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Sermon – “Would you Rather?” 1-21-18 

Pause and reflect… 

On this the Third Sunday after Epiphany we hear a familiar story in the Gospel of Mark 

about “Fishing.” This is not your typical “Fish Story.” When Jesus calls out to those who are 

fishing; Simon, Andrew, James and John, to leave their nets and follow him, they do, they seem 

to realize or experience an “Epiphany” of sorts that what Jesus is saying makes sense. It is 

instantaneous; these men who were fishing each made an independent decision that would 

change life as they knew it!  

Have you ever made such a decision – that would change your life? Maybe it was when 

you decided to go to college or get married or move to a new place or even choose a new 

dentist or doctor – these are major decisions which we sometimes need to make at the “drop 

of a hat.” Yet, typically time is spent contemplating the pros and cons of making any of the 

decisions I mentioned – even the dentist or the doctor.  

People often have the need to feel that they have made the right or best decision they 

can. On the spot decisions can feel impulsive or rushed or not well thought out, yet sometimes 

we don’t have time or opportunity to contemplate the decisions we make because of the 

urgency of the situation which can be a life or death decision. Sometimes one doesn’t like to 

make decisions and they are left up to chance, but even by doing that one is making a decision 

– maybe not the best one possible. 

Here is an exercise to help with making decisions:  “Would you rather?”  (think quickly) 

1. Would you rather have more time or more money? 
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2. Would you rather have a rewind button or a pause button on your life? 
3. Would you rather be able to talk with the animals or speak all foreign languages? 
4. Would you rather win the lottery or live twice as long? 
5. Would you rather be without internet for a week, or without your phone? 
6. Would you rather meet George Washington, or Abraham Lincoln? 
7. Would you rather lose your vision or your hearing? 
8. Would you rather work more hours per day, but fewer days or work fewer hours per 

day, but more days? 
9. Would you rather become someone else or just stay you? 
10. Would you rather be stuck on a broken ski lift or in a broken elevator? 
11. For your birthday, would you rather receive cash or gifts? 
12. Would you rather go to a movie or to dinner alone? 
13. Would you rather always say everything on your mind or never speak again? 
14. Would you rather read an awesome book or watch a good movie? 
15. Would you rather put a stop to war or end world hunger? 
16. Would you rather spend the night in a luxury hotel room or camping surrounded by 

beautiful scenery? 
17. Would you rather explore space or the ocean? 
18. Would you rather go deep sea-diving or bungee jumping? 
19. Would you rather be a kid your whole life or an adult your whole life? 
20. Would you rather lose your keys or your cell phone? 
21. Would you rather have x-ray vision or magnified hearing? 
22. Would you rather be stuck on an island alone or with someone who talks incessantly? 
23. Would you rather be too hot or too cold? 
24. Would you rather live a comfortable, uncomplicated life or take up your cross and 

follow Jesus? 

Some of these were harder to answer than others. If we had more time we could discuss 

them in small groups.  At the beginning Jesus public ministry he passed along by the Sea of 

Galilee calling: Simon, Andrew, James and John, who were fishing to become “New Kind” of 

Fishers  -  Fishers  of people – with new potential and possibilities and new options. // They 

could have scratched their heads and discussed the pros and cons with each other, their 

families and neighbors. ''They could have said to Jesus, “well let us think about it for a bit, we’ll 

get back to you.” 

These early disciples in our gospel had to make an on the spot decision, with an 

immediate response, how about you – would you – could you? Each decided on their own, 

there were no committee meetings, life choices examined, fears or apprehensions addressed. 

They didn’t wait for additional information to be emailed to them about the agenda or the 



Page 3 of 4 
 

itinerary. No flow charts were used, or timelines created they just followed Jesus on a new 

“fishing adventure” for people of all things! 

Most often we are like Jonah, reluctantly doing God’s work but wondering: “What’s the 

point - people won’t change just because of what I’m saying or doing?” With everything that is 

going on in the country and the world is it hard to be God’s voice and is it harder to hear God’s 

voice?  Except I saw and heard a lot of voices marching yesterday in the Women’s Marches. 

Still, the discontent can be overwhelming and discerning God’s calling can be a challenge.  

Maybe it would be easier if we were all like the Texas state district judge that said God 

told him to intervene in jury deliberations to sway jurors to return a not guilty verdict in the 

trial of a woman accused of sex trafficking of a teenage girl. The judge said to jurors; “when God 

tells me I gotta do something, I gotta do it,” according to a local newspaper. The jury went 

against the judge’s wishes, finding the defendant guilty of continuous sex trafficking of a person 

and later sentenced her to 25 years in prison. The judge recused himself before the trial’s 

sentencing phase. This wasn’t the first time this happened for this judge.  

Being a disciple is challenging, especially in a world that might see one diagnosable if 

one expresses oneself as this judge did. The Fisher-persons response was to get up and follow 

Jesus, they didn’t just stay in their boats and admire him and his teaching. The easiest thing for 

them to do would have been to stay where they were, in the life that they knew, where they 

felt safe and secure. They could have asked for more time to decide, or say that they would be 

his supporters, but couldn’t leave their family businesses.  Jesus wasn’t asking for supporters, 

he was calling followers.  
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There was once a lawyer who after arriving at his office checked his mail.  In the stack of 

mail, he received a brochure that was supposed to go to someone else. As he sat at his desk 

looking at this brochure, which was about missions in Africa he started thinking. Right then and 

there he decided that he was going to become a missionary to Africa, and that is exactly what 

he did.  God had interrupted his life. This was a turning point in his life. 

God calls us in many different ways and at many different times in this journey of faith. 

God might call you to be a missionary to Africa, or God might call you to be a missionary on 

your own street, in your own town – right here in Coronado. 

When Jesus calls us, when he encounters us, he does this with a sense of urgency, with 

a sense of immediacy, with a sense of conviction, with a sense of commitment, with a sense of 

community. These new disciples didn’t go it alone; they had each other for support on this new 

journey of “Fishing for and with people.” //Together in Faith we are called to a journey of 

seeing things differently, of stepping out from what we think is important and shifting focus to 

what is really important.  

The season of Epiphany encourages us to nurture opportunities for the immediacy of 

Christ entering our lives daily // calling us to something new each day – “Would you rather” be 

a follower of the Christ without the support of each person gathered here and the support 

other members of the Body of Christ in this world? There really is no “Would you Rather” 

choice in this Matter – we are all called to Fish! Amen 

  


