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Sermon – Fun with Words - 2-11-18 

Grace and Peace on this Transfiguration Sunday…Pause and Reflect… 

Words, words, words. Our society is full of words: on billboards, on television screens, in 

newspapers and books. Words whispered, shouted, and sung. Words that move, dance, and 

change in size and color. Words that say, "Taste me, smell me, eat me, drink me, sleep with 

me," but most of all, "buy me." With so many words around us, we quickly say: "Well, they're 

just words." Thus, words have lost much of their power.  

Still, the word has the power to create. When God speaks, God creates. When God says, 

"Let there be light" (Genesis 1:3), light is. God speaks light. For God, speaking and creating are 

the same. It is this creative power of the word we need to reclaim. What we say is very 

important. When we say, "I love you," and say it from the heart, we can give another person 

new life, new hope, new courage. When we say, "I hate you," we can destroy another person. 

Let's watch our words. -Henri Nouwen who was a Dutch Catholic priest, professor, writer and 

theologian.  

Today the Word is Transfiguration, one of the most mysterious concepts in our Christian 

tradition. Jesus takes Peter, James and John up to a high mountain alone, while with them Jesus 

is transfigured, transformed, changed before them. His clothes became dazzling white, like 

nothing ever seen before whiter than any television bleach commercial could promise. 

Suddenly appearing before them were Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Peter’s 

response to this experience was: "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three 

dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." How odd, what did Jesus think? 
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What did the others think? Before anything could be said something else amazing happened a 

cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud came a voice saying, "This is my Son, the 

Beloved; listen to him!" Pretty amazing and bizarre stuff - to talk about in the grocery checkout 

line or over dinner with your friends sometime, isn’t it?  

So, what’s the point or meaning of this “Transfiguration” story for us today? As Luther 

said often in His Small Catechism; “What does this mean for daily living?” Jesus tells the 

disciples that “what happened on that mountain top, needs to stay on that mountain top.” It is 

a Las Vegas moment – what happens in Vegas stays in Vegas. Usually this means there was 

some sort of inappropriate behavior that occurred which one isn’t supposed to share with 

others of a Las Vegas experience, a “Secret of Sorts.”  

My question is why? Why does Jesus tell his disciples not to tell anyone about this 

experience? Was his purpose to make sure the time was right and the divine plan of God 

wouldn’t be compromised?  Maybe it was about keeping this moment special between those 

who experienced it and sharing it would ruin it or it would be hard to believe? Then there is this 

understanding, if you want people to share the news about something, tell them not to tell, say 

it.  

The events on that mountain top were certainly worth talking about and sharing with 

others, and eventually written down, because we are talking about it today! This text gives a 

renewed understanding of what it means for Jesus to transform from the baby at Bethlehem to 

the Savior of the world. I was trying to think of another context in which the word 

“Transfiguration” is used, it was quite difficult.  Every reference was religious in some way, 
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mostly with regard to Jesus transfiguration on the mountain top with his disciples and Moses 

and Elijah. The Transfiguration of Jesus Transformed – changed his disciples understanding of 

Jesus and they would never see him the same again, and they would never be the same again.  

So this word “Transfiguration” has always kept a somewhat religious—and almost 

always positive—tone. A face may be transfigured by joy, and an "ugly duckling" may be slowly 

transfigured into a radiant beauty. And as Harry Potter fans know, transfiguration is a subject 

long taught at the Hogwarts School by Minerva McGonagall. 

Transformation is the closest synonym to this word that helps me understand this text 

for daily living.  God claims and proclaims Jesus as Beloved and that is transforming and that is 

what the faith of the Church is built – God loves Creation so much, that God’s Beloved Son was 

sent to be the symbol of love in the flesh of Jesus – WOW – that’s Transforming! 

Personal Transformation is certainly a process isn’t it? We come here Sunday after 

Sunday and hear Words of Grace and express God’s Love in Words and Actions and somehow it 

makes a difference – maybe you see it and maybe you don’t. These disciples experienced 

something of Jesus Divineness on that Mountain top.  It must have been the ultimate euphoria, 

and Peter didn’t want to leave.  It was better than the best vacation or spiritual retreat anyone 

could experience, but it had to end, and it was special for those who experienced it. We don’t 

know what they told not to tell others, but my guess is putting that experience into would have 

been difficult.  It was probably one of those “you had to be there moments.”  

That is really what it means for us as faithful followers who each have a story to tell, 

words cannot always express the meaning of the experience of faith– sometimes “you just have 
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to be there to fully understand.” But, it doesn’t mean we can’t share it with others, or be open 

to another’s sharing, but each has our own experience of the common faith we share. 

So, you may recall that I call this tree near the ramp and staircase the “Butterfly Tree,” 

because of all the yellow butterflies that flew around it. We soon realized they were using it to 

“propagate” and multiply, so there were many caterpillars swarming in that tree, so many so 

that some thought they might damage the tree. Soon there were colorful chrysalises all around 

the area. I wasn’t sure if this should be called the “Butterfly Tree” or the “Caterpillar Tree,” 

because it would seem the caterpillars came first. Either way, this tree is about transformation, 

from a caterpillar to a beautiful yellow butterfly. If the caterpillar had to think about 

transforming into a butterfly, I wonder if it would.  It is such a change, going from a crawling 

worm to winged flying creature would be a frightening experience; one many wouldn’t chose if 

given a choice! 

So, whether it is a mountain experience or the life giving process of changing from a 

caterpillar to a pretty yellow butterfly God’s love is transforming us and calling us Beloved, 

because of the love that God had for Jesus. Maybe you see or maybe you don’t but that doesn’t 

mean it’s not there. Some people say, I need to trust my “gut” to know the truth, but 

sometimes our guts might have a touch of flu which is influenced by negative feelings from the 

past.  God calls us to see through the negative, transforming that into action making a 

difference rather than getting stuck in the negative.  Transfiguration is positive change into 

something New, Something beautiful, Something Transformational – Amen!   

 


