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Sermon – Jesus Makes a House Call – 2-4-18 

Pause and reflect… Prayer, finding time, is necessary to help other people. You can’t pour from 

an empty cup. 

This is the Headline of a Blog I read this week: “Radical Evangelical Preacher Tells 

Flock Not To Get Flu Shot Because Jesus Got One For Us All!” Here is the gist of the article: 

“An evangelical preacher demonstrated why Americans are more at risk of getting sick with the 

flu this year, even though doctors recommend people of all ages get flu shots because this is a 

terrible “Flu Season.” One evangelical prosperity gospel (preacher) or (con artist) whose church 

is based in Texas, told members of her congregation that they don’t need to get the shots because 

Jesus already took the shot for them.” 

“Listen, partners, we don’t have a flu season,” we have a duck season – a deer season - 

but we don’t have a flu season, (she) declared. “And don’t receive it when somebody threatens 

you with, ‘Everybody is getting the flu.’ We’ve already had our shot; He bore our sicknesses and 

carried our diseases. That’s what we stand on.”  

Then she said a prayer for those with the flu and pretended that she had the power to cure 

people afflicted with it. “Flu, I bind you off the people in the name of Jesus,” this preacher 

continued. “Jesus himself gave us the flu shot, He redeemed us from the curse of flu. And we 

receive and we take and we are healed. Just keep saying ‘I’ll never have the flu.’ Inoculate 

yourself with the word of God.” Here is the link: https://youtu.be/IcZeGMuQ2oo   Later in the 

blog it was pointed out, during the measles outbreak in 2013, this same preacher encouraged 

vaccinations, stating: “Some people think I am against immunizations, but that is not true. 

https://youtu.be/IcZeGMuQ2oo
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Vaccinations help cut the mortality rate enormously. I believe it is wrong to be against 

vaccinations…” Pretty inconsistent in her message it seems.  

So, here is where we meet Jesus today, he is making a “House Call” healing Simon’s 

mother-in-law, who has been described has having a “terrible fever.” To put it simply, she was 

gravely ill, “He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she 

began to serve them. 32 That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or 

possessed with demons.” Jesus healed Simon’s mother-in-law and she responded instantly, 

immediately as did her son-in-law; Simon and the other 3 Fishers had done previously when 

hearing the call, she began to serve him, Jesus.  

The immediacy is again noted in the Gospel of Mark – Jesus called those Fishing to 

become a New Kind of Fishers, of People - and they responded, last week Jesus called the 

demon out of the man, with authority and it immediately left him, today Jesus took this woman 

by the hand and she was immediately healed and she immediately responded. Jesus made the 

“Ultimate” call giving new life where there seemed to be no hope! And after - Jesus continued to 

heal all who were brought to him – without conditions or restrictions it seems. 

Maybe some of you remember a time when doctors made house calls – anyone? I don’t 

recall a time, I do remember when I was in spinal rehab after my spinal cord surgery and my 

neurosurgeon came to see me late in the evening a number of times – it caught me by surprise: 

“Hi – it’s 9:30pm – you are sure working late – shouldn’t you go home to your family? I said. 

He was a busy man with many, many patients and wanted to see how I was doing, but at what 

expense – his own life - His relationships?  
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So, this week I have had this cold, and I also had an infection on my hand that seemed 

more of a concern, so I did what I was always told by my doctor, “Come in so I can see it, and 

we can check it.” I did that, and was told repeatedly that the doctor was too busy to see me but I 

could make an appointment for the next day, which I did. Less than satisfied, I went home and 

fell back into bed, this cold just really wore me out. A little later, at about 6:30 pm I got a call, 

and I saw that it was Sharp Healthcare calling, thinking it had something to do with my 

appointment the next day. It was my doctor, who apologized for not being able to see me and 

wanted to know about what was going on. So, I described him the symptoms and we discussed 

the possibilities – it didn’t sound like a flare-up of my Sarcoidosis – but we could verify that at 

the appointment the next day. 

It wasn’t quite the same as a house call but I did feel better, I did feel cared for and I did 

hear his concern. I had forgotten about all the times in the last 10 almost 11 years that doctors 

cared for me in one way or another, not just because I had/have something mysterious but 

because of who I am as a person. It is so easy to get lost in the health care system, isn’t it? 

So, when I hear stories like the one I shared with you earlier about the Naivety of saying 

that one doesn’t need to get a flu shot because Jesus took care of all of that on the cross I become 

very frustrated. Every year I get a flu shot, I just got a shingles shot, because I am old enough 

now, I got a pneumonia shot because I had pneumocystis pneumonia and don’t want to get it 

again. Preventive medicine doesn’t mean less faith. In some sense it means more faith in the 

doctors and healthcare providers who have been gifted for service by God to care for us.  

Faith is not a preventive measure – it is a living breathing active involvement with the 

God of all creation. When we pray we pray for wisdom, we pray for healing, we pray for 
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forgiveness and we pray for insight. Praying isn’t a once and for all “solution” to problems – it is 

about being in an on-going relationship with the God, who created us and loves us. Sometimes 

we get shots that last a life time, sometimes we get shots that we need to repeat every year or so.  

We were baptized once, but we live in the waters of this baptism every day, sort of like a 

booster shot to keep us going. // I can’t imagine being Simon’s mother-in-law who jumped up 

from a high fever and start serving everyone, but she did that immediately, and maybe that 

reminds us of what it means to be a disciple – sometimes we can’t just wait around for the time 

to be right! 

God heals us unconditionally and in ways we don’t always understand or see. We receive 

the anointing of oil today as a symbol of healing which reminds us in a physical way that God is 

healing in a spiritual way.  Verse 31 of our first lesson, gives comfort to many: “but those who 

wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they 

shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.”  We know this verse from the Song – 

“On Eagles Wings” – I sang it at my grandma’s funeral – it had meaning for her and family.  If 

you have had an opportunity to visit Joan Swartz – you know that it has meaning for her, as she 

has in on a nice plaque in her room. 

As we are coming to the end of Epiphany we know that Epiphany really never ends, but 

is a process of a living, breathing faith. The House Call that Jesus reminds us that no matter our 

situation or location we are the representations of Christ to the World. If you don’t like how 

some are portraying Christians in society or culture, show them the loving, breathing, forgiving, 

laughing, caring Christ that makes “House Calls” in our lives daily – through each other and our 

situations. Be the walking, talking, breathing Gospel of the God who is revealed to us each day!  


