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Sermon – Doppelgängers of Christ – 12-2017 

Pause and Reflect… 

Something familiar to television and movie watchers alike is the scene when the eye-

witness jumps up and points to guilty party exclaiming; “She’s the one! She did it!” This usually 

climactic end of one of the classic “who done it” kind of mysteries with an action packed story 

line, which seems unsolvable up until the last moment. In a highly dramatic moment the case is 

solved, verdict rendered and the innocent person set free. The hero of the moment is the eye-

witness; the one who saw what really happened and is willing to come forward to testify to 

what he or she has seen. 

  According to the writer of our Gospel with morning, John the Baptist was such a man. 

The reading makes it very clear what his role was in regard to the message, the person and the 

ministry of Jesus - John was a witness! John is the first one to testify or bear witness that Jesus 

is the light of the world, and also the Word who was in the beginning with God. 

In Confirmation Class, we have been talking about the Apostles Creed– what we bear 

witness to each Sunday when we worship together and affirm that we believe in God who is 

three persons, which I am told sounds grammatically incorrect. Yet with regard to 

understanding the creed and the Trinitarian nature of God it is the best way to describe God – 

One Being with three persons – Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Creator – Redeemer – Sanctifier. 

John is bearing witness to the second person of the Trinity in our Gospel reading today  – Jesus 

the Christ, the Redeemer. 
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Our Gospel today also makes it clear who John the Baptist isn’t. Did you notice that? It 

says that John the Baptist is 1). Not the Light, 2). Not Elijah or the prophet, and 3). Not the 

Anointed One. This is different than what we read in Mark’s gospel last week. John the Baptist 

is a witness - that is all! He does not anoint Jesus for ministry; he is not the pregame show or 

warmup band for Jesus the Messiah. He has no special powers except bearing witness. Nothing 

else! 

This is a very interesting train of thought – one hardly considered. Most often it is 

thought that John was sort of Jesus “right hand” helping to do the “work of Ministry” when 

Jesus begins his ministry, sort of like an Associate Pastor. Yet that’s not what John proclaims in 

the Gospel this morning, he wants to make sure that people are clear on this fact. He doesn’t 

want people to confuse what he is doing or his ministry with the ministry and the divine 

purpose of Jesus as Christ and Messiah. He isn’t the Light but he bears witness to the coming of 

the Light – for this 3rd Sunday in Advent. 

At that time people were seeking the Messiah, they were eager for a Savior to bring 

them out their turmoil and despair. This meant that if it looks like a duck, swims like a duck, and 

quacks like a duck, then it probably is a duck, right? Wrong – the Duck test doesn’t work here. 

John the Baptist seems, for all intents and purposes like the Messiah and it’s easy to see why 

people would think he was. They were so vulnerable that they put their hopes and dreams for a 

Messiah onto this man. In their vulnerable state they were willing to trust someone who 

seemed to offer what they were seeking. Being vulnerable is a very tenuous state of being; 

perhaps that’s why it is one of the words banned by the current administration for CDC on their 
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list of words not to be used in documentation this year. Being vulnerable can be equated to 

being weak, but it is really more about being in need, and confused and yearning for something 

filled with Hope! 

This is why it seems that John the Baptist wants to clear up the confusion about who he 

is and his purpose - being witness to the light – only!  Has anyone ever come up to you and said 

you look just like – so and so or you remind me of such and such? (Heads nodding) It happens 

to me often, I usually try to respond with a comment that is funny, like: “I hope they are a nice 

person” sometimes I get a positive response and sometimes a negative one. If they have a 

spouse with them, that person either agrees or disagrees – it’s really all a matter of perception, 

isn’t? I learned a term for this experience not long ago, that I hadn’t heard of before – 

doppelgänger – a German word (literally meaning "double-goer") is a look-alike or double.  

John seemed to be concerned that people confused him for the Messiah, he in some 

sense was the “doppelganger,” the one bearing witness to the light and in his witness without 

even realizing it he was reflecting the light of the coming Messiah. John’s prophetic discourse in 

our Gospel today is more than just an announcement. In his impassioned proclamation he 

bears witness to the coming messiah, by denying he is the one, he lights the path for the one! 

For that we Rejoice Always! As we hear in our second reading; "Rejoice always, pray without 

ceasing, and give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you."  -

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.  

On this Third Sunday of Advent, which has been referred to by the Latin word Gaudete, 

which means; "Rejoice," We shout with JOY in all Circumstances!!!! Really? This is a challenge 
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for us as Christian people; rejoicing in the understanding that even in the difficulties of life we 

celebrate the fact the God enters each of our lives in noticeable and more often unnoticeable 

ways.  Even if the News gets you down, even if someone isn’t who they seem to be or who we 

think they should be – John the Baptist reminds us that the Light Comes, the Light of God 

Comes each day, even as the days grow darker earlier – the light of Christ through God shines 

brighter in the dark moments – through us as it did through the Ordinariness of John the 

Doppelganger of Christ the Light! We are NOT the light but we bear witness to the light.  

Being a witness in various situations is to “break the silence” with the truth. Recently in 

the NEWS, there have been many witnesses coming forth in a number of different 

circumstances for various reasons, all breaking the silence they have held onto of the past. In 

some situations it has taken years or decades to break this silence for the truth to be told. 

Sometimes it required shouting, most often it involved fear and trepidation, tears and courage 

for those involved in bearing witness to their truth. It takes support and courage to go against 

the grain of society and speak up; it takes a strong belief in one’s truth to be a witness. When 

we witness to the truth of God’s light that shines into this ordinary world it takes the same sort 

of courage and strength to break the silence and share our own truth of what faith means to 

each person. In a similar way to John, we proclaim; “we are not the light but we bear witness to 

the light by breaking the silence in active each.” We are then a “Doppelganger” of Christ!  Amen 


