charter school, Carlos Fuentes Elementary, in Chicago 

would “whole heartedly” welcome such a donation because, as in many schools today; 

“the teachers and administrators of the school go into their own pockets to help the kids 

with whatever they need — underwear, soap, school supplies — because of how much 

they care,” she said. 

This isn’t the amazing part of the story; the cherry on the top of this “Sundae” is what 

happened next. A man seated in the row behind her, with a baby on his lap tapped Ms. 

Bermudez on the shoulder, and after apologizing for eavesdropping, handed her a stack 

of cash and said: “Do something amazing,” Ms. Bermudez looked down at the cash and 

there was $100 bill on top, tears filled her eyes as she thanked him. As the plane landed, a 

man across the aisle told her he was listening to the conversation as well and said he 

didn’t have much cash on him but he handed her a $20 bill. There was a third contributor: 

the man in front turned around as well, who said that all he had on him was $10, and he 

gave it to her. Ms. Bermudez then began to cry with gratitude for the compassion she 

experienced from these people on the Southwest Flight from Chicago to Jacksonville, FL. 
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Kimberly Bermudez said she walked off the plane somewhat dazed and confused at what 

had just happened.  She had no idea how much money she was holding because she 

believed that it was rude to count money in front of the people giving it to you.  When her 

mother picked up, she explained to her what she just experienced and then she realized 

that she had received $530 from the generous passengers on the plane, not including the 

donation from the one gentleman’s business. 

She was amazed at the kindness of strangers, who gave all to help the kids in her class. 

She recalls saying to the passengers on the plane; “I’m not here to solicit money; I really 

am here on this plane just to see my parents,” And one of them said, ‘I know. That’s why 

we’re giving it to you. Use your voice. Use your gift of talking.” She posted her story on 

Facebook, where it has been liked by more than 1,000 people and shared nearly 800 

times. (Allison Klein, Washington Post, 2018)  Pretty amazing! 

“As he (Jesus) went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, 

because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many 

things.” Jesus used his voice to gather up the confused and dazed “sheep” the people who 

were seeking him out.  Instead of going to the deserted place Jesus and the disciples have 

compassion on the people because they are like “sheep without a shepherd.” These 

people appear to be confused and just wondering here and there in hopes of finding what 

it is that they need to live, nourishment for their souls and a shepherd for guidance.  In the 

ordinary the extraordinary is found; The Shepherd. 

Sometimes, we are like that, being like “Sheep without a 

Shepherd” or thinking we don’t need a shepherd; thinking 

that we have everything under control, tuning out everything 

that is going on around us, putting on sound dampening ear 

buds, so we might not be bothered by the issues at hand.  

Maybe the issues at hand are so overwhelming, that it is hard 

to have any more compassion in a world that seems to be 

lacking kindness, caring and  compassion.  John Pavlovitz is a writer, pastor, and activist 

from North Carolina. A former Mega Church pastor who has been writing books and a 
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blog entitled: “Stuff That Needs To Be Said.” John is committed to equality, diversity, 

and justice—both inside and outside faith communities. In his recent blog entitled “An 

Open Letter to Those Who Still Give a Damn” he shared; “There is a cost to compassion, 

a personal price tag to cultivating empathy in days when cruelty is trending. There is in 

your body and head and in your midst, a collateral damage to you giving a damn when 

others do not, and it manifests itself in many ways: in irritability, impatience, physical 

illness, eating emotionally, addictive behavior, the inability to be present to the people 

who love you, an obsession with social media, a fixation on how jacked up everything is.” 

He continued with this suggestion: “Notice these things in you today, and give them your 

attention. Extend some of that compassion you’re so willing to extend to the world—to 

yourself. Take some time to step away from the fray and the fight. It will still be there 

when you return, and you’ll be better able to face it.” John Pavlovitz  Remember you are 

not alone – there are other confused sheep seeking a shepherd each day right alongside 

you – me - you – your neighbor. Our text reminds us that Jesus was there for the people, 

even the disciples.  Jesus is there for us too as we are there for others. 

The people seeking Jesus in our Gospel recognized him, not because of the billboards 

they had seen of him or the tweets and press releases but they just knew that he was the 

“Shepherd” to lead them. The people – the confused sheep - looked up long enough to 

realize he, Jesus was the one they were looking for to teach and lead them.  Sheep 

generally aren’t very smart, that is probably why many of us don’t like that comparison, 

but in this story the sheep were paying attention and realized who Jesus was and he 

would be their Shepherd.  We are easily distracted, put something shiny and pretty in 

front of us or a screen of some sort and we can be mesmerized for hours.  We can become 

easily lost in our thought process and conversations, going off on tangents which aren’t 

relevant at all to the original topic, so it is pretty impressive that these early followers 

were able to stay on task when they were seeking out Jesus.   

The people on the Southwest Flight with Kimberly Bermudez weren’t looking for her or 

her cause. But they heard her story about teaching children who live in poverty and about 

her school that was is in need of supplies and they responded with compassion.  Kimberly 



Page 5 of 5 
 

Bermudez used her voice and without intending too she made a difference, in the lives of 

the children she taught and the people who heard her story.  The people in our text sought 

Jesus out in the middle of everyday life and saw found him in the ordinary, and the 

simple humanity of life.  Jesus had compassion to the people who sought him out; He met 

them were they were at – Jesus meets us – confused sheep that we are – as we lift up our 

voices and tell our stories like Kimberly Bermudez and John Pavlovitz, both current day 

prophets – because of the compassion shown to us each day by the Grace of God! Amen. 
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