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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany: Extra! Extra! - Mark 1: 21– 28  

Extra! Extra! Read all about it?  These are old words to promote a news bulletin - reading 

the newspaper has become less common than ever before. According to the Pew Research Center 

July, 7 2016 - just two-in-ten U.S. adults get news from print newspapers. This has fallen from 

27% in 2013. Compared with print, nearly twice as many adults often get news online, either 

from news websites/apps or on social media or both. Many older adults get their news on 

television. 

So, as we think about where we get our news, less of it is from the printed medium such 

as newspapers and magazines and more from the new medium which is easily purported to be 

corrupt or false or “fake” in the eyes of those who don’t like the news they are hearing. Online 

media seems to almost be a combination of printed form and the Oral tradition used in Biblical 

times which we hear about in our Gospel today: “They were all amazed, and they kept on asking 

one another, “What is this? A new teaching— with authority! He commands even the unclean 

spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region 

of Galilee.” (Mark 1: 27– 28)  

One of the things which struck me in today’s gospel is this statement: “At once His 

(Jesus) fame began to spread…” I never really equate the actions of Jesus, and his message as 

“Fame” but I understand how it could happen. The “Tabloids” waiting for us at the checkout 

counter at our local Vons or Ralphs scream out headlines that are hard to fathom or believe and 

just make me laugh out loud sometimes but they are seen as news.  The first miracle recorded in 

the Gospel of Mark is not a run-of-the-mill miracle like turning water into wine or multiplying 

food; Jesus casts out a demon from a person he finds in the synagogue.  
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Jesus heals this man with such authority that the people around him, who are already 

impressed with his teaching abilities, quickly share the news all over Galilee. There were no 

tweets or postings going on at that time – just old-fashioned word of mouth! 

Jesus speaks and something is different – something changes in the possessed man but 

something really changes for those witnessing the event. The people around him were amazed 

and astonished at what had happened. They then responded with the same sort of urgency and 

authority to share the news of who Jesus is with others. It was an extra - extra moment. In the 

gospel of Mark Jesus authority to heal or cast out demons did not come from anyone else but 

God and was the beginning of revealing who Jesus is to those around him as Son of God. Pretty 

Amazing Stuff! No Fake News Here – Unless We don’t like it or believe it! 

As Son of God, Jesus is one with authority, but Jesus often insists on keeping his identity 

a quiet or secret. So why does Jesus insist on the secrecy of his identity and yet continue to act in 

a way that undermines keeping his secret? The more that Jesus teaches and performs miracles, 

the more people are amazed and drawn to him. The mystery is part of Jesus' message itself it 

seems. // In superhero stories like Superman and Spiderman, there is someone determined – 

usually the chief newspaper editor - to reveal the hero's identity, only for the reason of spoiling 

the secret or getting the scoop on the story. Headlines shouting “Secrets Revealed!” compel us to 

buy magazines or tabloids but rarely leave us satisfied.  

Breaking the Magician's Code: Magic's Biggest Secrets Finally Revealed was a 

television series that was on for a short time in the late 90’s and various times in the early 

2000’s. The focus of the show was about revealing the secrets of many standard magic tricks and 

explaining how different illusions are done. Originally it featured incognito magician Val 
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Valentino as the Masked Magician performing large-scale illusions and a few smaller-scale close 

up magic tricks before revealing the secrets of the tricks. The Magician was promoted as a well-

known magician who wore a mask to avoid recrimination from fellow magicians. Eventually his 

identity was revealed but his assistants were left unidentified. The audience was very eager to 

know how the different tricks were done; but there seemed to be a feeling of disappointment 

when the mystery of the trick was over. The mystery created space to wonder about all the 

possibilities; compelled people to watch more, to see if the magic tricks could be figured out 

before they were explained opening up ones sensibilities to believe in the impossible.  

Jesus is not a Magician, but Jesus spends much of his ministry teaching, healing, loving, 

and speaking truth in mysterious ways which leave people wanting more and creating space for 

people to wonder about all possibilities for their lives. (A Preacher's Guide to Lectionary Sermon 

Series: Thematic Plans for Years A, B, and C (Kindle Locations 2249-2253).Westminster John 

Knox Press. Kindle Edition.) 

By what authority are you called this morning? One of my newer clients is struggling 

with his authority as a human being, his confidence and identity. He has a strong faith and 

believes that God loves him, yet he doesn’t believe that he has the “authority” to speak up for 

himself. This made for an interesting process, especially when I thought about the Gospel text 

for today. Those who were asking each other by what authority Jesus had to heal the man from 

the demon in his life, were used to going to others, religious leaders and scribes to make sure 

they were doing the right thing. Seeking advice or guidance was the honorable and correct thing 

to do. Then here comes Jesus who speaks confidently, with authority which seems like his own, 

and changes and confronts a belief system in ways which were unfamiliar and maybe 

uncomfortable. What authority is this – they asked?  
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Jesus comes with the authority given to him by God and brings freedom to the man and 

the others in the synagogue. The authoritative Christ comes to God’s people – us in the same 

way - with freedom; freedom in his teaching and then freedom of new life. He comes as one who 

is speaking on God’s behalf giving us the authority to live lives freed from any burden that 

weighs down.  

My client doesn’t understand his own authority yet, or that God has given him the 

authority to speak up for himself, confidently and boldly as a human being created in the image 

of God. He seems to believe and understand that he needs to be different than he is to be 

accepted by God which means he can’t accept himself. He has layers and layers of “emotional” 

stuff piled up in his life BUT he is already created in the image of God so the challenge is 

“being” who he already is. Peeling off the layers slowly and carefully will reveal more of the 

“Holiness” God has already put there. It is more like poking holes in the layers, because life 

experiences impacts who each of are and they certainly have impacted him. These layers won’t 

totally go away but he will eventually poke holes in these layers allowing his light to shine 

through realizing more about himself and God and others. 

Does our life of faith, and the teachings we profess, “poke holes” in the darkness of the 

debates about the world's responsibility toward people in need: refugees, those most urgently 

affected by climate change and natural disasters, victims of war and disease and hunger (in a 

world that has more than enough for all), and those who find themselves hated by others because 

of bigotry and ignorance? Do we use the power we have for good? Is the love we preach true, 

even if it’s painful to hear? How do our actions reveal who Christ is to the world, maybe not by 

shouting explanations of Christ's identity, but instead by acting in a way that creates space for 

Light and life, and compels, and opens others to believe the impossible? Extra – Extra! Amen! 


