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Sermon – “Christmas Can’t be Put Away!” First Sunday of Christmas 12-31-17 

Pause and reflect: During this last week with so much focus on the giving and receiving of gifts, 

on this First Sunday of Christmas let us turn our hearts and minds toward opening ourselves up 

to receive the greatest gift of all: the birth of the Christ child each day. Pause/Reflect 

Joy to the World…The holiday frenzy is over and we come to the end of the Christmas 

season. We’ve been in that in-between time of Christmas and New Year's.  Now, here’s a 

question, when do you take your decorations down? When I was a kid we always took down 

our tree on New Year’s Day. Watching the parades and taking down the tree was almost as 

much fun as putting it up.  So, how many of you will be taking down your decorations 

tomorrow? How have already taken them down? How about Tuesday? Well, eventually the tree 

gets taken for recycling or put back in the box depending on what you do - the ornaments get 

carefully wrapped up for another year and all the Christmas decorations get put away, and 

finally Christmas is over! Really?  Is that what it’s all about? Packing up Christmas in a box and 

putting it on a shelf or in a closet? Can we really put it away? 

The message of Christmas really can’t be packed up until next year. There seems to be 

more of the story to come – kind of a cliff-hanger – without a real ending – that’s just waiting 

for a sequel – a part Deux. We get a clue about what we are to do in the in-between time. Here 

we see that Mary and Joseph observe longtime traditions and rituals by having Jesus 

circumcised, named, and presented. In the midst of these ritual acts, Jesus is blessed by 

Simeon, who claims that Jesus' life is set to walk down a prophetic path, mixed with God's 

steady protection and the fulfillment of ancient prophecies and the faithfulness of God's 



Page 2 of 3 
 

people. The whole Christmas story, therefore, names and claims the process in which we are to 

live out our faith.  

We were watching some very old movies on the classic movie channel on Christmas Day 

– with credits that ran so you could actually read them, it was pretty amazing. // As the credits 

roll on Christmas this year, we sit with something stirring inside us, maybe it’s the Wonder we 

have been talking about. Wonder about what God did on that first Christmas, how God works 

today and wonder about how it all fits together in this moment in time. But then I realize that 

even though this season is changing to Epiphany this coming Saturday, the Christmas story 

never ends, it is always beginning. Each day is an opportunity for the New Birth of God, in each 

New moment of our lives. 

As you walk the prophetic walk surrounded by God's guidance and the support as God's 

people, as you live in the season of Christmas, as you are grounded in a real faith, an active 

faith, how is God calling you to be involved, to serve, to pick up your own role in Jesus' story? (A 

Preacher's Guide to Lectionary Sermon Series: Thematic Plans for Years A, B, and C (Kindle 

Locations 2108-2110). Westminster John Knox Press. Kindle Edition.) 

The message of Christmas can’t be boxed up until next year, it needs to be experienced 

every day of the year and after the events we have gone through during the past few weeks we 

understand more fully that we need to keep the message of Christmas alive in our hearts and 

minds and lives, among our families and in our communities. 

Christ is born, and so are we again and again and again with New Possibilities and New 

Promise – this is the Hope that is alive in Christmas! We enter this New Year with a change of 
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perspective and focus. The world will never be the same, because a miracle has happened and 

continues to happen. All the time spent preparing and waiting for Christmas, reminding 

ourselves that Christmas is about more than just giving and receiving presents but about how 

the birth of Christ changes our world forever and that means something for daily living. We 

move from this miracle to focusing on the New Year with reflection and resolution.  

Whatever this past year has been for you is just that - the past, it is a reference point, a 

starting point. We reflect on what has happened in the past year and try to resolve our regrets 

as we move into a New Year.  The New Year begins as we end this year focused on the God who 

comes to us daily, in mystery and wonder, grace and truth. This is the promise and message of 

Christmas that we need to make sure stays out long after the tree and the decorations come 

down. It is the amazing and somewhat absurd claim that the God of the universe, the God who 

said let there be light and there was light, the God who called the all the worlds into being and 

yet created us in the tender care of God’s love, this God comes to live among us in the person 

of Jesus. This is the God incarnate, the God in flesh, the baby born that night in Bethlehem. 

In John 1:1, 14 says that in the beginning was the word and the word was with God and 

the word was God, and this word became flesh and dwelt among us. God became flesh and 

blood and lived among us in the person of Jesus. So the absurd and amazing claim that we can’t 

box up and put away until next year is the message that God is with us, Always and in All Ways 

Each Day!   


