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Sermon “Come and See” 1-14-18 

Pause and reflect 

Down the hallway from the living room I heard the voice of my mother call out, in a 

familiar manor as I have heard all of my life: “Brian, Come and see what you think of…” She 

and I spent some of the time we spent together during my visit to MN looking for just the right 

coffee table to fit in her small, but very comfortable apartment. She and I are alike in finding just 

the right item to make sure it fits well and serves its purpose. When I went to see what she had 

found I carefully looked the item over online line and then went to Amazon to make sure she had 

found the best price and see if they had better pictures of the table. We both then started to read 

the reviews.  

If you do any shopping online you know that there are usually a number of both positive 

and negative reviews about the item being considered. Some reviews seem helpful and some 

aren’t. I usually look at the most positive reviews and then look and the most negative reviews to 

see which seem to be the most reasonable or most influential for the purchase I am considering. 

Some reviews are just out there, and just seem so unrealistic and I wonder if the person 

reviewing the item really knew what they were looking for before making their purchase. There 

were so many - some seemed to contradict the others - it was hard to know who to believe. 

My mother needed reassurance that what she was doing was correct, even though she 

does a lot of on-line shopping this transaction seemed to have her stumped. I left her to go to the 

gym, and wished her luck in her purchase, saying that I hoped she didn’t purchase 3 coffee tables 

when all was said and done. When I returned she told me that she had so much difficulty with the 
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online purchase that she resorted to the old-fashioned way of calling in the order. The process of 

purchasing this coffee table had a lot of come and see moments.  

The passages for the Second Sunday in Epiphany call us to consider what it means to be 

summoned into God’s presence; to know the prompting of divine voice, and to listen intently for 

directions for our work in the world. All of our readings this morning are filled with “come and 

see” moments. In our gospel Nathanial has a change of heart –when he finally realizes who Jesus 

is.  

When I read this part of our Gospel: “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" I 

couldn’t help but think of the news this week, the reference to Haiti and other African countries.  

Pastor Wilk Miller  former pastor at First San Diego - wrote this on his Facebook page: “Can 

anything good come out of Nazareth?” “I woke up at 2:30 a.m. with this on my mind. Can 

anything good come out of Haiti or El Salvador or Bethlehem, Namibia or Angola or Jerusalem; 

for that matter, can anything good come out of Wheeling, West Virginia (my hometown) or New 

York City (where I currently live and do ministry) or God knows where?” At baptism, we hear 

from heaven, “You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.” Apparently, 

God’s children can come out of anywhere, especially the roiling waters of baptismal life…This, 

by the way, is a very different answer than you come from a s***hole!  

Philip said to him, Nathaniel, "Come and see." Jesus seems sort of surprised at Nathaniel’s 

sudden change of understanding and  profession of faith: “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You 

are the King of Israel!” (John 1:49)  Maybe Jesus even  responds with humor when he says to 

Nathaniel: “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree?” (John 1:50).  
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It's not very obviousus how Nathaniel was transformed from a naysayer to spokesman of faith in 

a matter of just moments. 

Nathaniel seemed to approach life with a critical lens.. old character DebbIe downer from 

SNL - when his friend says, “We found the man about whom Moses and the prophets wrote!” 

Nathaniel  scoffs, really? rationalizing that nothing good comes out of Nazareth. Jesus greets him 

generously as a man in whom there is no deceit. Nathaniel is suspicious, “Where did you get to 

know me?” (John 1:48) 

So when this guy, Nathaniel, who tends to see the negative, expresses his 

overwhelmingly positive declaration of who Jesus is, after just meeting him, expectations are 

toppled. What is going on here? Has Nathaniel really just uttered a statement with two 

exclamation points? hard to believe! 

Yet, Nathaniel doesn’t declare things to be true unless he believes they are, so if 

Nathaniel, of all people, confesses faith in Jesus, you can trust him. No, his faith has overcome 

any suspicions about Jesus. It’s not dependent of the reviews of others – not on a scale of 1-5. On 

Amazon or Facebook Or Any Form Of Social Media. 

As readers or hearers of this Gospel today we don’t get to be in the know to what exactly 

transformed Nathaniel’s view of Jesus. But what is clear is that epiphanies of the Christ come to 

different people in many  different ways that are beyond comprehension.  Was Nathaniel 

influenced by the opinion of others, like the comments made online when making a purchase or 

reading and then responding to an article? How often do others opinions influence the decisions 

we make or the faith we profess?  
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It seems that Nathaniel’s change is epiphany-induced. Epiphanies tend to transform 

people. Martin Luther King, Jr. describes such a transformation in his book, Stride Toward 

Freedom: “I was ready to give up. With my cup of coffee sitting untouched before me, I tried to 

think of a way to move out of the picture without appearing a coward. In this state of exhaustion, 

when my courage had all but gone, I decided to take my problem to God. With my head in my 

hands, I bowed over the kitchen table and prayed aloud. 

The words I spoke to God that midnight are still vivid in my memory. ‘I am here taking a 

stand for what I believe is right. But now I am afraid. The people are looking to me for 

leadership, and if I stand before them without strength and courage, they too will falter. I am at 

the end of my powers. I have nothing left. I've come to the point where I can't face it alone.’ 

At that moment, I experienced the presence of the Divine as I had never experienced God 

before. It seemed as though I could hear the quiet assurance of an inner voice saying: ‘Stand up 

for justice, stand up for truth; and God will be at your side forever.’ Almost at once my fears 

began to go. My uncertainty disappeared. I was ready to face anything.” (Martin Luther King Jr, 

Stride Toward Freedom: The Montgomery Story, 1st edition (Harper & Brothers, 1958), 124–

125.) 

Martin Luther King, Jr. was changed – transformed by this epiphany, which he often 

referred to as his “vision in the kitchen.” Nathaniel suddenly could see clearly who Jesus was, 

and then proclaimed Jesus as: Rabbi: Teacher.  ‘Come and see’ is an invitation by Jesus to 

‘abide’ and ‘stay’ with him. It means stepping out of the normal routine, and beginning a NEW 

adventure to ‘come and see’ where your faith might take you! What I would like you to consider 

this week is one action that you will do to live the words “Come and See” in your life? Amen! 


